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The NSSA Parent Association continues to support NSSA by hosting a generous luncheon
for Teacher Appreciation Day and a food truck for Sibling Day. Thanks, PA, for continuing
to show your appreciation in such generous ways.

Mission | Statement

N

assau Suffolk Services for Autism (NSSA) offers hope to people with
autism and their families by providing high quality, life-long support
through services which enable people with autism to function better in
everyday life.
NSSA offers the most advanced treatment and training programs for the
benefit of people with autism, and will continue to pioneer, through research,
comprehensive treatment models which can be adopted nationally. n
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Martin C. Barell | 2017 Graduates

J

une 12, 2017 was Graduation Day here at NSSA. We had two fine young men graduate from the Martin C. Barell School
in preparation for their entrance into NSSA’s Adult Services Program.

Teachers, families and district personnel attended the emotional event as we celebrated both Jack and Patrick’s achievements.
They have all done a great job in preparing the graduates for their next step at NSSA. Through job sampling or training, the
Adult Services program works to ensure that the adults we serve are able to grow and develop to their maximum potential.
Our primary concern for the adults we serve is that they continue to grow to their greatest level of independence through
employment, volunteerism and community integration.
We wish the graduates every success in the next phase of their lives.

n

Two New Faces | at The Martin C. Barell School

N

SSA is pleased to welcome two new students into its Education Program, the Martin C Barell School. We’re excited
to see the progress that Martin and Aiden will make on their journey and we welcome their families into our NSSA
family. n

Aiden

Martin
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NSSA’s 19th Annual Golf Classic | Play “Fore” Autism

F

or an astounding third year in a row the NSSA Golf Classic
shattered previous fundraising records! This year the event
was held at a new venue, Colonial Springs Golf Course in East
Farmingdale. The 27-hole course allowed more golfers to join us
so the event was able to grow significantly. The day started drizzly
but that didn’t stop everyone from having a great time and the skies
cleared in time for players to enjoy drinks on the terrace after a great
day of play.
We were thrilled to have a very special guest join us this year! Clark
Gillies, former NY Islanders Team Captain, played a round of golf
with us and graciously auctioned a foursome at the spectacular
Sebonack Golf Club. He also donated an autographed jersey for
auction. In addition, NSSA was the recipient of many wonderful
prize donations. Thanks to Nissequogue Golf Club for donating a
foursome and to Joe and Donna Longo for once again sponsoring
our Raffle Prizes.
The generosity of sponsors also broke all previous records. We are
especially grateful for our Classic Sponsors: Action Environmental
Group Foundation, Armand & Audrey D’Amato, Charitable Gift
Fund, Clairvest Group, Inc., Green Machine Sales, LLC, Huatai
USA, Industrial Coverage and Scarinci Hollenbeck and Winter Bros.
Family Foundation and Corporate Sponsors: Alliance Building
Services, The Antonacci Family, Apex Environmental LLC, Comerica
Bank, Gabrielli Truck Sales, LafargeHolcim, Littler Mendelson, PC,
NH Kelman, P. DeBlasio Builders, Inc., Pat & Mary Beth Miranda,
N&V International, Recycling Equipment Systems Corp., Techworks
Consulting, Inc., United Service Workers Union and Waste Services.
The Lake Course was sponsored by J.C. Industries, Inc., Rizzo
Companies, Soft-Pak and United Healthcare; The Pines Course
Sponsorship was taken by Ruttura & Sons Construction; and The
Valley Course Sponsorship was taken by NH Kelman. We thank
Dinner Sponsors: Barrasso & Sons, Inc., Gershow Recycling
Corp., Kelco Construction, Inc., Neves Construction, LLC, Pocono
Logistic, Inc., and the Suffolk County Republican Committee; and
Golf Cart Sponsor: Republic Services-Carbon Limestone Landfill.
We are indebted to our Cocktail Hour Sponsors: 405 Media Group,
Accent Wire-Tie, All-Island Excavating, Emil Norsic & Son, Gold
Medal Environmental, HUB International, Pat Bonanno & Associates,
RSVP Online, Tunnel Hill Partners, LP, and United Asset Strategies.
NSSA also thanks our Breakfast Sponsors: Atlantic Scale Co.,
Inc., Bruno’s Automotive, Inc., Cameron Engineering & Associates,
LLP, East End Sign Design and Neves Construction, LLP, Thomas &
Rosemarie Rosenthal, and the Ronga Family and Lunch Sponsors:
Anchor Engineering Services, Inc., Crestwood Metal, Law Offices
of Mark A. Cuthbertson, Islandwide Auto & Truck Collision LTD
Marcum LLP, Promac Northeast, and Ruttura & Sons Construction.
We are very appreciative of our Green Sponsors: Robert A. Brady
Agency, Inc., Cahill Gordon & Reindell LLP, Galvin Bros., Inc., G-Rock
Handcovers, Inc., Kempe Engineering, Rosenberg, Calica & Birney
LLP, Sanitary Equipment Co., Inc., and Supervisor Joseph Saladino
& The Bayville-Centre Island Republican Club. A very special thank
you goes to our 62 Tee Sponsors!
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We owe so much to NSSA fathers and Golf Co-chairs Joe Longo and Joe Winters for the success of this event! We are so
very appreciative of their efforts on our behalf. Heartfelt thanks to our golfers, donors and volunteers who make this event
so successful!
We hope you will join us next year in celebrating the 20th anniversary of our annual Golf Classic on September 24, 2018 at
the beautiful Old Westbury Golf & Country Club at 270 Wheatley Road, Old Westbury, NY. n

