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Mission | Statement

Nassau Suffolk Services for Autism (NSSA) offers hope to people with 
autism and their families by providing high quality, life-long support 
through services which enable people with autism to function better in 

everyday life. 

NSSA offers the most advanced treatment and training programs for the 
benefit of people with autism, and will continue to pioneer, through research, 
comprehensive treatment models which can be adopted nationally.   n
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Generous Support |  
Drives NSSA Forward

Just in time for the holidays, 
NSSA received funding 
for a wonderful purchase, 

two Nissan NV Commuter 
Vans! Through the generosity of 
Autism Speaks, Holes for Hope, 
The Jack Fanning Memorial 
Foundation, and an amazing 
crowd funding effort from the 
guests at our Wine Tasting, 
NSSA bought the twelve 

passenger vans to bring our students and clients into the community, 
where they can continue to learn, develop vocational skills, and recreate.
 
At NSSA we believe that teaching the skills needed to integrate into the 
community is essential for our students and clients. These vans make it 
possible for those we serve to practice the skills they have learned in our 
programs in community settings. 

For their extraordinary support NSSA thanks Autism Speaks, Holes for 
Hope, The Jack Fanning Memorial Foundation and the many guests 
at our Wine Tasting! Together you have opened the world for those we 
serve.   n
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Remembering | Gina Doria Pisaeno 

This past November we lost a pillar of the NSSA family with the passing of Gina Doria 
Pisaeno.  Her title was Director of Human Resources, but for the students, clients, 
families, and staff Gina was the heart of NSSA.  

On September 8, 1994 Gina began her employment at NSSA.  Her eagerness and enthusiasm 
were boundless and her work ethic was impeccable.  She put her heart and soul into everything 
she did and she very quickly became the heart of our agency and a lifeline to each and every 
employee she hired and family she worked with.  

There was no task too big or too small for Gina – she did it all.  She took care of everyone and 
everything; and did so with a smile on her face that would light up a room.  She fully committed 
herself to every task she undertook and never stopped to rest until the job was done . . . 
perfectly.  

Gina’s office was always a flurry of non-stop activity.  Her door was always open and she made herself fully accessible to 
staff, students, family members, vendors; even the mail man and UPS driver.  Everyone knew and loved Gina.  If there was a 
question, you went to Gina.  If something needed to get done, Gina took care of it.  And if you needed advice, guidance, or 
someone who was always willing to listen, you went to see Gina and inevitably felt cared for, comforted, and fully supported.  

Of the many gifts she gave us, perhaps the most cherished was her rare ability to form strong bonds with our students 
and clients.  Despite their challenges in communicating, they bonded with her, sought her out and thoroughly enjoyed their 
“visits with Gina.” She understood them, advocated for them and touched them on a level unique to the special bonds that 
only she could form.

Twenty two years ago God sent an angel named Gina to NSSA.  For twenty two years she took care of us, nurtured us, 
supported us and worked tirelessly for us.  She is the heart of NSSA and we are lost without her.  We love you Gina and will 
never forget you and all you have done for all of us.     n

Staff Notes | Announcements & Congratulations
Anniversaries
 NSSA congratulates
  • Bettye Rainwater for her 10 years of service
  • Elayna Bloch and Teresa Douglas who have both worked at NSSA for 5 years

Babies   
 Best wishes to
  • Sean Henneberry and Robyn Williams on the birth of Miles Michael on December 20, 2016
  • Marissa and Daniel Perrino whose daughter Charlotte Elaina was born on April 25, 2017

Engagements   
 Congratulations to
  • Kristen O’Donnell and Brett Hunter on their May 9, 2017 engagement

Graduations   
 Congratulations to
  • Jen O’Malley for earning her Master of Arts in Public Relations

Professional Certification
 Congratulations to
  • Shanelle Myrick, who earned the highly competitive SHRM-CP (Society for Human Resources  
   Management- Certified Professional)

Weddings
 Congratulations to
  • Nicole Ness and Daniel Thone on their March 12, 2017 wedding
  • Marissa Rocco and Daniel Perrino on their December 29, 2016 wedding
  • Rachel Wolvovsky and Gary DiPasquale, who were married on September 24, 2016 
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Introducing | LISA!

NSSA has a new student! Well, sort of... We are excited to announce 
the launch of a creative campaign aimed at increasing autism 
awareness. LISA is a fictional student that was created as a unique 

way to help NSSA’s mission of reaching out to the community and 
increasing understanding of individuals with autism.    

Development Specialist, Jen O’Malley, was contacted with an exciting 
inquiry by her former professor at Hofstra University. Professor Yanique 
Woodall recalled Jen discussing her work at NSSA when she was in the 
professor’s graduate public relations course. The professor was moved 
after hearing about the work that NSSA does and saw a good opportunity 
in partnering her undergraduate public relations students with NSSA to 
gain real-life, hands on experience working on a nonprofit campaign. 

"It's phenomenal to have a Public Relations Campaign Course for our  undergraduate students at Hofstra University's 
Lawrence Herbert School of Communications. This culminating course provides a platform for Hofstra Senior Students to 
experience working for a nonprofit client in a public relations agency environment” explains Professor Woodall. 

The NSSA development team was more than happy to help college students and felt that the experience would benefit NSSA 
as well. We are always seeking new and inventive ways to fundraise, reach out to the community and increase awareness of 
NSSA and autism. The idea of gaining a fresh, outside perspective from a group of ambitious college students sounded like 
just the thing we needed!

Jen met with Professor Woodall’s class to get them acquainted with NSSA. From the start, the Hofstra students were 
passionate about their assignment. The class got to work and before long, they were ready to present their campaign 
concepts. We were invited to visit Professor Woodall and the class at Hofstra University to hear what they had come up with. 
We were blown away by what the students had to share. 

They presented us with three potential PR campaigns. All of them were exciting, innovative and prepared with such care and 
dedication. NSSA would only be picking one campaign for the students to actually implement, and that would be a difficult 
decision to make with three remarkable proposals from which to choose!

In the end, the development team fell in love with the Hofstra students’ concept of LISA, an acronym for Long Island School 
for Autism. LISA is a fictional eight-year-old student with autism spectrum disorder. Though she is a fictional character, many 
of her challenges, triumphs, struggles and daily life experiences are based on our very own students and clients. LISA’s 
stories were developed into a short children’s book called “Meet LISA At NSSA”.

Our hope is that individuals and families affected by autism will be able to relate to some of LISA’s experiences and that those 
who don’t have first-hand experience with autism will be able to learn from her. Maybe after reading about her, a typical child 
will understand a little bit more about a classmate who is different. Maybe the parents of that typical child will have more 
compassion for families that feel isolated by autism. Perhaps LISA can help classroom teachers to prepare their students 
to interact with their peers who have autism. We believe that through LISA’s voice, we will have the opportunity to touch the 
lives of many. 

We feel honored to have worked with such a great group of young people and their dedicated professor and are very proud of 
the results of this partnership. “NSSA played an instrumental part in bringing the course to life for the fall 2016 students. The 
development of “Meet LISA At NSSA” will live in the hearts of many for years to come, and will inspire students and parents 
through these ‘real-life’ stories through the eyes of the current students at NSSA” says Professor Woodall.

The concept of LISA came to life right before our eyes thanks to such a talented team of students. The brilliant ideas and 
design skills of the class, the inclusion of illustrations by NSSA students and clients and content written by Jen came 
together to create a heartfelt project that we cannot wait to share with others. Printed copies of "Meet LISA At NSSA" will 
be available shortly. The book will be distributed to Pupil Personnel Directors and SEPTA Presidents throughout Nassau and 
Suffolk Counties. Our hope is that LISA will soon be making an impact in classrooms throughout Long Island and beyond. 

Visit our website and Facebook for more information on how you can bring LISA into your home or classroom!     n



5NASSAU SUFFOLK SERVICES FOR AUTISM  | SPRING 2017   |  WWW.NSSAINFO.ORG

Staff Corner | Jayne Eaton-Bove
Sometimes we make choices that can alter the course of our entire lives without even 
knowing it. Taking a part-time job in high school can lead to a lifelong passion. For 
Jayne Eaton-Bove her career as NSSA’s Director of Clinical Services can be traced 
directly back to a decision she made in 1988 to take a part time job as a Respite Service 
provider for NSSA’s orignal and only program. That choice ignited a passion within her 
which led to her decision to major in Psychology as an undergraduate, to select School 
Psychology for her Master of Science degree and to dedicate her life to working with 
and supporting children and families touched by autism.

Today Jayne serves as NSSA’s Director of Clinical Services and is ultimately responsible 
for ensuring that each student and client realizes their full potential and that each teacher 
and direct support professional is equipped with both the necessary skills and the sense 
of urgency to achieve that goal. Using the science of Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA), 

Jayne and the staff at NSSA systematically assess each learning or behavioral challenge and design a teaching procedure, 
based upon the principles of learning theory, with the goal of increasing skills, minimizing problematic behaviors, and 
improving quality of life. 

Autism is a complex disorder that affects the ability to learn and for that reason every moment we spend loosening its grip 
is critically important. There are teaching and learning opportunities everywhere throughout each day; and it is Jayne’s job 
to make sure that our staff and families know how to seize every opportunity. Despite a shared diagnosis, no two individuals 
with autism are alike. They learn, are motivated, and are reinforced differently. The philosophy behind the science of ABA 
tells us not to blame the learner or the disability for what is not being learned. That responsibility falls on the teacher, not the 
student.

The key to the science of Applied Behavior Analysis is the individualized analysis of each child, each goal, and each teaching 
procedure. For instruction to be effective each student and each goal undergoes a complex and individualized assessment. 
Before we teach we must first determine what the individual needs to learn, how he learns, what motivates him to learn, how 
we teach what needs to be learned, and most importantly how we make it functional in everyday life, so that the learner does 
not lose the skill. It is this complex and individualized assessment, instruction, and ongoing analysis that is the cornerstone 
of the science of ABA and what ensures success in learning for those we serve.

For Jayne Eaton-Bove finding ways to help our students and clients to become more successful is a fascinating and rewarding 
challenge. Her decision to take that part-time job 29 years ago led to her full-time passion and career here at NSSA. For 
so many of us who have benefited from that decision and her dedication, passion, and expertise, Jayne will always be a 
treasured member of the NSSA staff.   n

Friends of NSSA | Tyler Fazzari

Several years ago we made the acquaintance of a young man named Tyler 
Fazzari. Tyler arrived at NSSA, shortly after celebrating his 10th birthday, 
to donate almost $1000 that he had raised for us through his organization 

BirthdayBack. BirthdayBack is dedicated to inspiring people to use their birthdays 
as an opportunity to give back. 

It started with Tyler’s desire to help the victims of Hurricane Sandy and has since 
developed into something much greater. Since starting the organization, Tyler and 
BirthdayBack have raised over $50,000 for various local organizations! Visit his 
website at http://birthdayback.com/ to see all his amazing achievements.

In recognition of his generous achievements, NSSA nominated him for the "Leader 
of Tomorrow" honor at Long Island's Association for Fundraising Professional's 
Annual Philanthropy Day. We were so pleased and proud to hear that he was the 
recipient of the award!    n



Each year, friends, family and staff come together for delicious 
wine, fun games, exciting prizes and most of all, to support 
NSSA. The 18th Annual Wine Tasting & Auction was a very 

exciting  event and a night that won’t soon be forgotten.

On Saturday, November 5, 2016, guests poured into the Garden 
City Country Club to enjoy a celebratory evening. The event was 
complete with passed hors d’oeuvres, a plentiful buffet and an ice 
cream sundae bar. A large selection of wine was flowing all night 
thanks to Fidele Miranda and Empire Merchants. We appreciate their 
generous contribution to this event year after year!

Between the Wheel of Chance, dozens of raffle prizes, and silent and 
live auctions, there was no shortage of entertainment. The highlight of 
the night came during the evening’s emotional and inspiring program. 
The annual video and a profound speech by our Executive Director, 
Nicole Weidenbaum, brought everyone together to reflect on why we 
had all gathered that night. 

Once again, our guests showed incredible support and helped us to 
raise enough money to complete the purchase of two desperately 
needed vans for NSSA. Thanks to some new technology, this year 
we were able to display donations via a digital thermometer. Guests 
donated straight from their cell phones, and as donations came in, 
the thermometer rose. We were able to reach our goal of $15,000 in 
less than ten minutes. The real-time thermometer display added to 
the excitement and everyone was able to see the wonderful difference 
that each and every contribution made.

We are so grateful to everyone who joined us for NSSA’s 18th Annual 
Wine Tasting & Auction, made a donation or took out a journal ad. 
Many thanks to our wonderful sponsors who are a crucial part of 
this event’s success. Thank you Champagne Sponsors: Pat & Mary 
Beth Miranda; Chardonnay Sponsors: Commercial Industrial Brokers 
Society of Long Island (CIBS) and Ann Marie Liggio; Merlot Sponsors: 
Colleen Cahill, Signature Bank, Waldner’s; and Pinot Sponsors: Phil 
& Carolyn D’Avanzo, Bob & Marianne Dempsey, Joe & Donna Longo 
and Joseph & Theresa Wood. 

Thank you to everyone who donated prizes to the event! The exciting 
raffle and auction prizes are an essential part of Wine Tasting. Special 
thanks to: Pat & Mary Beth Miranda for two trips to their timeshare 
at Smuggler’s Notch, Connie Grassle for a handmade Irish wreath, 
Taka Yoneyama for an original pastel painting, Ann Marie Liggio for 
a handmade quilt, Mark Healy for a golf foursome at Indian Hills 
Country Club, the Mandarin Oriental for an overnight stay for two 
and the NSSA Parent Association for a Louis Vuitton bag. 

We hope you will join us at our 19th Annual Wine Tasting & Auction 
on November 4, 2017 at Garden City Country Club. We look forward 
to another fantastic evening surrounded by friends, family, staff and 
supporters!    n

NSSA'S 18TH Annual Wine Tasting & Auction | 
Wine Paired with a Good Cause
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A Special Night | For Our Special Kids

NSSA hosts A Special Night for Our Special Kids twice yearly at Adventureland in Farmingdale as part of its outreach to 
the greater autism community. The event is held each spring and autumn to give our guests something fun to do in a 
welcoming environment when there are few structured activities available to them.

April 14, 2017 was a lovely spring day with just enough warmth in the air to bring out more people than we’ve ever had at 
our Adventureland event! It was so gratifying to see the rides full, but not overcrowded, with happy faces and appreciative 
families. 

During the NSSA event Adventureland is closed to the general public and made available only to people with autism and their 
friends and families. Due to the reduced capacity, there are no long lines and wait time for rides is short. Our goal is to offer 
a supportive environment, including freedom from having to wear bracelets and the ability to stay on attractions for multiple 
rides without having to stand in line each time. This all makes for a much more enjoyable experience for our guests. 

Our next Special Night for Our Special Kids at Adventureland will take place on October 6 from 6:30 - 9:30pm (rain date 
October 12 6:30 - 9:30pm). If you’d like to be added to the mailing list to receive a flyer in the mail or email about future 
events, email brainwater@nssa.net.      n

NSSA Puts the Fun |  
in Family Fun Night

Each December NSSA hosts Family Fun Night - an opportunity for 
families, staff and siblings to socialize, share potluck dinner and 
enjoy watching students, clients and siblings do craft projects, play 

and get to know one another. Each classroom hosts a different craft or 
activity where students proudly create artwork and other projects. As 
usual, the favorite craft was making frosting holiday trees - who can resist 
frosting? Staff bring their own children to join in the fun and parents work 
on projects with their kids. Thanks for sharing family fun with us!      n
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25 Wonderful Years of NSSA’s | Dinner for our Children

On Saturday, April 1, 2017, NSSA reached a 
milestone with the 25th anniversary of the 
annual Dinner for Our Children. The event 

at Leonard’s Palazzo was more successful than we 
could have hoped, thanks to the love and support of 
all in attendance. For 25 years this event has brought 
together family, friends, staff and supporters to 
celebrate the accomplishments of NSSA, and most 
importantly, our students and clients.

The evening kicked off with a plentiful cocktail hour. 
Guests arrived, eager to browse the raffle and board 
prizes and try their luck in the casino. The room was 
buzzing with excitement until it was time to sit down 
for dinner and this year’s event program. 

NSSA was honored to have the family of our beloved 
staff member Gina Doria-Pisaeno in attendance 
that night. This year’s annual video is dedicated 
to her memory. We shared both joy and tears as 
we remembered Gina and the love she had for our 
students and clients. We thank Gina’s loved ones for 
being with us at this year’s Dinner Dance. They will 
always remain a part of the NSSA family.

It was our pleasure to celebrate this year’s graduates 
and their families. Jack and Patrick have worked so 
hard and made amazing progress at the Martin C. 
Barell School. We are so proud of them and we know 
they will continue to be successful in NSSA’s Adult 
Services program. Congratulations!

This year, NSSA set a goal to make this Dinner Dance 
anniversary even more special. We hoped to rally our 
supporters to help us raise 25K for our 25th year. The 
guests were able to watch as a virtual thermometer 
rose with each donation we received. We are so 

proud and beyond grateful to announce that we surpassed our goal. From the bottom of our hearts, we thank everyone who 
contributed and made this possible. The generosity of our guests and supporters will go such a long way in helping NSSA 
to expand our reach and to continue to improve the lives of our students and clients.

We simply couldn’t have such a successful event without our wonderful sponsors. Thank you so much to our Gold Sponsors: 
Tom Moran & Mutual of America; Silver Sponsors: Friends of the Food Industry, Pat & Mary Beth Miranda and The Fanning 
Family: Maureen, Sean & Patrick; Bronze Sponsor: The D’Avanzo Family; Printing Sponsor: Tobay Printing; and Raffle 
Sponsors: The Wigdor Family and Ned Lustbader. 

We are so grateful to everyone who helped us to provide such exceptional prizes. Special thanks to: The NSSA Parent 
Association for contributing two Lady Gaga concert tickets, Pat and Mary Beth Miranda for donating a week-long stay at 
Smuggler’s Notch Resort, Michael Rodriguez for four Mets tickets in a box behind home plate at Citifield, Craig Marino of 
CleanCo Distributors Inc. for two orchestra tickets to Phantom of the Opera on Broadway and Christine Monahan for the 
donation of an iPad mini. 

The 25th Annual Dinner for Our Children was a memorable success. We hope you can join us next year, Saturday, April 14, 
2018 at Leonard’s Palazzo in Great Neck for another great evening.        n



9NASSAU SUFFOLK SERVICES FOR AUTISM  |  SPRING 2017  |  WWW.NSSAINFO.ORG

News from | The Development Office

To supplement the funds raised through NSSA’s special events, the Development Office works to secure funding from 
foundations, corporations, businesses, and government offices on an on-going basis. The Development Office is 
proud to announce the receipt of the following grants and donations:

January 2017
 •   Bike to the Beach for Autism donated $8,000 from proceeds of its 2016 NY Ride
 •   Autism Speaks announced it would award NSSA a Family Services Local Grant of $5,000 

November 2016
 •   R&S Strauss Family Foundation donated $6,500
 •   Nassau County AHRC Foundation, Inc. granted $1,000
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NSSA | Dances the Night Away

Our friends at Smithtown High School East once again hosted a Winter Dance for 
NSSA students and clients who were over 14 years old. The cafeteria was decorated 
with a winter theme, refreshments were served by Smithtown High School students, 

DJ Matt Figuccio kept the dance floor jumping…and there were smiles everywhere. 
NSSA staff volunteered their services to be sure everyone had a good time. Thank you to 
Smithtown High School East for providing our students and clients with another evening of 
fun and friendship!     n

Smithtown High School East | Friends Visit NSSA

After years of hosting holiday and spring celebration parties for NSSA’s older teen students and young adults, student 
members of the Leadership Club at Smithtown HS East paid a visit to NSSA this past February.  Our staff prepared a 
presentation to teach them a bit about autism. The Smithtown students brought arts and craft projects, a toilet paper 

fashion show that was a lot of fun, and a necklace project made with beads that had special meaning. NSSA topped off the 
visit with a pizza party before our friends from Smithtown returned home.  

For over six years members of this club have created joyous celebrations that encourage our students and clients to dance, 
socialize, and take part in festive activities. Their thoughtfulness and kindness have been abundant and welcoming. We are 
delighted to call them our friends!      n
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We      Art | at NSSA

NSSA has been getting crafty. Our receptionist, Tori Ardito, has been creating projects for our students and clients to 
express creativity and have a little fun! You may have already seen some of Tori’s talent on display throughout our 
hallways and at events. Remember those fun picture frames and the photo booth at Sibling Day? Tori’s creations have 

been a hit!

She is currently studying Sociology and aspires to become a Recreational Therapist in the future. Tori’s art sessions kicked 
off during the holiday season with an innovative candle craft. She explained the process and then she and the teachers 
helped students and clients to follow instructions and complete their projects.
 
