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Teacher | Appreciation Week

T

his past May, in honor of
Teacher Appreciation Week, the
Parent Association generously
donated a catered luncheon buffet
along with gift bottles of cheer for
the NSSA staff. Thanks so much to
our wonderful NSSA parents for this
expression of gratitude that was
enjoyed by all. n

Mission | Statement

N

assau Suffolk Services for Autism (NSSA) offers hope to people with autism and their
families by providing high quality, life-long support through services which enable
people with autism to function better in everyday life.
NSSA offers the most advanced treatment and training programs for the benefit of
people with autism, and will continue to pioneer, through research, comprehensive treatment
models which can be adopted nationally. n
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Four Green Fields
by Kathy Mannion
What did I have, said the fine old woman
What did I have, this proud old woman did say
I had four green fields, each one was a jewel
But strangers came and tried to take them from me . . .

T

hese words are the opening lyrics of one of my favorite Irish ballads; one that I learned as a child and enjoyed for
years every time I heard it sung. The song tells the story of the four provinces of Ireland and the struggles of the
Irish people to regain control of those provinces and their hope that their ravaged fields would bloom once again.

After our four sons were born I often sang that song to them, while rocking them to sleep during those late sleepless
nights. I thought of our boys as my very own four green fields, and indeed each one was a precious jewel. But the song
took on an entirely different meaning when our sons Brian and Daniel were diagnosed with autism.
The stranger that “came and tried to take them from me” was autism. And our struggle and battles to find answers and
hope were as valiant and steadfast a battle as the song describes. It’s hard to explain what it is like to have a child
that doesn’t recognize your face, return your love and affection and isn’t comforted by your voice, your touch or your
presence. The feelings of failure, desperation and hopelessness that we felt were all consuming and overwhelming.
The days were long and the nights were endless. The behaviors got worse, the problems got bigger, the needs became
more substantial, and the demands on our time were relentless. Life became too painful to witness, too exhausting to
endure and, seemingly, too difficult to survive.
A simple trip to the grocery store with the children took all the courage we could muster. Typical family outings to the
park, the library, or a friend’s house were virtually impossible. Visits to the pediatrician’s office became a nightmare,
and our house was in a state of unending chaos. We were imprisoned in our own home, able to do less and less, as
our world became smaller and smaller. We watched other families from afar enjoying family life and wondered if we
ever would.
I began to believe that autism truly had
taken my children from me. They didn’t
know how to communicate, attend, play,
interact, comprehend, follow directions,
ask for help, recognize danger, and
could neither give nor return love and
affection. They were locked and lost
in their own seemingly impenetrable
worlds, and their dad and I were equally
meaningless to them.
Two decades ago it was our good fortune
to have Brian and Daniel enrolled in the
Martin C. Barell School. Twenty years of
intensive teaching and parent training
in Applied Behavior Analysis, massive
effort, trials, behavior plans, and tears,
along with the unwavering love and
support of family and friends each step
of the way all combined to lead us from
the darkness to a place we thought was
beyond reach.
Continued on next page
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On a beautiful September afternoon our eldest son Michael was about to be married. All three of his brothers, Patrick,
Brian and Daniel were his groomsmen, dressed in tuxedos and posing for pictures with our family and the bridal party.
Our babies are now handsome young men, and each was truly excited about what was about to happen. Brian and
Daniel’s excitement leading up to the wedding was palpable and contagious and we, along with the entire NSSA family,
had worked so hard over so many years to prepare them for this day.
As all four boys posed for a picture, along with Katie, Michael’s beautiful bride who welcomed all of us so graciously
into her family, I was overwhelmed with emotion and pride. There they were, our four handsome sons, my four green
fields, all grown up, all able to participate and all thoroughly enjoying the role they were playing, the attention they were
getting and the love and affection they were sharing with each other.
Autism had been the stranger that came and “tried to take them from me,” but NSSA has been and remains our
steadfast partner, refusing to let that happen. With its unwavering guidance, support, wisdom and love, our four green
fields are blooming once again. n

Three New Students Enroll | at Martin C. Barell School

N

SSA is delighted to welcome three new students to its Education Program, the Martin C. Barell School. We look
forward to watching the progress that Brett, Liam, and Sean will make as they take this exciting journey! n