NSSA Offers Autism | and ABA Training Primer

A

s part of ongoing outreach efforts to our local autism community,
NSSA held three intensive and interactive 2-day ABA Training
Primer Workshops for school personnel of Connetquot, Islip
and Sag Harbor school districts in April and August.
School district personnel are often assigned to work with students on
the autism spectrum, which requires a fundamental understanding
of the disability and comprehensive training on how to effectively
intervene. The workshop was designed to provide attendees with a
deeper understanding of autism and basic working knowledge of the
science of applied behavior analysis.
Between all three participating school districts, approximately 30
people attended the workshop, led by Director of Clinical Services
Jayne Eaton-Bove and Director of Consultation Services, Bonnie Eisert.
A variety of topics were covered including:
• Autism Spectrum Disorder and the learning characteristics associated with it
• Applied Behavior Analysis and how and why it is used to effectively teach students on the autism spectrum
• Basic Principles of Reinforcement: common teaching strategies to effectively teach students with autism,
		understanding
• Challenging Behaviors: why they occur and how they can be changed and how to individualize and modify
		curriculum.
All attendees received 10 hours of staff development credits toward their school district requirements.

n
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A Run-derful Cause | Jack’s 5k Run for Autism

T

he spirit of our loyal supporters prevailed on
May 6, 2017, as the 11th Annual Jack's Run
began with grey skies and whipping winds.
Despite the weather we still we had a full turnout of
racers, walkers and volunteers!
Volunteers arrived at the venue hours ahead of
race time to mark the course, set-up the postrace breakfast, organize registration and prepare
the water stations. We were happy to see so
many enthusiastic registrants arrive in spite of the
gloomy weather to run the 5k in support of NSSA
and autism awareness.
Members of the football team of the US Merchant
Marine Academy in Kings Point, NY were there
along with their coach to run in support as well.
The Nesquik Bunny was on hand for photo ops
and to give out prizes at the Nesquik booth. Many
NSSA families and staff members participated in
the race day fun!
The winner of the race was cheered to victory in a
time of 17:32. Congratulations to Tim Cote, who
ran at a pace of 5:35. The woman's winner was
Julia Savacool with a time of 22:33 at a pace of
7:16.
At this year’s Jack’s Run, NSSA presented a plaque
to Ondine Slone and Mike Miranda in recognition
of their ongoing generosity and dedication to this
event and to NSSA.