The next craft turned out to be a sweet Valentine’s Day treat. Students created “love bugs” and stuffed them with M&Ms.  
Tori’s latest idea was a spring-themed Mother’s Day gift. Students decorated small glass pitchers with stickers and stamps 
and filled them with flower shaped lollipops. The delightful gifts came out great! 

The art projects have provided a great opportunity to teach new leisure skills. Students and clients get to practice following 
directions while creating something of their own. Thanks for your imaginative ideas Tori. We can’t wait to see what everyone 
creates next!      n

NSSA Adult Clients | Join Winters 
Bros. for Presentation 

NSSA clients, Chris and Brian, accompanied their 
employers from Winters Bros. Waste Systems to an 
educational visit at Samoset Middle School in Lake 

Ronkonkoma. Will Flower, general manager at Winters Bros., 
taught Samoset students all about what happens to trash 
after we are done with it! 

Brian and Chris assisted Mr. Flower as he involved students 
in hands-on learning about reusable and recyclable materials. 
Afterwards, Chris and Brian had a chance to talk to the middle 
school students about their experiences working at Winters 
Bros. They were proud to share their stories with such a great 
audience. Many thanks to Will Flower and Al Neri of Winters 
Bros. and Deborah Neri of Samoset Middle School for sharing 
this special day with NSSA!     n
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Winters Bros. | Builds Opportunities  

NSSA will once again benefit from the kindness and generosity of our friends at Winters Bros. Waste Systems. Recently, 
the company moved their Long Island location and now operates out of a brand new, state-of-the-art complex in West 
Babylon. When planning the construction of their new facility, Winters Bros. kept NSSA in mind. 

The company has gone above and beyond for NSSA over the past several years through donations, securing sponsorships 
for our fundraising events and employing two NSSA clients. Now Winters Bros. has included us in the infrastructure of their 
business. The design of their West Babylon facility includes customized space for NSSA students and clients to practice 
vocational training and job sampling. They will have access to the cafeteria and have areas to relax and take breaks as well. 
Winters Bros. plans to customize even more space that NSSA can utilize in the future.

NSSA is both humbled and grateful to know that Winters Bros. took the needs of our students and clients into consideration 
when designing their headquarters. This wonderful opportunity that the company created for the individuals that we serve 
was a selfless act for which we will be forever thankful. A safe and productive space like this will benefit our students and 
clients for years to come. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts, Winters Bros.!      n

NSSA Celebrates | Teacher Appreciation Day

In honor of Teacher Appreciation Day, NSSA treated teachers and direct support professionals to an outdoor barbecue  
and a chance to spin the prize wheel. The work that they do truly makes a difference and we appreciate them every day. 
Thanks so much to our wonderful staff for their hard work and commitment to our students and clients.     n
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Fun at | 
Barnes & Noble Fundraiser

NSSA Lights It Up Blue | 
for Autism Awareness

April is Autism Awareness Month and NSSA  
marked the occasion with a day of blue. 
Teachers, staff and students wore blue shirts, we  

decorated our halls and classrooms and our school 
building was lit up with blue lights to show our 
support. Every individual affected by autism deserves a  
fulfilled life of dignity and purpose. We strive to provide 
our students and clients with the opportunity and tools 
to be a part of the community. This also means helping 
to promote the understanding and acceptance of  
those living with autism. Tens of thousands face an 
autism diagnosis each year, so light it up blue every April 
to show support for the wonderful individuals like those 
that NSSA serves each day!     n

On April 4, 2017, the East Northport Barnes & 
Noble bookstore generously held a fundraiser and 
activity day for NSSA. NSSA Adult Services client 

Brian exhibited his artwork and there were activities 
such as cupcake decorating and "ice cream cone" seed 
planting that were available for all visitors. Our friends 
at Commack School District came to lend a hand. They 
raised awareness and funds and helped to make this 
event even more successful! NSSA students, clients 
and staff stopped to by to enjoy snacks from the coffee 
shop and support the event. A portion of sales on that 
day were donated to NSSA. Thank you so much, Barnes 
& Noble for celebrating Autism Awareness Month with 
NSSA!      n
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Parent Association | Does it Again 

The NSSA Parent Association has continued its vision of family support, education, and community by planning fun 
events for our clients and their families, in addition to supporting fundraising goals for the organization. We kicked off 
the 2016-2017 school year with a successful membership drive and immediately began brainstorming how to best 

enrich our programs at both The Martin C. Barell School and Adult Services Programs.

Girl talk was the only thing on the agenda when several of us ladies gathered at Honu Kitchen and Cocktails in Huntington 
Village for “Mom’s Night Out” on November 10th. Laughs, cheers, and great conversation were shared over a delicious 
dinner and drinks. It was a great opportunity for our “village” to exchange ideas and support one another, while enjoying a 
fun evening out!

A significant part of the PA’s mission is giving back to NSSA by volunteering and fundraising for events, such as the Wine 
Tasting at the Garden City Country Club. Our membership dues enabled us to place a full page journal ad, as well as 
contribute towards the purchase of a Louis Vuitton handbag as a board prize. We congratulate the Wine Tasting committee 
for their outstanding efforts!

Once again we were able to coordinate holiday gift giving for our wonderful teachers, direct support professionals, and 
administration, as well as some last day of program festivities for our children and adult clients. Once again we rocked the 
gym at our annual “Winter Break Kick-Off” Party with live music, dancing, pizza, and sweet treats. Thanks again to guitarist 
Fish for returning to NSSA and getting us into the holiday groove!

Students and clients received a late holiday gift in January, when Staff Development Day provided them with an extra day 
off! Several of us took this opportunity to channel our inner Van Gogh with a trip to CLAYTIME in Huntington Village. Each 
selected a ceramic piece to paint while enjoying lunch and each other’s company. Thanks to Stacy and Ashley of CLAYTIME, 
for all their help and creative input!

For more information on the Parent Association, please contact Lisa Walford at wallach308@aol.com or Cindy Wittels at 
cwittels@gmail.com     n
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Drumroll | Please

Jack Licitra of South Bay Arts is passionate about music. NSSA was fortunate to be introduced to Jack by a staff member 
and now he’s bringing his love of music to our students and clients.

Jack came to the Martin C. Barell School in April with enough bongos in tow for each class to have a 15-minute trial session. 
From this brief trial, NSSA staff were able to determine which students and clients would enjoy and benefit from ongoing 
drum classes at Jack’s studio.

Some clients and students have enjoyed music classes in the past and they have been used as reinforcers for skill acquisition 
and appropriate behavior. It’s also a good group activity and practice for following group directions and remaining on task. 
Music classes are also an excellent way to teach and develop new leisure interests and skills that our students and clients 
can enjoy during their down time.

The happy faces and enthusiastic drumming indicated that this exercise was a beneficial one and some of our students and 
clients will be attending and enjoying future drum classes at South Bay Arts in Bayport.     n



Save | The Dates 
June 9, 2017 NSSA is fielding a team of bicyclists for Bike to the Beach  
 for Autism. If you would like to register to ride or  
 make a donation, please visit: https://my.biketothebeach.org/ 
 NassauSuffolkServicesforAutism.

Aug. 12, 2017 NSSA is hosting its first ever Brew-B-Q at Great South Bay  
 Brewery in Bay Shore, NY. 2-6pm, rain or shine. Visit  
 www.nssainfo.org for more information and to register, or  
 email brewbq@nssa.net

Sept. 18, 2017 NSSA’s 19th Annual Golf Classic will be held at a new  
 venue: Colonial Springs Golf Course, 1 Long Island Avenue,  
 Farmingdale, NY 11735.  For more information call NSSA at  
 631-462-0386 or email: golfclassic@nssa.net.

Oct. 6, 2017 A Special Night for Our Special Kids at Adventureland is  
 scheduled for 6:30-9:30pm (raindate Oct. 12 6:30-9:30pm).

Nov. 4, 2017 NSSA will host its 18th Annual Wine Tasting & Auction at  
 Garden City Country Club. For more information email  
 winetasting@nssa.net or call (631) 462-0386.

April 14, 2018 NSSA’s 26th Annual Dinner for Our Children will be held  
 at Leonard’s Palazzo, Great Neck. To be added to our mailing list  
 for an invitation, email dinnerdance@nssa.net.

80 Hauppauge Road
Commack, NY 11725

SAVE THE DATE
Please Join Us For

NSSA’s 19th Annual
Golf Classic

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2017

Colonial Springs Golf Club
1 Long Island Ave.,

Farmingdale, NY 11735