Liam

Brett

Sean

The First Ride | on Turbulence

S

teve Gentile and our friends at Adventureland introduced their state of the art roller coaster, Turbulence, on Friday
May 22nd. The Gentile family made First Ride for A Cause another wonderful opportunity to support NSSA and
another local charity. By selling $5 chances for a seat, the charity to raise the most money would get to take the
first ride on Turbulence.
Our friends and supporters came through in a big way and made NSSA the winner of First Ride for A Cause!
Thanks to the Gentile Family, Adventureland, and everyone who participated. n

Gentile family (in green) at ribbon cutting ceremony for first ride on Turbelence
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Justin Tibaldi and Steve Gentile excited for the first ride
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Jack’s Run | Does It Again

N

ow in its 9th year, Jack’s Run has again lived up to its
objectives: raising awareness of autism along with funds to
support NSSA programs. The May 9th 5K Run/Walk took
place at North Hempstead Beach Park, Port Washington, drawing
a great crowd of runners, volunteers, and spectators. Though the
day began with clouds and mist, NSSA was once again able to
complete the event before the rain fell.
This year’s Overall Winners both rewrote Jack’s Run history. Michael
Dorman, 29, finished in 19:21:06 at a pace of 6:14, becoming the
first runner to win Men’s Overall twice! Sophia Muccini, at age
12, became the youngest Women’s Overall Winner of Jack’s Run.
Sophia finished at 19:59:1 at a pace of 6:26. Congratulations to
Michael and Sophia!
We are especially appreciative of our sponsors whose generosity
contributed so much. For their exceptional support we thank these
Sponsors: Event: Miranda Sambursky Slone Sklarin Verveniotis;
Silver: Bulldog Ventures, Mary Beth & Pat Miranda; Bronze: Merry
& Rich Slone, Tara Slone-Goldstein and Wayne Goldstein Family
Fund, Steven & Maria Verveniotis; Partner: James Horton Butt &
Family, Roberta Goldstein, Long Island Hotels, Bank of America,
US Investment Corp.; Friend: The Emby Family, Laurie & Steve
Girsky, Erik Helms, Jonas Chiropractic, William Kreitsek, Sr., The
Leighton Family, Barry Margolis, On-Time Reporting, Allison & Jeff
Rubin, Sharie & Graham Sellers, and Greg Vandia.

From left: Josh White, Rich Slone, Merry Slone, Nesquik Bunny, Max Miranda,
Ali Leighton, Megan Poulos, with Justin and Brandon Tibaldi in front

Anna Casey, Evelyn and Jim Cahill, Colleen and Fiona Cahill
walking as a family to support NSSA

Jack’s Run is renowned for its exceptional
breakfast spread. For their delectable donations
we thank: Bagel Boss- Roslyn, Coca Cola
Refreshments, Entenmann’s, Holiday Farms,
Horn of Plenty, Kuck’s Deli, Nestle Nesquik,
Nestle Water, and WB Mason. We also enjoyed
the company of the Nesquik bunny. Thank you all
for your contributions to NSSA.
Many thanks to all of our participants, sponsors,
donors, and volunteers! We hope you join us
again next year! n
Men’s overall winner Michael Dorman

Women’s Overall winner Sophia Muccini
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17th Annual Golf Classic | Raises Funds For NSSA!