Men's Overall Winner Tim Cote

Women’s Overall Winner Julia Savacool

We are so grateful to everyone who participated
in the day. Thank you to everyone involved
who helped the 11th Annual Jack's Run go as
smoothly as it did - volunteers, runners, family
members and staff. And thank you to our generous
sponsors and donors: Event Sponsors: The
Campagnuolo Family, Pat & Mary Beth Miranda,
and Miranda Sambursky Slone Sklarin Verveniotis,
LLP; Silver Sponsors: Joseph Magliocco and
Bulldog Ventures; Bronze Sponsors: Patrick F.
Adams, P.C., Merry & Richard Slone and Tara
Slone-Goldstein and Wayne Goldstein; Partner
Sponsors: James Horton Butt & Family, Abbe &
Scott Spector & Bank of America and U.S. Liability
Insurance Company; Friend Sponsors: AGMB
Law, The Leighton Family, People Care, Inc., and
Allison & Jeffrey Rubin.
The delicious buffet was made possible through the generous donations of these fine sponsors: Bagel Boss of Roslyn,
Coca-Cola Refreshments, Holiday Farms of Roslyn, Horn of Plenty of New Hyde Park, Kuck’s Deli of Mineola, Nesquik and
Nestle Water. And special thanks to Trophy Depot of New Hyde Park for the many medals we awarded to all our wonderful
race winners!
n
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Walk Now | for Autism Speaks

O

ctober 1, 2017 was a beautiful day for the Walk Now for
Autism Speaks event at Jones Beach, NY. Team NSSA
joined with Team Wittels for a great turnout. Autism
Speaks is the largest autism advocacy and research organization
in the world. We are happy to support their efforts.
n

NSSA | Cycles for Autism

J

une 9 was a beautiful day for cycling on Long Island – sunny, cool and dry. The 2017 Bike to the Beach NY ride started
in Manhattan at 5am and over a hundred dedicated cyclists rode a 100 mile course to Westhampton Beach. For the
second year in a row NSSA had an enthusiastic team riding the 100-mile ride to raise awareness and funds for autism.
Team NSSA, with Team Captain Samantha Grassle, sister to an NSSA Adult Services client, raised over $9,000.
We couldn't be more proud of our NSSA team for completing this challenging ride and raising money for NSSA.
Thank you, Bike to the Beach NY, for including us in your wonderful event once again, and thank you to Team NSSA for going
to such great lengths to help support NSSA.
n
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Down on the Farm |
with NSSA

N

SSA Adult Clients and students have been fortunate to spend
many lovely days outdoors at the ELIJA Farm, on the beautiful
North Shore of Long Island. The farm is a green space committed
to using environmentally responsible, sustainable farming practices
to raise high quality, organically grown produce while also providing
valuable work experience for children and adults with autism.
The ELIJA Foundation is a Levittown-based nonprofit with a school
that serves children and a program for young adults with autism
spectrum disorders. In 2016, ELIJA Farm was founded as a non-profit
project to support farm-based vocational programming for individuals
with autism. ELIJA invited NSSA to be part of the farm program so
that their clients, along with ours, could spend time at the peaceful
10-acre setting learning new skills such as weeding, planting and
harvesting organic vegetables, herbs and flowers. In addition, there
is a large kitchen where our clients learn additional skills of creating
shopping lists, managing kitchen inventory, meal prep, cooking, etc.
Each year ELIJA will offer CSA (community supported agriculture)
memberships to local customers. The children and adults at the ELIJA
Farm are taught how to raise and sell produce through the CSA. There
is also a house on the property that can be used to teach daily living
skills, such as laundry, making a bed, putting away groceries, etc.
One event NSSA particularly enjoyed this summer was a Cooking
Demo with natural foods chef and food activist Bhavani Jaroff.
Currently Bhavani is running a program called iEatGreen which is
helping to facilitate change in our communities, homes, schools and
workplaces. On July 12 she visited the ELIJA Farm to speak to our
clients about healthy cooking and eating. The demo was beneficial for
our clients so they could learn how to prepare healthy food choices.
They were also practicing attending to a speaker while in a group.
We look forward to many trips to the farm with our clients and
students.
n
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A Job Well Done | at Old Navy

N

SSA Adult Services clients spent a day at the Commack Old Navy experiencing what it's like to be an employee at a
retail clothing store. General Manager Doug Wadsworth and Business Operations Manager Lisa Simonelli invited five
adult clients to be a part of the on-the-job experience.

Clients watched a training video on safety and then went out onto the sales floor where they were split into various
assignments: cashier, fitting room attendant, clothes folding and sweeping. Each client got to take a turn and experience
each area, and had lunch in the break room before returning to work in the afternoon.
It was a wonderful day for everyone and we appreciate Old Navy giving our clients this opportunity to experience a day in
the life of an Old Navy employee.
n

NSSA’s | Special Olympians

O

n May 20, 2017, Bethpage High School hosted the Special
Olympics Spring Games North.

