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N

ew York State Senate Majority Leader John Flanagan was the
Keynote Speaker at The Long Island Family Support Services
Advisory Council’s Twenty-Third Annual Legislative Breakfast.
Senator Flanagan spoke eloquently about the growing needs of the
Developmental Disabilities community and his steadfast commitment
to working to meet those needs. NSSA is tremendously grateful for
Senator Flanagan’s ongoing support and friendship. n
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NSSA Associate Executive Director Kathy Mannion, Senator John Flanagan,
NSSA Executive Director Nicole Weidenbaum Tibaldi

Mission | Statement

N

assau Suffolk Services for Autism (NSSA) offers hope to people with
autism and their families by providing high quality, life-long support
through services which enable people with autism to function better
in everyday life.
NSSA offers the most advanced treatment and training programs for the
benefit of people with autism, and will continue to pioneer, through research,
comprehensive treatment models which can be adopted nationally. n
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Beyond | Our Walls

I

t seems that autism becomes more prevalent with each passing year. Unfortunately access to critical services needed
by those affected has yet to catch up. For the many families weaving their way through the world of autism it can be
hard not to feel overwhelmed. NSSA exists to offer relief, and above all, hope to those who so desperately need it. But,
the gap between the need for services and the resources to provide them still looms before us.
Each day we receive calls from parents and professionals on an arduous search for guidance. Every call reminds us of
just how many people are in need. We take enormous pride in the accomplishments of the students and clients that
we directly serve each day. However, we know that the breadth of autism extends far beyond our walls, and NSSA is
determined to extend our reach as far as we can.
Though we simply don’t have the capacity to accept every applicant, this doesn’t mean that our doors are closed. We
believe that with the in-depth knowledge of our experienced staff comes the responsibility to share that expertise to
benefit the lives of many. The ongoing development of NSSA’s outreach services enables us to offer crucial support to
the growing autism community.
At NSSA no call will ever go ignored. Countless phone and email inquiries are answered every day. So often families find
themselves at a crossroads, not knowing where to go next. From those facing a new diagnosis, to those in fear of what
to do when their child ages out of his or her program; NSSA is here to provide counsel where it is needed. Those who
spend a morning at our monthly Visitor’s Day are invited to tell their story, ask any questions they may have, and receive
valuable guidance from NSSA’s caring and highly skilled professionals. Visitor’s Day is not only tremendously informative,
but it offers an opportunity for families to feel accepted and heard.
NSSA works to provide the education needed to improve home and family life and to teach parents how to be their child’s
best advocate. Parents of individuals with autism must be equipped to seize every learning opportunity. NSSA’s eight
week Parent Training Workshop Series is open to families affected by autism and those involved in their child’s life. This
course teaches how to incorporate ABA on a daily basis and is a valuable resource that provides parents with critical
answers and a myriad of tools to help their child function better in everyday life. The course instructors take the time to
learn the needs of every individual parent and their child in order to best serve each family. Workshop participants leave
with pivotal knowledge, restored hope, and a place to return to for guidance and support whenever it is needed.
NSSA is proud to provide a welcoming environment within our building, as well as in the community. Twice a year, we
host an evening of fun at Adventureland, during which the park is secured solely for the use of children with autism, their
friends and families. A Special Night for Our Special Kids at Adventureland gives families the chance to enjoy an evening
among those who know, love and understand people with autism. The event has been met with warm and enthusiastic
responses from those who attend. Reactions like these reinforce the importance of NSSA to the community. Whether
at an amusement park, over the phone, in school districts, or here at our facility, NSSA’s outreach services will remain a
crucial part of our organization.
When facing the sheer number of people affected by autism, our mission can seem daunting. Applications come in the
mail every day and the phone continues to ring. But, NSSA will always choose determination over discouragement. If we
are unable to help a family in one way, then we will do our best to find another way that we can. With an outreached hand,
a willing ear, and a guiding voice; NSSA promises to keep our doors and our hearts open. n
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The A Team | Earns an A+ From NSSA

S

tudents from the A Team at Grand Avenue
Middle School, Bellmore launched a project in
honor of Autism Awareness Month, 2015. The
students made home baked goods and sold them
along with autism awareness magnets. The A Team
then donated the $803 they raised to NSSA!
We could not be more proud of the A Team and will
use their gift to help enrich our programs serving
people with autism.
Thanks to all the A Team members and their advisors:
Pictured from left to right: student and A Team member
Ben Eisert, Mr. Barjiel, Social Studies teacher, NSSA’s
Director of Consultation Services Bonnie Eisert,
Grand Avenue Principal Mr. Conte, Science teacher
Ms. Cruz and English teacher Ms. Walsh. n

The Parent Association |
Brings Holiday Spirit to NSSA

E

ach year the Parent Association generously lends
support to NSSA by purchasing prizes and journal ads
for fundraising events, hosting an annual Parent Cocktail
Party, treating staff to a luncheon during Teacher Appreciation
Week, and presenting staff with a year-end luncheon and
holiday gifts. For the second year in a row the PA hosted a
Holiday Lunch that was fun for both staff and kids. Pizza and
other snacks were offered and guest musician Fish had kids
and teachers alike dancing and singing. n
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Winters Bros. Making it their Business |
to Support Autism

B

y any measure Winters Brothers is a local success story. Founded in the 1950s,
Winters Bros. remains a family owned and operated business that provides
services to meet the solid waste and recycling needs of its customers and
the communities it serves. The company is committed to safety, protection of the
environment, customer service, and giving back to the community by supporting
not-for-profit organizations.
Joe Winters, Chairman and CEO of Winters Bros., developed a special logo expressing
the company’s pledge to support people with autism and organizations that work to
aid people with autism. The commitment is to support organizations like NSSA financially,
operationally and philanthropically. The logo is being used on lapel pins, decals on company trucks, and on the Winters
Bros. website. The “Supporting People with Autism” logo is designed to increase awareness of the need for the
business community to get involved with and to promote the creation of opportunities for people who have autism to
work as contributing members of the Long Island workforce.
NSSA is a grateful beneficiary of Winters Bros.’ generosity. The company has been enormously supportive of NSSA.
Additionally Winters Bros. is employing Chris and Brian, two members of the NSSA Adult Services Program.
Winters Bros. Vice President of Corporate and Public Affairs, Will Flower, says that teamwork is very important to the
strength of the company. During an interview with Brian and Chris, Mr. Flower asked how they thought the company
could be improved. They both felt that more attention should be paid to celebrating holidays!
Mr. Flower agreed and what ensued was the company’s Thanksgiving pot-luck luncheon, flag distribution on Veteran’s
Day and a “Love Your Heart” employee health campaign on Valentine’s Day. Special events are also planned for St.
Patrick’s Day and Earth Day. “Having Brian and Chris on our team makes the entire company stronger,” says Mr. Flower.
Having friends like Winters Bros. does the same for NSSA!

Adult Service Clients Chris and Brian at Winters Bros.

n

Winters Bros. Vice President of Corporate and Public Affairs Will Flower, NSSA Adult Client Brian, Chairman
and CEO of Winters Bros. Joe Winters, and Adult Services Client Chris celebrate Winters Bros 1-year
anniversary at their Long Island branch.

NASSAU SUFFOLK SERVICES FOR AUTISM | WINTER 2016 | WWW.NSSAINFO.ORG

5

Wine Tasting

N

SSA’s 17th Annual Wine Tasting and Auction proved
to be a spectacular event. Held on November 7th, the
event drew over 200 guests to the Garden City Country
Club where they sampled from a wonderful selection of wines
and champagne donated by Fedele Miranda and our friends
at Empire Merchants. The Club offered a delightful array of
passed hors d’oeuvres, buffet, and an ice cream sundae
station. Exciting prizes were just the cherry on top of a
wonderful night.
The support of our sponsors ensures the success of NSSA’s
fundraising ventures. For their generosity we thank: Event
Sponsors- Mary Beth and Pat Miranda, Raffle SponsorsMerry and Richard Slone, Décor Sponsor- The Cahill Family,
Printing Sponsors- Ann Marie and Charles Liggio and
Signature Bank, Grand Raffle Sponsor- The Fanning Family,
Journal Sponsor- Herman Gerdes, Inc., and Entertainment
Sponsors- Ondine and Mike Miranda. Thank you all.
Each year NSSA is able to offer outstanding prizes thanks to
the kindness of our cherished friends. For this year’s prizes
it is our pleasure to thank Joe Winters, Mark Healy, Dorothy
Horan, Diane Olsen, Ann Marie Liggio, Christine MacPherson,
Mary Beth Miranda, Dee Wangel, Donna Longo, Colleen
Cahill, the NSSA Parent Association, the Pieper Family,
Rosemary Swiencki, and Smith & Wollensky!
Thanks to all who attended, placed a journal ad, volunteered,
or made a donation! We are so very grateful for your support.
Our next Wine Tasting will take place Saturday, November 5,
2016 at the Garden City Country Club. We hope you will mark
your calendars and join us! n
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NSSA | Gets Fit

O

ne of the challenges facing many individuals with
autism is finding fitness activities that they can
incorporate into their daily lives. Thanks to a grant
from The Jack Fanning Memorial Foundation- Angels for
Autism, NSSA has been able to purchase equipment and the
services of personal trainers and is now developing fitness
plans for most of its adult clients.
A trainer from Hope Fitness, a non-profit organization that
promotes fitness accessible for all abilities, meets twice
weekly with our clients to teach aerobic, weight, and
resistance training. The project is in its early stages, but we
have high hopes for it. n

Carley’s | Kicks for Cure

T

enth grader Carley Schor paid a visit to the Martin C. Barell School. She met with friends, observed a classroom,
and came bearing gifts! Carley brought a second donation of six iPads for our students and clients.

Through her business, Carley’s Kicks for Cure, Carley creates one-of-a-kind art on white canvas sneakers and donates
half of the proceeds to autism charities, including NSSA! We appreciate her friendship and charity.
You can buy Carley’s amazing sneakers and help a good cause at the same time, by visiting her website: http://www.
carleyskicksforcure.com/ n
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Winter Dance |
at Smithtown HS East

O

ur friends at Smithtown High School East
hosted a Winter Dance for the teenage
students and young adults we serve. The
High School students decorated their cafeteria
beautifully and served pizza, pasta, and a lovely
dessert station. A photo area complete with
props made for fun entertainment. NSSA’s own
Matt Figuccio served as DJ for the evening. The
Smithtown students were gracious in getting their
NSSA counterparts dancing and socializing. NSSA
staff offered their services on this Friday night to
be sure a good time was had by all. Thanks one
and all for a delightful evening to remember! n
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Lily Walford | The Gift of Giving

F

or her 10th birthday Lily Walford chose to forgo birthday
presents for herself and instead asked her friends if they
would like to make a donation to NSSA. The organization
means a lot to Lily because her sister is a student in its
Education Program, The Martin C. Barell School. Lily’s friends
were just as generous and together donated $870 to NSSA. At
Lily’s request these donations will be used to provide supplies
and enrichment to the Education Program.
We could not be more proud of Lily Walford! Thank you for
being a wonderful sister and an example to us all! n

NSSA | Gets the Job Done

NYS Executive Director of MADD Rich Mallow with NSSA staff, Barell students and NSSA Adult Clients who worked on the awareness ribbon project.

W

e would like to take a moment to brag about NSSA’s Adult Services Program clients, who have been doing
amazing work. In just over one month’s time, and in addition to all their other activities, the team put together
40,000 awareness ribbons for Mothers Against Drunk Driving.

Rich Mallow, the New York State Executive Director of MADD, reached out to NSSA for assistance with a project that
required the ribbons to be cut into 12 inch strips, threaded through cardstock with a special awareness message, and
packed into boxes. The ribbons were distributed, as part of the MADD “Tie One On for The Holidays Campaign” to
encourage sobriety on the roads for drivers, at tollbooths along the New York State Thruway all the way up to Albany and
to drivers at the Jones Beach Holiday Light Show.
They also assembled a few thousand multi-piece mailings for the Long Island office of Autism Speaks. Autism Speaks
needed five-piece mailings with business cards to be assembled and stuffed into envelopes. Again our NSSA Adults got
the job done in short order.
Both organizations were delighted with the jobs done for them.
Should your business require this type of assistance, we hope you will consider NSSA. Please call Jacquie Frangoulis,
NSSA’s Transition Coordinator, at 631-462-0386 ext. 125 to make arrangements. n
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News | from The Development Office
To supplement the funds raised through NSSA’s special events, the Development Office works to secure funding from
foundations, corporations, businesses, and government offices on an on-going basis. The Development Office is proud
to announce the receipt of the following grants and donations:
February 2016
• The Kiwanis Club of Huntington, Children’s Foundation, Inc. donated $800 from proceeds of it’s 2nd Annual
		 exhibition of works by artists on the autism spectrum
• Lily Walford and her friends donated $870 to NSSA in lieu of presents for her 10th birthday
• Tenth-grader Carley Schor donated 6 iPads to NSSA, purchased with proceeds of her charitable business
		 Carley’s Kicks for Cure
January 2016
• StructureTone donated $235 from proceeds of Blue Jean Friday
December 2015
• Bike to the Beach donated $500
November 2015
• The Association for the Help of Autistic Persons granted $1,000 to upgrade the NSSA track
• The Women’s Group of the Greens granted $1,200 to purchase iPad minis 			
• The Jack Fanning Memorial Foundation - Angels for Autism granted $15,000 to purchase exercise equipment
		 and fitness training						
• Nassau County AHRC Foundation, Inc. granted $1,000 for general operating expenses			
• The A Team of Grand Ave. Middle School, