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NSSA | Core Values 

Nassau Suffolk Services for Autism (NSSA) 

offers hope to people with autism and their 

families by providing high quality, life-long 

support through services which enable people 

with autism to function better in every day life. 

NSSA offers the most advanced treatment and 

training programs for the benefit of people with 

autism, and will continue to pioneer, through 

research, comprehensive treatment models 

which can be adopted nationally.  

Mission | Statement 

Accountability 
          

We hold ourselves accountable and require excellence in all 

aspects of service provision. It is our responsibility to advance 

learning and improve outcomes throughout the lifespan. As such 

we utilize only those teaching procedures and methodologies 

proven effective through scientific research. 
           

Commitment 
         

Our unwavering commitment to individuals with autism and their 

families defines us. We share their sense of urgency to maximize 

the full potential of each individual we serve.  We are dedicated to 

advocating for increased awareness, understanding and inclusion 

of individuals with autism in all aspects of life. 
        

Teamwork 
            

Our employees are our greatest resource; without them we cannot 

transform the lives of the people we serve.  We are committed to 

recruiting, developing and retaining these remarkable 

professionals and pledge to them our enduring support and 

profound gratitude. 
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Dear NSSA Family & Friends, 

This past year was a remarkable one at NSSA, with more and more activities resuming and so many goals being 

achieved. We worked hard throughout the year and celebrated each and every accomplishment of our students, 

adult participants, and staff members alike! 

We were thrilled to have three of our students graduate from the Martin C. Barell School and look forward to seeing 

them continue to learn and grow in our Adult Services Program. 

As we begin the new program year, we want to share and highlight some of the exciting things that happened at 

NSSA this past year. It is my hope that this newsletter will bring a smile to you and keep us all connected. 

I’m excited to say that our first LIVE event is scheduled for this fall and I’m thrilled to have an opportunity to see 

you all in person again! Please save the date for Jack’s Run on October 22nd at Eisenhower Park—details will follow 

soon. 

Thank you for your support throughout the year and I hope to see you very soon. 

Until then, 

 

Letter from the | Executive Director 
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NSSA’s social enterprises are student-run 

businesses that give our students an opportunity to 

work with their peers in a cooperative setting.  In 

addition to learning new skills, NSSA’s social 

enterprises provide an opportunity to generalize 

mastered skills into a functional work setting.    

The Embracelets social enterprise was launched by 

NSSA’s Adult Program in 2019 with beaded 

bracelets made by its participants. The bracelets 

were sold to our staff and families.  

As demand and popularity grew, the team began 

selling bracelets at our special events and local fairs 

across Long Island. In December of 2020, the NSSA 

Shop was launched as an online market to reach a 

wider audience and feature NSSA’s Embracelet 

collections including the original Chakra bracelets, 

Social Enterprises | NSSA Shop 

beaded mask lanyards, bracelet charms, and the 

stackables collections. 

The Embracelets team has recently expanded to 

NSSA branded merchandise such as tee- and sweat-

shirts, and we are proud to have added Martin C. 

Barell School students to the team. 

While working in our social enterprises, students are 

learning a variety of skills such as inventorying, order 

fulfillment and packaging, maintaining finances, and 

assembling customer orders.   

Each order is carefully prepared, packaged and 

shipped to your home by NSSA students and adult 

program participants. Every purchase made ensures 

those we serve have meaningful and functional 

vocational opportunities. Please visit https://

nssashop.com to make a purchase! 

https://www.nssashop.com/
https://www.nssashop.com/
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 Self-Direction | Transition Program 

At NSSA we believe that individuals with autism, as 

well as their family members, deserve access to 

resources that will help them maximize their full 

potential. NSSA is dedicated to developing and 

providing those resources so that individuals with 

autism will lead lives filled with promise, dignity and 

purpose and their families will have hope as well as 

peace of mind.  

In keeping true to this philosophy, NSSA’s Self-

Direction Transition Program was launched in July 

2021. NSSA has maintained an outstanding 

reputation as a leader in supports and services for 

the autism community. Our extensive clinical 

expertise enables us to provide a wide range of high 

quality and essential programs and services.  

The two-year program utilizes NSSA’s comprehensive 

Lifelong Learning Curriculum and provides 

opportunities to learn critically important life skills 

with a focus on career development, money 

management, nutrition, purchasing and shopping, 

cooking, health and wellness, safety, transportation, 

relationships, conflict resolution, leisure, technology, 

living independently, exercise and community 

participation. 
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Program Director Jason Watson is a Board Certified 

Assistant Behavior Analyst (BCaBA) who has been 

working with individuals with autism and their families 

for over 20 years in a variety of capacities.  

The transition program is a much-needed resource 

for individuals after they age out of their school 

programs. We’re excited to launch this program and 

see it grow! 



8 

Even with limited activities available due to Covid-19, NSSA was able to offer students and adult participants 

some enjoyable events right here at home! 

Summer |Fun  

While we couldn’t have our usual well-attended Family Day last August, Principal Deb Kennedy arranged for 

Barell students to have a fun and safe Carnival Day, complete with games and a yummy pizza lunch in each 

classroom. 
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On June 24, 2021 our friends at the Eat Me, Drink Me Truck scheduled a stop at NSSA to donate lunch to 

all of our staff, students, and adult program participants. It was a beautiful summer day and many had 

their delicious lunch outside on the picnic tables. We cannot thank the Eat Me, Drink Me Truck crew 

enough for their generosity in bringing us delicious food. 

Please consider booking Eat Me, Drink Me for your next event! With an incredible and unique menu, they 

have something for everyone! https://www.eatmedrinkmetruck.com/ 

On any given day, staff and students are able to sit down for a break on newly-donated benches from the 

Walford family. We thank them for giving our hard working (and playing) friends a place to relax and take 

a rest! 

Thank You | Walford Family 

https://www.eatmedrinkmetruck.com/
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Summer | Enrichment 

The NSSA Parent Association generously gifted NSSA with two Summer Enrichment Programs: a fitness 

program for students in the school program and a music program for participants in the adult program. 

Students participated in weekly fitness sessions for the six weeks of summer session. Fitness trainer 

Paul from www.livethroughrec.com engaged students by naming activities after animals, and they 

enthusiastically crab-walked, slithered like snakes, and inched like worms.  

While Barell students exercised, Adult Service participants enjoyed weekly music sessions. Rachel & Gina 

from LongIslandMusicTherapy.com brought fun instruments for participants to play. They sang activity 

songs for the group, who responded with clapping, drumming and following along to different song 

movements.  

It was so heartwarming to see everyone together again (while still maintaining safety practices) and 

enjoying enriching activities! Thank you so much to the NSSA Parent Association for making these 

programs possible for our students and adult participants. 
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In May 2022, Barell teachers were treated to an 

outdoor barbecue and lunch complete with chances 

to win fun raffle prizes.  

These activities are just one way that NSSA lets our 

wonderful staff know how valuable they are to us 

and to our programs and families. Thank you, 

Teachers and Direct Support Professionals, for all 

you do! 

 

While NSSA appreciates its teachers and direct 

support professionals (DSPs) every day of the year, 

we’re pleased to give them extra recognition during 

the nationally recognized Teacher Appreciation 

Month and Direct Support Professional Recognition 

Week. 

In October 2021, the Adult Services Program 

celebrated Direct Support Professional Recognition 

Week with a weeklong series of events including a 

lunch, breakfast, goodies and prizes.  

NSSA’s Most Valuable Assets | Teachers & DSPs 
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Direct Support Professionals (DSPs) instruct and 

support individuals with developmental disabilities, 

helping them to learn the skills essential for 

successful everyday living. DSPs support individuals 

to achieve their greatest level of independence in 

areas such as vocational skill development, 

community integration, self-care, socialization, and 

leisure skill development, to name a few.  They are 

an essential part of the lives of people with 

intellectual and developmental disabilities and their 

value cannot be underestimated. 

On August 4th, 2021, three advocacy organizations 

came together to host a rally in support of getting 

direct support professionals the wages, recognition 

and respect they deserve. The Long Island Alliance, 

L.I. Advocacy Network for the Developmentally 

Disabled (LIANDD), and New York Disability 

Advocates understand the dire need for 

compensating direct support staff appropriately for 

the important work they do. 

Fund the Future | Rally 

Without adequate funding, service providers cannot 

offer competitive wages to recruit and retain skilled 

direct support staff, directly impacting the quality of 

care of more than 140,000 New Yorkers with 

intellectual and developmental disabilities. 

Concerned individuals from provider agencies, as 

well as parents and family members, came to show 

support for DSPs. Thank you to our incredibly 

motivating speakers, including NSSA’s Adult Services 

Team Lead Mark Kennedy, who spoke on behalf of 

DSPs, individuals with I/DD, and their family 

members on why this is such a critical and urgent 

matter. And a special thank you to the organizing 

committee, and Rick Lewis and our friends at the 

Suffolk Y JCC (SYJCC), for making this event possible 

and for generously allowing the rally to be hosted on 

their grounds!  

Thank you to everyone who attended the event. 

To watch the recording of the livestream click here. 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?ref=watch_permalink&v=141613504711364
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Autism Speaks | Long Island Walk  

Each year, Autism Speaks hosts walks all across the 

country where people come together to raise 

awareness, show support, and raise money for those 

touched by autism. 

The 2021 Long Island walk was held at Jones 

Beach, on the morning of Sunday, October 10. Over 

1,000 attendees and 145 teams attended the rally, 

which was held in person for the first time since the 

start of the pandemic. To date over $300,000 has 

been raised for Autism Speaks from the walk!  

NSSA had a sponsor table with fun activities for kids 

and information about its programs.  

We are so grateful to all of our families, friends, and 

supporters for attending and supporting both NSSA 

and Autism Speaks. 

We look forward to seeing you all there again on 

Sunday, October 29, 2022. 
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On October 2, 2021, Bike to the Beach hosted another beautiful ride from NYC to the seashore on eastern 

Long Island. As always, there were many amazing participants who took part in the 100/50/25 mile ride and 

raised money for participating charities.  

Team NSSA raised $2600 and completed the 50-mile ride. Many thanks and congratulations to Rich Kobel 

and Tom Cardone for riding and supporting NSSA again this year. We're so grateful for your efforts! 

Thank you to Bike to the Beach for helping so many organizations that support people with autism through 

this annual fundraising event. 

For more information about Bike to the Beach and upcoming rides, visit https://biketothebeach.org/ 

Team NSSA Goes the Distance | at Bike to the Beach  
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Jack’s Run | 2021 

The 15th Annual Jack’s Run 5K took place virtually 

again this year. In spite of the unconventional event, 

runners and walkers participated and supported 

NSSA and raised over $24,000! 

Within a 10-day period in October, participants got 

to pick the time and location of their choice to run or 

walk, then upload their times to the EliteFeats 

website.  

Thank you to our incredible participants, generous 

donors, and event sponsors for a wonderful event!  

Event Sponsors: Pat & Mary Beth Miranda and The 

Campagnuolo Family: Gold Sponsor: Miranda Slone 

Sklarin Verveniotis and Richard & Merry Slone; Silver 

Sponsor: Bulldog Ventures, Ltd.; Friend Sponsors: 

Abbe Spector, The Walford Family and The Wigdor 

Family; and Partner Sponsors: David Kapelman, 

Music Academy for Special Learners, Brian, Lauren 

& Sarah Olsen, and Tara Slone-Goldstein. 

A special congratulations to Joanne Froehlich for 

being the Jack’s Run Raffle winner of a $150 Visa 

gift card! 
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An “Extra” Special Night for | Our Special Kids! 

After a 2-year hiatus, NSSA was able to bring back its 

popular event, A Special Night for Our Special Kids, 

at Adventureland in Melville on September 24, 2021.  

We had over 800 visitors to the park on a beautiful, 

crisp evening; one of our most highly attended events 

ever!  

It was such a success that we hosted the event again 

in April 2022 and had another park full of happy 

families.  

This private event welcomes only families and friends 

of individuals touched by autism, so the usually 

bustling amusement park is less crowded than 

normal, with shorter wait times, allowing guests to 

ride again and again to their heart’s content. 

Visitors at both events expressed their tremendous 

gratitude at the return of this special night. 

We look forward to seeing you at our next event on 

September 14, 2022!  Please purchase tickets online 

at: 

https://give.classy.org/NSSA-Adventureland  

A Special Night for Our Special Kids: Wednesday, 

September 14, 2022, 5:30-8:30 pm 

Raindate: Wednesday, September 21, 5:30-8:30 pm. 
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As always, NSSA students, adult program participants, and staff all had a frightfully good time at this year’s 

Trunk-or-Treat Halloween party.  

Fun Halloween music filled the air of the side parking lot of the NSSA building on a balmy fall day. Teachers 

decorated their cars in the Halloween spirit and had goodies to hand out to trick or treaters. Costumed 

students and adult program participants came out one classroom at a time to enjoy the festivities and treats. 

Thanks to everyone who participated by decorating their cars and handing out goodies and for making it such 

a special day for everyone! 

Trunk or Treat for | Halloween 
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The Holiday Parade, a new tradition started with 

the advent of COVID-19, delighted students, adult 

program participants, and staff alike. Those who 

joined the parade decorated their cars for a drive-

by through the Adult Services and NSSA parking 

lots. Two of Suffolk County’s finest escorted the 

convoy from the Suffolk Y-JCC to the NSSA 

headquarters. Parade-goers stood on the 

sidewalks and waved to friends, fellow students, 

and even one of Santa’s elves!  

Afterward, everyone came back inside for a visit 

from Santa himself, who visited each room 

NSSA | Making Holiday Spirits Bright 

individually to greet students and adult 

participants.  

The NSSA Parent Association once again hosted a 

pizza lunch with live entertainment. Each 

classroom went to the gym one at a time for 

goodies and to dance along to DJ Joe from 

Legendary Entertainment, who kept things lively 

with games, activities, bubbles and more!  

Thanks to everyone who participated in helping to 

end 2021 on such a fun and positive note! 
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BubbleDad | Brings the Fun to NSSA 

NSSA’s Parent Association helped us close out the 2021-2022 program year with some fun!  

On a sunny day in May, BubbleDad brought joy and fun to NSSA students, adult participants, and staff in the form 

of bubbles: from tiny to humongous! Everyone loved seeing all the forms of bubbles, but the favorite activity was 

chasing and popping bubbles! 

Thank you to the Parent Association and BubbleDad for bringing us so many smiles that day! 

https://www.bubbledad.com
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Staff | Notes 
BIRTHS:  

Best Wishes to: 

 Christine & Nathan Needham who welcomed their son Liam James on August 16, 2021 

 Jackie & Kurt Walther on the birth of their daughter, Kenna Leigh, on August 23, 2021 

 Mark & Ivy Kennedy who welcomed their son Callan Joseph Kennedy on October 20, 2021 

 Samantha & Joe Leone who welcomed their son Mateo James Leone on January 12, 2022  

 Stacey & Kenny O’Brien on the January 29, 2022 birth of their son Timothy Robert O’Brien  

 

MARRIAGES 

Congratulations to: 

 Cathie Bianco & Micheal Leto on their October 2, 2021 nuptials 

 Rasean Gilmore & Akira Dekie, who were married on October 8, 2021 

 

ENGAGEMENTS 

Congratulations to: 

 Val Lanzarone who was engaged on October 31, 2021 to Mike Hageman  

 Sean Henneberry and Robyn Williams who got engaged on March 11, 2022 

Congratulations to long-time NSSA staff and family member, Connie Grassle, on her retirement and new 

grandchild, Theo Scott. We will miss your tireless energy, can-do attitude, and unceasing devotion to NSSA. 

We know you’ll be great in your new role as Grandma! 

Wishing All the Best | to Connie Grassle 
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JUNE 2022 

  Anthony Paul Salon donated $265.00 from proceeds of their Autism Awareness Month fundraiser 

  East Williston UFSD made a $200.00 donation from their Extra Classroom Activity Fund’s Autism  

   Awareness Month fundraiser 

  Lithology Brewing LLC donated $160.00 from proceeds of their Autism Awareness Month fundraiser 
           

MAY 2022 

  Anthony's Pizza Holdings Company donated $736.15 from the proceeds of their 2022 pizza giveback  

   fundraiser 

  Pampered Chef made a donation of $176.19 from an Autism Awareness Month  fundraiser hosted  

    by Concetta Guarisco  

  Commack UFSD donated $826.00 from money raised by the Student Council of Mandrachia/Sawmill   

    Intermediate School during Autism Awareness Month 
  

APRIL 2022 

  Winters Center for Autism Inc. donated $1,198.38 from its snack cart proceeds 

   Adventureland donated $1200.00 from proceeds of the April 2022 Special Night for Our   

    Special Kids event 
  

FEBRUARY 2022 

  Apex Society donated $2,000.00 to NSSA’s Adult Services Program 

  Autism Speaks donated $5,000.00 through a Local Impact Grant for NSSA’s Adult Services Program 
 

JANUARY 2022 

  T Rowe Price Program for Charitable Giving made a $1,000.00 donation 
           

DECEMBER 2021 

  Bike to the Beach made a $2,600.00 contribution from the proceeds of their 2021 B2B fundraiser 

  Doe Club of NY donated $800.00 from a fundraiser 
          

OCTOBER 2021 

   Adventureland donated $1817.00 from proceeds of the September 2021 Special Night for Our   

    Special Kids event 
  

SEPTEMBER 2021 

  Fifth Avenue of LI Realtor Associates LLC made a donation of $590.55 from the proceeds of their   

    2020 Champions for Charity shopping fundraiser 

  AHRC awarded NSSA a grant of $5000.00 
        

JULY 2021  

  T Rowe Price made a $2,000.00 donation  

News from the | Development Office 

To supplement the funds raised through NSSA’s special events, the Development Office works to secure funding 

from foundations, corporations, businesses and government offices on an on-going basis. The Development Office 

is proud to announce the receipt of the following grants and donations: 
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Here are some easy ways you can help support NSSA at no additional cost to you. These programs are 

open to friends, family members and associates. Please help by sharing this information.  

Ways | You Can Help 

 

Facebook Fundraisers 
          

Create a personal fundraiser to easily help support NSSA right from your Facebook page:  

 Click Fundraisers on tabs under header image  

 Click Raise Money on right side of Fundraisers 

 On left side of page under Details, type Nassau Suffolk Services for Autism in the search bar 

 Follow the prompts, filling in details: e.g., how much you hope to raise, fundraiser end-date, why this 

cause is important to you, etc.  

 Add a cover photo (or use one of their stock images) and fill in details about your fundraiser 

 Click Create 
            

The more you engage with others on your Facebook feed, the more your fundraiser will be shared. Be assured 

that the donations of your friends and families on Facebook will be acknowledged and thanked by NSSA and 

they will get a tax receipt from Facebook immediately upon making the donation. 

 

Amazon Smile 
            

Amazon offers a simple way to support your favorite charity each time you shop at no cost to you. Begin 

by visiting smile.amazon.com, then select your charity (we hope you will choose Nassau Suffolk Services 

for the Autistic), and start shopping. You will find the same prices and selection as on Amazon.com, with 

the added bonus that Amazon will donate 0.5% of eligible Amazon Smile purchases to NSSA! 

 
Buy a Brick  

Purchase a custom-engraved brick for NSSA’s Walk of Fame. Bricks are available in 2 sizes 4” x 8” @ 

$100 and 8” x 8” @ $250. Order forms are available here. 

General Mills “Box Tops for Education”  
            

Support NSSA while you shop for groceries with Box Tops. Have you downloaded the #BoxTops for 

Education app? No more clipping! Scan your shopping receipts and eligible box top purchases will be 

credited to NSSA.  

 Apple/IPhone: https://apps.apple.com/app/apple-store/id1150038564  

 Google Play/Android: https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.generalmills.btfe  

Memorial & Honor Donations 

If you wish to commemorate an occasion or a loved one through a donation to NSSA, our office will send 

a memorial, tribute, or donation acknowledgement. Call NSSA at 631-462-0386 or go to https://

give.classy.org/nssadonate  

https://smile.amazon.com/charity?_encoding=UTF8&orig=%2F
https://www.nssa.net/feature/buy-a-brick-to-support-nssa/
https://apps.apple.com/app/apple-store/id1150038564
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.generalmills.btfe
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