The Special Olympics is an international organization that provides
sports training and athletic competition in a variety of Olympic-style
sports for children and adults with intellectual disabilities, giving them
opportunities to develop physical fitness and to participate in events
with their families, other Special Olympics athletes and the community.
NSSA is proud to have a Barell student as well as an Adult Services
client participate in the event. Nathan, a student in the Martin C. Barell
School, took the bronze medal in the 50 meter run and the gold in the
softball throw! Joseph, one of NSSA's Adult Services clients, also won
two medals - bronze and silver - in the 50-yard-dash and softball toss.
Congratulations to them both!

Exercise is important for all people, regardless of age or ability. We're so pleased to see our students and clients participating
in events like the Special Olympics.
n
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NSSA’s First
Ever Brew-B-Q |
Surely Won’t be
the Last!

F

undraising events for NSSA help to subsidize crucial
services for our students and clients. This year we decided
to expand our fundraising endeavors by introducing a
brand new event.
We are always seeking to grow and spread our reach further.
What better way to introduce ourselves to a larger audience
than to invite them for a beer? Development Specialist, Jen
O’Malley and Administrative Assistant, Tori Ardito knew just
who to contact. Many Long Islanders know Bay Shore’s Great
South Bay Brewery for their delicious beer, but they also happen
to be home to a large, unique venue space and a wonderful
staff. Jen and Tori set up a meeting and before long, NSSA’s
First Ever Brew-B-Q was born.
We want to send an extra special shout out to Rob Donahue
and everyone at Great South Bay Brewery for going above
and beyond to help make the event such a success. We can’t
thank them enough for everything they did to ensure that the
event went smoothly.
We quickly got to work promoting the new event both on and
offline. Tori and Jen took to the Bay Shore community, visiting
restaurants, bars, breweries as well as other local businesses to
acquaint them with NSSA and its mission. We were excited to
receive such an enthusiastic response about the organization
and the upcoming Brew-B-Q. The momentum was building!
Finally the day arrived. The grills were fired up and our wonderful
volunteers began churning out hotdogs and burgers for the
hungry crowd. The beer and wine were flowing and Long Island
rock band, The Fearless, entertained everyone.
Games included an American Gladiator Ring, Giant Jenga,
Cornhole and Kan Jam. The Wheel of Chance had guests lined
up for chances to compete with friends, win prizes and cheer
others on. The game that attracted the most attention by far
was the Dunk Tank. Guests of all ages had a blast dunking our
superstar volunteers. Thank you for being such good sports
Tori, Stacey, Nick and Justin.
Our board prize and grand prize raffle created lots of excitement.
We offered opportunities to buy boxes for two floor seat tickets
to see Paul McCartney at the new NYCB Live Nassau Coliseum
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or to purchase raffle tickets to win a 125 qt. light-up Igloo Party
Bar Cooler filled with beer from Long Island breweries along
with a backyard fire pit! Guests couldn’t help but stop to check
out the cooler display. We are so very grateful to the Long
Island breweries that generously donated beer for us to fill the
cooler. We could not have done it without you Great South Bay
Brewery, Sand City Brewing Co., Fire Island Beer Company,
Port Jeff Brewery, Oyster Bay Brewing Company and Montauk
Brewing Company.
Our sponsors make it possible for events like NSSA’s First Ever
Brew-B-Q to happen. Our heartfelt thanks go to: Ring Leader
Sponsors: Great South Bay Brewery and HUB International;
Funny Business Sponsors: The Guarascio Family and Gina
Ardito; Merry Maker Sponsors: Maya & Logan Williams, The
Wigdor Family and The Slowik Family. Your kindness helped to
make this event a great success. A very special thank you also goes to The Fearless for keeping the crowd dancing all day
long. We are so appreciative of the band for donating their time and playing two amazing sets that guests raved about.
We are proud to say that NSSA’s First Ever Brew-B-Q exceeded our expectations and was a big hit with our attendees. We
had over 250 guests and were thrilled by the opportunity to meet so many new friends and supporters. We can’t wait to get
started on the next one and we hope you will be able to join us next year for another fabulous and fun day of games, prizes,
music, BBQ and beer!
n