N

SSA’s 17th Annual Golf Classic was a
resounding success! Attendance for the July
27th event broke previous attendance records
to such an extent that a second tee time had to be
added. Sponsorships were record breaking. It was
an exceptional day for NSSA at the lovely Sands Point
Golf Club.
Joe Longo, who has steadfastly chaired this event
from its very first year, spoke movingly in thanks of
all who supported the event and of the importance
fundraising holds for the many individuals and families
touched by autism that NSSA serves. Thanks again
for a splendid job Joe!
Thanks too to new Barell School dad, Joe Winters,
whose efforts in drumming up sponsorships,
donations, and golfers contributed mightily
to the day’s success. We thank Joe for his
incredible contributions to this year’s
event.
Congratulations to the Winning Foursome of Stuart Polsky, Scott Polsky,
Bob Simpson, and Joe Matta. This year
for the first time we had a tie for second
place, so we offer our congratulations
to the Foursome of Joe Winters, Tom
Fitzgerald, Bill Brennan, and Michael Blecher
and the Foursome of Craig Wigley, Mike Boslet,
John Kilcullen, and Brad Warfield. The Putting
Contest was won by Barell School dad Bob Dempsey!
Closest to the Pin was won by Tom Rooney in the a.m.
and Joe Perry in the afternoon. Mike Nelson won the
Longest Drive in the morning and Robert Antretter in
the afternoon.
NSSA received exceptional Sponsorship support for
this year’s event. We are honored to acknowledge
the generosity of our Classic Sponsors: Clairvest
Group, Inc., Scarinci & Hollenbec, and The Winters
Family Foundation and Corporate Sponsors: Action
Environmental Group, Antonacci Family Foundation,
Comerica Bank, The Danzi Family, Gabrielli Truck
Sales, Imaging Technology and Visible Solutions,
Industrial Coverage, Lafarge, Littler Mendelson,
PC, N&V International, Neves Trucking, Pullman &
Comley, LLC, The Donaldson Organization, The Rizzo
Companies, United Service Workers Union, IUJAT,
Wheelabrator Technologies, and Winters Bros. We
are indebted to Raffle Sponsors: Joe and Donna
Longo. Many thanks to our Front Nine Sponsors: Pat
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and Mary Beth Miranda and Back Nine Sponsors: JC
Industries and Pat and Mary Beth Miranda. Green
Machine Sales kindly became our Caddy Sponsor.
Dinner Sponsorships were generously taken by
Aireactor, Barrasso & Sons, and D&M Construction
Services, Inc.
NSSA thanks our Cocktail Hour
Sponsors: Hon. Tom Gulotta, Heavy Equipment Repair
Corporation of New York, Inc., Islandwide Auto and
Truck Collision Ltd., Modzelewski’s Towing, People’s
Petroleum Products Inc., Sanitary Equipment Co.,
Inc., Silverman & Acampora, and the Suffolk County
Republican Committee- John Jay LaValle, Chairman.
Green Sponsors were Cahill, Gordon & Reindel LLP,
Prestige Builders, LLC, and Risk Strategies. We
are very appreciative of our many Lunch Sponsors:
All Island Excavating Corp., American Recycling
Management, LLC, Anchor Engineering Services,
Inc., B&E Equipment and Maintenance, Designs
for Vision, Inc., East End Sign Design
Inc., Edward Ehrbar, Hub International
Northeast, Maggio Environmental, The
Ronga Family, Tom and Rose Marie
Rosenthal, and United Asset Strategies.
Our sincere thanks go to our Breakfast
Sponsors: Circle Lubricants, Cushman
Wakefield, The Jack Fanning Memorial
Foundation, Mango & Huber CPA’s, and
Signature Bank. Thanks to our Hole In One
Sponsor: Barrasso and Sons and to all our
Tee Sponsors!
We are extremely appreciative of all our golfers,
donors, and volunteers for adding to the success of
this event.
NSSA received spectacular Prize donations. For
their Live Auction Prize donations we thank: Sands
Point Golf Club for a Foursome, Tom Fitzgerald for
a flight to Block Island, Hilary Kozarowicz for Four
NY Mets Tickets, and David and Cindy Wittels for a
Slot Machine. Our Board prizes were just as amazing.
Thanks to Bill Haugland, Sr. for donating a premium
Citifield Suite for 25 guests to see the Mets and to
Mike Somma for four premium tickets to An American
In Paris.
Please mark your calendars for next year’s event,
scheduled to be held Monday, July 25th at Sands
Point Golf Club. We would love to see you there! n
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Summer Fun | at NSSA
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Bike to the Beach | for Autism

A New Friend Swims | for NSSA

N

O

SSA once again manned a rest stop in support of
Bike to the Beach for Autism at their NY 100 mile
ride on June 5th. What began as a bicycle ride
of two friends has grown into a non-profit organization
that promotes biking and raises funds to benefit autism
research and awareness at multiple century rides each
year. NSSA is very grateful to be among the organizations
to benefit from donations we have received from Bike to
the Beach for Autism. We look forward to participating at
next year’s event! n

n the 24th of July, Gil Blum turned 89. The very
next day he swam the 25 yard length of his condo’s
outdoor pool underwater to raise funds for NSSA.
In recognition of what one good man can do, Mr. Blum
raised over $5,500 for NSSA from his family and friends!
Many thanks to Gil and his lovely wife Sondra. We are so
appreciative of your kind friendship! n

Carley’s Kicks | for A Cure

F

ourteen year old Carley Schor has a unique artistic talent that she has parlayed
into a philanthropic business. The founder of Carley’s Kicks for a Cure creates
art on white canvas sneakers and donates half of the proceeds to autism
charities. On a visit this spring, Carley donated 6 iPad minis to NSSA. Thank you
very much Carley!
You can buy Carley’s amazing sneakers and help a good cause at the same
time, by visiting her website: www.carleyskicksforcure.com n
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Commack HS Tennis | Fundraises for NSSA

O

n May 26th the Commack HS Boys Varsity Tennis Team held its 4th Annual Teacher/Student Mixed Doubles
Tournament, Tennis for Autism. Raffle prizes were donated and sold as part of the festivities. We thank Coach
Shane Helfner and the team for raising $830.50 for NSSA! n

Teacher’s Federal Credit Union |
Supports NSSA

N

SSA was delighted to be selected by
Teachers Federal Credit Union to be
the beneficiary of its April is Autism
Awareness campaign. TFCU’s staff and
customers sold 7,000 Autism Ribbon signs to
raise $3,500 for NSSA! Thanks so very much to
all our friends at TFCU. n

All On Deck | for Autism

A

unique and exciting fundraiser was held on July 11th to benefit
NSSA at the Off Key Tiki, Patchogue. Linda Jandris, of NSSA’s
HR Dept., organized a beautiful summer day for guests to enjoy
cocktails and appetizers overlooking the beautiful waters of Long Island’s
south shore. Guests danced the day away to the tunes of a band on the
restaurant’s private sandy beach.
Raffle prizes for the event shared the theme of “Things to do around
Long Island” and included certificates for a sailing trip, fishing trips, rock
climbing, zip lining, a day of trampoline fun, paint ball, golfing, a zombie
adventure, lunch for four aboard the south shore riverboat Lauren Kristie,
and a sailing adventure on the restored 1800’s sailboat, The Priscilla. The Grand Raffle, donated by Vincent Grieco of
Grand Concierge, was an Opening Day Jets package of tickets, bus ride, and tailgate. We thank Fortband Services for
their generous donation. A special thank you to Linda Jandris and all our donors and guests for their kind support! n

NASSAU SUFFOLK SERVICES FOR AUTISM | FALL 2015 | WWW.NSSAINFO.ORG

11

Summer Day Camp

B

eginning in 2007 and for one week each summer thereafter, NSSA has provided Day Camp for 36 children and
young adults with autism. The camp takes place during a break from the program year to provide structure and
opportunities to develop sports and leisure skills.

As they do each year, staff came up with great recreational and craft ideas to keep the campers engaged and productive.
A blow up bounce house with a water slide was a huge hit, as were the many trips to the community. A great time was
had by all as this photo montage attests. n
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Sibling Day | At NSSA

A

t NSSA we know that even though only one family member may have autism, the entire family will be
impacted. So we encourage family members to visit NSSA often and to embrace the parent training
offered to help them to develop strategies for improving family life. Siblings are welcome year round, but
one day each summer NSSA holds a special Sibling Day for the brothers and sisters of its students and clients.
NSSA staff puts together a day for everyone to enjoy. They plan special activities and craft projects. A bounce house with
waterslide is set up; and opportunities abound for students to demonstrate newly-learned skills to their families. The
siblings have a chance to interact with their own brothers and sisters, and to meet with other siblings like themselves.
Sibling Day is a whole lot of fun and a whole lot more. n

A Voice | of Autism

J

ason, a Roslyn High School student in NSSA’s
Consultation Program, shared his journey with autism and
the importance of ABA intervention with NSSA students,
clients, and staff at the close of the summer session. In a video
titled The Voice of Autism that previewed at the Long Island
Behavior Analysis Conference (LI-BAC), Matt Scott, Jason’s
film instructor, documented this young man’s earliest days with
autism and the enormous strides ABA helped him to make.
The film featured commentary that illuminated the treatment
process from autism professionals who had worked with Jason
over the years. We are so very proud of Jason and celebrate
his outstanding accomplishments!
n
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NSSA Congratulates |
2015 Graduates

O

n June 11th NSSA celebrated the graduations of Alex, Michele, and
Ronny, who completed their studies at The Martin C. Barell School.
In their caps and gowns and with their parents, friends, and family
in attendance, the graduates were each presented with a diploma. Stacey
Agosta presented a video highlighting their time at The Barell School.
Representatives from each school district came to offer encouraging words.
The ceremony was capped by a joyous gathering and delicious cake. n

Buy A Brick | Leave A Lasting Impression!
Bricks for NSSA’s Walk of Fame are available in two sizes:
4” x 8” @ $100 each and 8” x 8” @ $250 each.
For further information call NSSA at (631) 462-0386

Staff Notes | Announcements and Congratulations!
Anniversaries NSSA Congratulates:
• Jena Kaden, Jason Watson, Jacquie Frangoulis, and Deb Kennedy on their 15 years of service
• Nicole Ness for her 10 years of service
• Laura Del Colle and Stephanie Lennon for their 5 years of service
Births Our best wishes to:
• Laura and Danny Del Colle, on the birth of Gabriella Grace on May 18
• Andrea and John McNeal, whose daughter Mary Rose was born on September 1st
Weddings Our best wishes to:
• Jeanette Gould and Leo Munar on their June 20th marriage
• Dan Richards and Shani Bohbot who were married on June 29th
• Michael Mannion and Katie Reres on their September 19th wedding
Engagements Congratulations to
• Chris Baum and Kim Pavill who were engaged on April 2nd
• Cara Pascal and Kevin Stamm on their April 7th engagement

14
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Spring Dance | At Smithtown HS East

O

n May 1st students at Smithtown HS East threw a glorious Spring Dance for
teenage Martin C. Barell School students and young adults in the NSSA Adult
Services Program. The Smithtown students spent a huge amount of time and
energy transforming the cafeteria into a very lovely under the sea wonderland! They
served pizza, salad, and soft drinks to the NSSA contingent and encouraged our
students and clients to dance and socialize. There was even a photo booth with props
to commemorate a beautiful evening.
We are so very grateful to NSSA staff for spending their Friday evening to ensure that all
went well. Thanks so very much to the Smithtown HS East students for giving NSSA’s
young adults this wonderful opportunity to participate in a dance! We are so appreciative
of your kind, thoughtful, and generous spirits. We think you are the BEST!!! n

News | From The Development Office

T

o supplement the funds raised through NSSA’s special events, the Development Office works to
secure funding from foundations, corporations, businesses, and government offices on an on-going
basis. The Development Office is proud to announce the receipt of the following grants and donations:

September 2015
• North Shore Autism Circle granted $20,000 to repair and upgrade the NSSA track

August 2015
• Gil Blum swam underwater the length of his condominium’s pool on the day after he turned 89 and raised
		 over $5,500 for NSSA
July 2015
• Commack HS Boys Varsity Tennis raised $830.50 for NSSA at this year’s Teacher/Student Mixed Doubles
		Tournament
June 2015
• Adventureland introduced Turbulence, it’s new and exciting rollercoaster, and raised $870 with First Ride for a
		Cause
May 2015
• Stella II Pizzeria hosted an April Autism fundraiser that raised $1,122 for NSSA
• Teachers Federal Credit Union donated $3,500 from the sale of NSSA Autism Awareness ribbon signs
• Wheatley Plaza Gives Back donated $3,582.92 from shopping event proceeds
April 2015
• Richard & Bette Saltzman Foundation donated $5,000
• Carley Schor, age 14, donated 6 iPad minis from the sale of her sneaker art
• Artist Noel Darvie and Barnes Gallery, Garden City donated $1,860 from art sale and raffle proceeds
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80 Hauppauge Road
Commack, NY 11725

Save | The Dates
Oct 15-18, 2015

Support NSSA by shopping at Wheatley Plaza Gives Back shopping event,
extended to four days from Thursday, October 15 through Sunday, October 18.
NSSA will receive 25% of designated pre-tax purchases at participating businesses.
Register at: wpgivesback.org and please select NSSA as your benefitting charity

Nov 7, 2015

Our 17th Annual Wine Tasting and Auction returns to Garden City Country Club.
For more info call NSSA at (631) 462-0386 or email winetasting@nssa.net

April 16, 2016

The 24th Annual Dinner for Our Children at Leonard’s Palazzo, Great Neck.
For more information call NSSA at (631) 462-0386 or email dinnerdance@nssa.net

April 26, 2016

A Special Night for Our Special Kids at Adventureland is scheduled for 7-10pm.
Raindate April 27, 7-10pm.

July 25, 2016

The 18th Annual NSSA Golf Classic will take place at Sands Point Golf Club.
For more information call NSSA at (631) 462-0386 or email golfclassic@nssa.net

