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On Sunday, November
19, Nassau Suffolk
Services for Autism
hosted a Grand Opening
Celebration at its new
location at 80 Hauppauge
Road in Commack. Exec-
utive Director Nicole
Weidenbaum welcomed
Senator John Flanagan,
Legislator Steven Stern,
and many long-time sup-
porters to NSSA’s new
headquarters.

Over 300 guests were
on hand to celebrate. The
ceremonial ribbon was
cut by Senator John
Flanagan with the help of
several students attend-
ing NSSA’s Martin C.
Barell School. The day
marked the culmination
of more than two years of planning, designing,
renovating, and fundraising. The new facility is

designed to meet the unique needs of NSSA’s
students and clients.

The project was a labor of love that required the
expertise, cooperation, and compassion of many
people and organizations. NSSA extends its heartfelt
thanks to all those who supported this endeavor.

Funds were raised through pledges to NSSA’s
Capital Campaign, Changing Lives…Building Futures
and the purchase of commemorative bricks that are
installed in NSSA’s Walk of Fame. The bricks are
engraved with messages of love, encouragement,
and support and can still bepurchased for
future installation.

The day was a celebration of NSSA’s mission, the
dedicated professionals who fulfill that mission, and
all the individuals and families touched by autism that
have become part of the NSSA family. �

Senator John Flanagan cuts the ribbon to start the day’s festivities!

Legislator Stern and NSSA Executive Director Nicole
Weidenbaum & Associate Executive Director Kathy Mannion

NSSA Celebrates Opening of its New Headquarters
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MISSION STATEMENT
Nassau Suffolk Services for Autism (NSSA) offers hope to people with autism
and their families by providing high quality life-long support through services
which enable people with autism to function better in everyday life.

NSSA offers the most advanced treatment and training programs for the
benefit of people with autism, and will continue to pioneer, through research,
comprehensive treatment models which can be adopted nationally.

DDoo  yyoouu  kknnooww  aallll  tthhee  wwaayyss  yyoouu  sshhoouulldd  mmeeaassuurree  yyoouurr  cchhiilldd’’ss  ggrroowwtthh??
We naturally think of height and weight, but from birth to 5 years, your child
should reach milestones in how he plays, learns, speaks and acts. A delay in any
of these areas could be a sign of a developmental problem, even autism. The
good news is, the earlier it’s recognized the more you can do to help your child
reach their full potential.

A child or adult with ASD might:
• not play “pretend” games (pretend to “feed” a doll) 
• not point at objects to show interest (point at an airplane flying over) 
• not look at objects when another person points at them
• have trouble relating to others or not have an interest in other people at all 
• avoid eye contact and want to be alone 
• have trouble understanding other people’s feelings or talking about their own feelings 
• prefer not to be held or cuddled or might cuddle only when they want to
• appear to be unaware when other people talk to them but respond to other sounds
• be very interested in people, but not know how to talk, play, or relate to them
• repeat or echo words or phrases said to them, or repeat words or phrases in
place of normal language (echolalia) 
• have trouble expressing their needs using typical words or motions
• repeat actions over and over again
• have trouble adapting when a routine changes
• have unusual reactions to the way things smell, taste, look, feel, or sound
• lose skills they once had (for instance, stop saying words they were once using) 

Source: www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/autism/actearly

Last month the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reported findings
from the first and largest summary of prevalence data from multiple U.S.
communities participating in an autism spectrum disorder surveillance proj-
ect. The results showed an average incidence of 6.7 per 1,000 which trans-
lates to one in 150 children having an Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD).  
With the increase in identification of ASD’s comes an overwhelming need

for additional services and quality service providers.  NSSA is working hard
to meet the increased need for the services it provides.  While our education
program (The Martin C. Barell School) has a state-mandated limitation of
25 students, we have grown our Consultation Services Program over the
past several years to include consultation for students and training to school
district staff throughout Nassau and Suffolk Counties.
In addition, we continue to grow our In-home Respite Program, Saturday

Recreation Program, and Adult Services Program.  This summer we will
also be launching a Summer Camp Program.  
NSSA is deeply committed to providing high-quality supports and services

to individuals and families touched by autism.  I thank you for your continued
support which has enabled us to increase the types of services we provide and
the number of children and families we serve. – Nicole Weidenbaum

From the Executive Director…



By Denise Wigdor
One of the greatest joys a

parent can experience is the
pure satisfac-
tion of seeing
their child par-
ticipate in en-
joyable recre-
ational activi-
ties. Families
raising a child

with special needs can feel an even greater sense of
happiness when their child participates in community
based activities because they understand what a
tremendous accomplishment this is for their loved one
based on their child’s communication, social and
behavioral challenges.

Over the past two
years our son Ronny
has been an active
member of a bowling
league.  In addition, he
attends a weekly karate
class, plays basketball
(a two month pro-
gram), enjoys visits to
the library and more
recently has begun
horseback riding.
Through these special
organized activities,
Ronny is given count-
less opportunities to
socialize with other
children while enjoy-
ing a common interest.

The benefits are many, including learning a variety of
new skills, practicing appropriate behaviors, and expe-
riencing the great feeling of being successful.

Our long held hope for Ronny
has been about our desire to ensure
that he be an active member of our
community.  In spite of his diagno-
sis of autism, we never wanted him
to feel isolated from the rest of the
world or limited from enjoying all
our activity-filled community had to

offer.  With the support and guidance of his NSSA
teachers, Ronny has been able to utilize many of the
social and functional skills he has learned in school and
at home and apply them to a variety of situations and
events in the outside world.

We are sin-
cerely grateful to
the Martin C.
Barell School.
Over the years,
the concerted
efforts of its
teaching staff
have made a
tremendous dif-
ference in our
son’s life.  As a
result of their
dedicated efforts,
Ronny has worked
extremely hard
to be a part of the wonderful world around him and
as his loving family, we are more proud of him than
words could ever express.  His life has meaning and
that brings great joy to all of our lives. �

Ronny and his teacher from
the Martin C. Barell School

at his karate class

Ronnie Wigdor

Ronny enjoys a ride

Special Thanks to The Martin C. Barell School

His life has meaning,
and that brings great
joy to all of our lives.

NSSA Receives Donation of New Phone System
NSSA would like to extend heartfelt thanks to John

Nobles of Alternative Communication Solutions in
Commack for his generous donation and installation of
a new telephone system to NSSA. When John learned
about NSSA’s move to Commack, he let us know that
he was eager to help in any way he could. Before we
knew it, John had a system and two technicians on site
and ready to go so that we would have our phones
working prior to the opening of school in September.
John’s technicians, Ed Cunningham and Gordon
Reichert, worked non-stop to get the system operational

and to meet our
unique communi-
cation needs.  

We are deeply
grateful to John
for his generosity,
and to Ed and
Gordon for the
countless hours
they dedicated to
the project. �

Ed Cunningham, Kathy Mannion,
and John Nobles
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On April 21st NSSA will celebrate its 15th annual
Dinner for Our Children at the Crest Hollow Country
Club in Woodbury. The event, which began in the
basement of a local restaurant with only 100 guests in
attendance, has grown into a huge gala with dinner,
dancing, and a casino. This year’s Dinner for Our
Children will commemorate the many supporters who
have sustained NSSA over the years and brought the
dream of a new headquarters to life. 

NSSA will take tremendous pride in recognizing the
Andy Foundation of Garden City for their generous
contribution of our gorgeous new playground
equipment, beautiful backyard plantings, and murals.

The festivities will kick off at 7pm with the Cocktail
Hour and Buffet, followed by dinner and dancing.
Casinos by M and M will oversee the evening’s
gaming and music. 

Among this year’s spectacular live auction prizes will
be a twilight cruise of lower Manhattan for 10 guests
donated by John and Donna D’Eri aboard their 68’
Ferretti yacht. Cocktails and hors d’oeuvres are included
in this four hour cruise departing from Chelsea Piers.

Sponsorship opportunities and journal ads are
available at numerous levels. Tickets are $150 per
person. For further information or to make a purchase,
call NSSA at 631- 462-0386. �

Dinner for Our Chidren Reaches a Milestone

www.theandyfund.com

The Inaugural Jack’s Run for Autism Awareness
will take place at 9:30am on Saturday, June 9th in
Mineola, with all proceeds to benefit NSSA. Inspira-
tion for the race came from Michael Miranda and his
wife Ondine Slone Miranda, whose nephew Jack
attends NSSA’s Martin C. Barell School. Mr. and Mrs.
Miranda are founding partners of Miranda Sokoloff
Sambursky Slone Verveniotis LLP, a race sponsor.

The 5K (only 3.1 mile) Run/Walk will begin and end
in Wilson Park (between Roslyn Road and Glen Cove
Road.) The event will feature raffles, refreshments, and
t-shirts for all entrants. Pledge forms will be available

for those who cannot attend, but
would like to support NSSA.

In addition to Miranda Sokoloff
Sambursky Slone Verveniotis
LLP, a number of local merchants
are committed to Jack’s Run. Mr.
Jay, Kuck’s Deli, Gonzo’s, Yopp’s
Service Station, and Bistro St.
Germain have already donated

raffles, volunteer time, or refreshments. 
Sponsorship opportunities are still available. We

welcome your participation and any donations of
prizes, pledges, and volunteer time.

Further details will be forthcoming, including the
web address of the event website for easy registration.
Please contact Connie Grassle at 631-462-0386 ext. 18 or
cgrassle@nssa.net for further information. �

5K Run /Walk to Benefit NSSA

Jack and Michael Miranda
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By Mary Beth Miranda

The Cherry Valley Club of Garden City once again
provided a beautiful venue for NSSA’s 8th Annual Wine
Tasting and Auction.  On November 5, 2006, approxi-
mately 340 guests of the agency gathered to experience
an interesting variety of wines in a fun and party-like
atmosphere in order to raise funds for NSSA. 

This year’s results exceeded last year’s by approxi-
mately 35 percent due in part to the exceptional efforts
of our honorees, Michael and Ondine Miranda.  Their
assistance increased attendance by leaps and bounds.
Through the years Michael and Ondine have been
extremely generous to NSSA. We were delighted to
acknowledge their contributions at this year’s function
and to let them know how grateful we are for all they’re
doing for the children and families of NSSA. 

Peerless Imports’ Fedele Miranda and Joseph
Magliocco, who have donated the entire wine selection
for the past 8 years, were in attendance this year.  We
are so grateful for their exceptional generosity that
makes this evening possible and so memorable.  

We were also delighted to have had with us our event
sponsors, Merry and Richy Slone. In addition, we would
like to thank Pam and Marc Santospirito, Mary Miranda,
Edwin and Catherine Olson, and Linda and Howard
Weidenbaum for their very generous contributions of
prizes for our silent and live auctions.  We hope they
enjoyed seeing how their donations contributed to the
profitability and enjoyment of this very important event.

Other sponsors we would like to acknowledge are
the Cahill Family, Maureen Fanning, Pat & Mary Beth
Miranda, Barrasso & Sons, the Goldstein & Leighton

families, Vinny Muldoon of Old World Quality, and
U.S. Trust.  Additional thanks to Gina Doria, Carol
Ruocco, and Isabel Barrasso, as well as the entire Wine
Tasting committee, who were so instrumental in
organizing volunteers and prizes.

In addition, we would like to thank Mark Zaino of the
Cherry Valley Club for, once again, providing seamless
service, exceptional food, and a beautiful venue.

We are grateful to all of our volunteers, but we would
especially like to acknowledge the efforts of some of
our junior volunteers who so generously donated their
time: Joseph Miranda, Alex Donlon, Brandon Fremed,
Zach Hanvin, Nathan Krinich, and Jay Vitha.

A very special thanks to all who attended, placed
journal ads, purchased raffle tickets, and volunteered
time to make the 8th Annual Wine Tasting
& Auction our most profitable one yet.
We hope to see all of you again at
our 9th to take place at the Cherry
Valley Club on Saturday,
November 10, 2007. �

Event Chair Mary Beth Miranda
with Event Sponsor Merry Sloane

Michael, Ondine, Danny, and Max Miranda

NSSA’s 8th Annual Wine Tasting & Auction

As Silent Auction prize win-
ners from NSSA’s Wine Tast-
ing, Michele Allen’s book
club spent an entertaining
evening with Ellen Meister,
author of Secret Confessions
of the Applewood PTA. �



Opportunities Still Available to

BUY A BRICK
Commemorative Bricks for NSSA’s 

Walk of Fame
are available in two sizes:

4” x 8” @ $100 each & 8” x 8” @ $250 each
For further information call NSSA at 631-462-0386
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Autism Speaks Supports
5thAnnual Collaborative Conference

NSSA is proud to announce that it has received a
grant from Autism Speaks in the amount of $10,000
in support of its 5th Annual Collaborative Confer-
ence. Together with its colleagues at Alpine
Learning Group, Connecticut Center for Child
Development, and Eden II Programs, NSSA will
host the conference on March 22- 23, 2007 at the
New York Academy of Medicine. 

Entitled “Working Together: Systems and Strategies
for Improving Outcomes for Individuals with Autism
Spectrum Disorders,” the conference is designed to
address a wide range of topics regarding autism
intervention across age and functioning levels and will
be relevant to parents and professionals alike.

For further information, contact Bettye Rainwater  at
631- 462-0386 x12 or brainwater@nssa.net. �

Several NSSA families celebrated
Christmas early this year at a holiday party
hosted by Citibank on December 2, 2006 at
the Citibank Reckson Plaza Tree Lighting.
NSSA is grateful to Michelle DiBenedetto,
Vice President of Government and Com-
munity Relations, and Ivy Brennan, Finan-
cial Center Manager of Citibank’s East
Meadow Branch, for inviting us to the
festivities. The families enjoyed a hot din-
ner buffet, followed by VIP seating and a

fantastic view of
the tree lighting
show at the ice-
rink level.  After
the tree was lit,
NSSA students
were treated to a
visit from Santa and gifts
chosen for them by Citibank’s
Financial Center Staff.  

NSSA wishes to extend heartfelt appreciation to
Ivy Brennan and her daughter Michelle who were
delightful hosts to our families throughout the entire

evening.  They attended to our every need and made
the night that much more memorable for everyone.
We’d also like to thank Citibank for hosting such a
wonderful evening and embracing our families as
well as those of other local children’s charities at this
spectacular event. �

Citibank Hosts Tree Lighting

NSSA students and siblings visit with Santa

Ivy and Michelle



Spring 2007 NSSA NEWS Volume 4  No. 1 Page 7

Jericho Middle School Peer Leadership
Group Raises Funds and Awareness

• The Ford Motor Company, November 9, 2006, granted $5,000 to NSSA’s Community
Integration Program.

• The Initial Teaching Alphabet Foundation, December 12, 2006, granted $25,000 to support
one-to-one instruction of reading and writing.

• The Doug Flutie Jr. Foundation For Autism, December 18, 2006, granted $10,000 in support
of a week long summer day camp for children with autism.

• The Theresa Foundation, December 26, 2006, granted $5,000 to purchase assistive
technology, software, and curriculum to facilitate communication and learning skills
for students with autism.

• Suffolk County Legislator Steven Stern, January, 2007 sponsored a $8,312 legislative
grant awarded to NSSA to underwrite fees for participants in its Gym/Swim Program
at the Suffolk Y-JCC.

• Autism Speaks, January, 2007, awarded $10,000 in sponsorship of the 5th Annual Collaborative
Conference in NYC on March 22-23, 2007.

• The Daniel Jordan Fiddle Foundation, February 2007, granted $8,680 to support 10 participants
in NSSA’s Gym/Swim Program at the Suffolk Y-JCC.

• Ronald McDonald House Charities of the New York Tri-State Area, Inc., February 2007,
granted $7,500 to support NSSA’s Outdoor Fitness and Recreation Project

We thank all our donors for their generous support of NSSA.

News from the Development Office…

For the past two years the students of the Jericho
Middle School Peer Leadership Group have raised
funds for NSSA, awareness about autism and spent
time getting to know and forging friendships with our
students. This year the group raised enough money to
purchase two portable DVD players for the students at
the Martin C. Barell School.  Members of the group
recently visited the school for a pizza luncheon with
our students.  During the luncheon they played games
and presented the DVD players to our students, who
were thrilled to receive them!

Heartfelt thanks goes to Justin Coltman, Michael
Gerazounis, Matthew Kent, Andrew Kim, Michael
McCormack, Eric Pesner, Frankie Rodriquez, Emanuel
Yagoda, and John Yu. Their generosity, friendship, and
support have been nothing short of remarkable. �

NSSA students with their friends
from Jericho Middle School

To supplement the funds raised through NSSA’s special events, the Development Office works to
secure funding from foundations, corporations, businesses, and government offices on an on-going
basis. The Development Office is proud to announce the receipt of the following grants and donations:
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NSSA has launched a Gift Card Program – providing
you with a simple way to help NSSA at no cost to you.
This new fundraising endeavor allows you to purchase
gift cards through NSSA from local and national
merchants who in-turn donate money back to NSSA
every time you purchase gift cards. You can use them at
any time and they make great gifts! 

Here’s how it works:  Families like yours buy the
gift cards for full face value, redeem them for full
face value, and NSSA receives a donation back from
the retailer.

A list of retailers and restaurants that are participat-

ing in this program is posted on the opposite page. To
order, simply complete the order form and return it to
NSSA at your earliest convenience.  You can place an
order at ANY time by contacting Bettye at 631-462-
0386 x12 or brainwater@nssa.net.  If you would like
additional order forms sent to you, just let Bettye know.
Your gift cards will be mailed to you.  Please allow one
week for delivery.

This program is open to friends, neighbors, and
extended family members too!  Please feel free to help us
spread the word.   

We greatly appreciate your support. �

Gift Card Program Launched

Nassau Suffolk Services for Autism (NSSA)
invites you to join us for a night of family fun at
Adventureland on Saturday, March 31, 2007 from
6:30-9:30 pm. (Rain date 4/1/07) Adventureland
will be closed to the general public for this event.
But for individuals with autism, their families, and
friends there will be unlimited access to the entire
park with very little waiting time.  Best of all, the
park will be filled with people who love, care for,
and embrace our children.

Bracelets may be purchased before March 21st at
$18 per person through the NSSA office, thereafter
the price is $19 per person. Bracelets include unlimited
access to all attractions and are only needed for
guests who will be going on the rides. Individual
tickets for specific rides will also be sold on the
evening of the event. No refunds are available.

For information call NSSA at 631-462-0386. �
Famous Adventureland Train. Enjoy the ride!

An Evening of Fun at Adventureland

Thank you
Bloomingdale’s

Many thanks to Public Relations manager Alexandra
Karcev and all our other friends at Bloomingdale’s for
their donation of $5,000 to NSSA. Bloomingdale’s select-
ed NSSA as the sole beneficiary of its Fashionable
Fundraiser. The donation recognized NSSA’s outstanding
work within the community. This annual special shopping
event was hosted on February 28th at Bloomingdale’s Roo-
sevelt Field and Walt Whitman locations and, along with
the donation, featured NSSA in the event’s invitation.  �

Calling All Crafters:
The Holiday Boutique Returns
NSSA’s Holiday Boutique is being brought back

by popular demand for the 2007 holiday season.
The event will be held at our new headquarters in
Commack (date to be announced).

Crafters of all varieties are invited to participate.
Volunteers are also needed to help fabricate hand-made
items for sale at the NSSA booth. 

For further information, call Connie Grassle at
NSSA 631-462-0386. ext. 18 �
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Name                                                                                

Address                                                                                

Phone                                                                                   

Please complete this form and return to NSSA:
Nassau Suffolk Services for Autism

80 Hauppauge Road
Commack, New York 11725

Make Checks Payable to NSSA

Thank you for your support

Total Gift Card Purchase Amount         $                       
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Friends Lend Holiday
Support to NSSA

This year’s Holiday Appeal was answered by NSSA’s
friends and supporters with donations of $19,294. For
this generous support of NSSA’s important work we
are truly grateful! �

Many thanks to Mr. Ken Tully and Tully Construction
Co., Inc., Flushing, NY for their generous donation of
40 tons of asphalt used to pave NSSA’s outdoor track
and  basketball court.  �

Thanks to
Tully Construction

Here’s to a Super Girl
for a Super Job!

Roslyn Savings Foundation Supports NSSA

Martin C. Barell School students working at desks and tables purchased through the generosity of the Roslyn Savings Foundation.

OMISSION
NSSA wishes to extend a sincere apology to Steve
Potestio of All-In-One Rentals, East Northport for
omitting mention of his very generous contributions to
NSSA’s Playground Build Day Donor List in our last
newsletter. Steve added enormously to the festivities
by donating a cotton candy machine and all the
supplies to go with it. The cotton candy was a delight for
our volunteers; and we thank Steve for his donation. �

Many thanks to
Jennifer Lil Leighton,
photographed here
buying toys and
other thoughtful
purchases for the
students of NSSA
as part of her
Mitzvah project.  �
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On March 1st Linda
Walder Fiddle, Execu-
tive Director and
Founder of the Daniel
Jordan Fiddle Founda-
tion (DJFF), visited
NSSA and presented a
check for $8,680 to
Executive Director,
Nicole Weidenbaum.
The grant was awarded
to underwrite the fees
for ten participants in

NSSA’s Gym/Swim Program taking place at the
Suffolk Y-JCC. The program is designed to promote
phys cal fitness as well
as goals of community
integration for young
adults with autism.

This grant is the sec-
ond in as many years
that The Daniel Jordan
Fiddle Foundation has
awarded to NSSA. “We
have to feel an organiza-
tion is doing very special
work to award consecu-
tive grants” said Ms.

Walder Fiddle, who is pictured here  with several stu-
dents from the Martin C. Barell School and NSSA’s
Executive Director, Nicole Weidenbaum. 

The DJFF supports programs that enhance recre-
ational, residential, vocational, and educational
opportunities for adolescents and adults with Autism
Spectrum Disorder with the goal of honoring the
individuality of every person with this neurological
disorder. To learn more, visit their website at
www.djfiddlefoundation.org. �

Staff
Notes

Catherine Grace Baratoff David Aberant Shane Nicholas Henke

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Our heartfelt congratulations to:
Gina Doria on her engagement to Jim Pisaeno
Deborah Astman on her engagement to John Kennedy 
Kim and Nick Baratoff on the birth of their daughter
Catherine Grace on October 2, 2006
Marie and David Aberant on the birth of their son
David on October 11, 2006
Barbara and Brett Henke on the birth of their son
Shane Nicholas on Jauary 29, 2007

ANNIVERSARIES
Congratulations to Lead
Instructor and Saturday
Recreation Program
Coordinator George
Williams, III for his five
years of service to NSSA.

George Wiliams III

Fiddle Foundation Visits NSSA



80 Hauppauge Road
Commack, NY 11725

Save These Dates!
Saturday,  March 31, 2007 (Rain date 4/1/07)

NSSA will host “A Special Night for Our Special Kids” at Adventureland, Route 110, Farmingdale, New York
FYI: NSSA’s Autumn “A Special Night for our Special Kids” is scheduled for 10/5/07 (rain date 10/7/07).

Saturday, April 21, 2007
NSSA will host its 15th Annual Dinner for Our Children at the Crest Hollow Country Club, Woodbury, NY.

Sunday, April 22, 2007
NSSA will join the New York Mets and a dozen other autism agencies to  participate in Autism Awareness Day at Shea 2007.
The Mets will play the Atlanta Braves beginning 1:10 pm. Autism Awareness Day is an opportunity  for families, friends, and
the local autism community to band together to raise the  public’s awareness of autism. For ticket and reservation information
call 718-7AUTISM ext. 2035.

Thursday April 26, Sunday April 29, 2007
NSSA will be participating in the Fortunoff Charity Shopping Event. Tickets  entitle the bearer to 15% off purchases
with some exceptions (10% off on indoor  furniture. Small appliances and electronics excluded.) Tickets can be used at
all six Fortunoff locations and are available for $10 each through the NSSA  office at 631-462-0386. Proceeds from ticket
sales go directly to NSSA.

Saturday, June 9, 2007 
The Inaugural 5K Jack’s Run/Walk for Autism Awareness to benefit NSSA will be  held at Wilson Park, Mineola. Pledge
forms and sponsorship opportunities available. Please contact Connie Grassle at 631-462-0386 ext. 18 or at cgrassle@nssa.net.

Monday, July 16, 2007
NSSA’s Ninth Annual Golf Classic will take place at the Plandome Country Club. Call Gina at 631-462-0386 for ticket and
sponsorship information.

Thursday, August 9, 2007
NSSA’s Third Annual Casino Night will be held at the Swan Club, overlooking Roslyn Harbor. Contact Connie Grassle
at 631-462-0386 ext 18 or at cgrassle@nssa.net for ticket and sponsorship information.