A Very Special Night | at Adventureland

A

s part of its outreach to the greater autism community, NSSA hosts A Special Night for Our Special Kids twice yearly
at Adventureland in Farmingdale. The events scheduled during program breaks, give our guests with autism and their
families something to look forward to when there are few structured activities available. Friday, October 6, was one of
our most well-attended Adventureland events ever!
We hope you’ll join us on April 4, 2018 for another fun-filled evening!

n

NASSAU
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Those We Love Don't Go Away |
They Walk Beside Us Every Day

O

n a beautiful evening in July we celebrated the life of our co-worker
and dear friend, Gina Doria Pisaeno. In her 22 years with NSSA, Gina
dedicated much of her time to our students, clients and employees.
She loved learning about their lives and they loved spending time with
her. No matter what, she was always available to them and showed great
compassion and concern for their welfare.
This summer we installed a gazebo in our backyard which will be a nice
spot for children, clients and staff members to get some shade on hot days
while out on the playground. Blue hydrangeas were Gina's favorite flower so
we planted them around the base and dedicated the garden and gazebo to
Gina's memory. On July 25 we held a dedication ceremony and invited her
family and friends, past and present staff members and the individuals and
families served by NSSA to join us. We had a full house of almost 100 people!

It was a lovely cool evening for guests to socialize and share
fond memories of Gina. Memory books filled with pictures and
sentiments from people who had known and worked with Gina
were presented to her father and her husband. Refreshments
were served, children played on the playground, and in all, it
was a lovely celebration of her life. The gazebo and garden
are beautiful reminders of our beloved friend and will bring
joy to the students, clients and staff of NSSA, just as Gina
always did.
We know that we will get much enjoyment from the gazebo
and garden. Its beauty and serenity will remind us of Gina and
keep her in our hearts forever.
n
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News | from The Development Office
To supplement the funds raised through NSSA’s special events, the Development Office works to secure funding from
foundations, corporations, businesses, and government offices on an on-going basis. The Development Office is proud to
announce the receipt of the following grants and donations:
October 2017
The Jack Fanning Memorial Foundation, Angels for Autism, pledged a grant of $8,000 for the enhancement of
NSSA’s Adult Services Program
The A Team of Grand Avenue Middle School, Bellmore, donated $422 from this year’s school bake sale
Nassau County AHRC Foundation, Inc. granted $1,000 to NSSA for people with developmental disabilities in
Nassau County.
June 2017
New York Community Bank Foundation donated $1,000 to go towards equipment
April 2017
A Team of Grand Avenue Middle School, Bellmore, donated $1026 from 2016 bake sale proceeds
Barnes & Noble, East Northport, donated $613.32 from proceeds of a Book Fair with Commack School District

Staff | Notes
ANNIVERSARIES
										
NSSA Congratulates for their 15 years of service
Stacey Agosta | Nicole Weidenbaum | George Williams III								
For their 10 years of service 										
Michele Beccari | Christina Fasano | Matt Figuccio
For their 5 years of service											
Morgan Fleming | Sean Henneberry | Diana Mazzeo | Edward Vasquez | Dee Wangel
PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATIONS										
Congratulations to Morgan Fleming who earned both her M.S. in Early Childhood Special Education (Birth to Grade 2) from Queens College and her
BCBA certification 					
Rebecca Chi for receiving her M.S. in Special and Elementary Education (Grades 1-6) from Queens College					
						
Elizabeth Oakley who earned her M.S. Ed. in Early Childhood Special Education (Birth to Grade 2) from Touro College
WEDDINGS
Our very best wishes to Liz Peter and Ryan Oakley on their July 1, 2017 marriage
BIRTHS
Congratulations to:
Marisa & Daniel Perrino on the arrival of their daughter Charlotte Elaina on April 25, 2017
Congratulations to Barbara and Jonathan Riggs on the birth of their son Christopher Gerard on August 7, 2017
Melissa Erickson & Daniel McCormack whose son Ryan Daniel arrived on October 10, 2017
ENGAGEMENTS											
All the best to Jen O’Malley and Gregory Skrocki who were engaged on September 13, 2017
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SUMMER 2017
Camp | NSSA

O

ver 30 young people with autism spent the last week of June swimming, swinging, sliding, bouncing, crafting and
relaxing at NSSA's summer day camp. The one-week camp helps provide structure and recreation opportunities for
children with autism at a time when there are typically no summer school sessions available.

Every day is filled with activities and field trips to places like Pump It Up in Plainview and Kazam in Farmingdale, where
kids are encouraged to climb, slide, bounce, shoot foam balls through tubes, and get rained on by cascades of soft balls.
Campers work on craft projects that they take home as personalized souvenirs from their fun-filled week and they get to
splash safely in the enclosed pool under the watchful eye of the lifeguard.
Suffice it to say, there are many happy faces throughout the week!

n

There’s No-Buddy |
Like a Sibling!

N

SSA closed out its summer session with the 6th
Annual Sibling Day on Thursday, August 10, 2017.
Invitations were extended to the immediate families
of students and clients to join us for an afternoon of fun,
food and friends. There were indoor and outdoor activities,
a waterfall slide, bouncy house, delicious Grill Boys food
truck lunch, courtesy of NSSA's Parent Association, and a
prize wheel and photo booth. Kids were everywhere! Sliding, swimming, scootering, prizewheel spinning, swinging and just plain having fun. It was a wonderful way to end the
Summer of 2017. n
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Father's Day | Art 2017

T

his Father’s Day, our students and clients celebrated their awesome dads by creating a fun and unique gift. The project
followed an aquatic theme and incorporated a tactile sensory experience into the process. Art Enrichment Assistant,
Tori Ardito, gathered the supplies including mason jars, glitter, sensory beads and small plastic sea animal figurines.

Tori placed the sea creatures in trays underneath a layer of sensory beads. The students and clients got to dig through the
soft and squishy beads to choose their favorite animals to include in their art projects. Everyone had their own mason jar to
fill with water, beads, creatures and glitter. On Father’s Day, NSSA dads would be presented with the final product: Aquarium
I Spy Jars!
At Adult Services, the clients whipped up a delicious batch of barbecue sauce, called “AU-Some Sauce,” which they
packaged in jars with a card and basting brush. I’m sure lots of Dads had delicious dinners that night! n

Dancing the Night Away | with NSSA

S

mithtown High School East once again hosted a dance for NSSA students and clients who were over 14 years old. The
cafeteria was decorated with a spring theme, refreshments were served by Smithtown High School students. Adult
Service professional Matt Figuccio donated his time and DJ services to keep the dance floor jumping…and there were
smiles everywhere.
Thank you to Smithtown High School East for providing our students and clients with another evening of fun and friends!
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Save | The Dates
Nov. 4, 2017
NSSA will host its 19th Annual Wine Tasting & Auction at Garden City Country Club from 7-10pm. For more information
		visit http://www.nssa.net/event/19th-annual-wine-tasting-auction/
Nov. 10, 2017
		
		

Lord & Taylor “Shop Smart…"Do Good" takes place at Lord & Taylor Manhasset. Tickets are available at NSSA for $5 each and
will give each purchaser a 25% off shopping pass on most regular and sale priced items and a 15% pass for beauty products
with very few exemptions.

Nov. 18, 2017
		
		

Lord & Taylor “Shop Smart…"Do Good" takes place at Lord & Taylor Garden City. Tickets are available at NSSA for $5 each and
will give each purchaser a 25% off shopping pass on most regular and sale priced items and a 15% pass for beauty products
with very few exemptions.

Nov. 30, through NSSA will be participating in Americana Manhasset’s Champions for Charity®. From Thursday, November 30 through Sunday,
Dec. 30, 2017
December 3, over 70 participating Americana Manhasset and select Wheatley Plaza stores will donate 25% of designated fullprice pre-tax purchases to the participating organization(s) of the customer’s choice. Purchases are not automatically eligible; you
		
must register for a complimentary Champion Number, designate “NSSA” as your charity of choice, and present your
		
Champion Number when making purchases during the event. For more information visit championsforcharity.org or call 800.818.6767
April 4, 2018
		

A Special Night for Our Special Kids at Adventureland is scheduled for 7pm - 10pm. Raindate is scheduled for April 5, 7pm - 10pm.
For more information call (631) 462-0386.

April 14, 2018 NSSA’s 27th Annual Dinner for Our Children will be held at Leonard’s Palazzo, Great Neck. For more information email
		dinnerdance@nssa.net
Sep. 24, 2018

NSSA’s 20th Annual Golf Classic.

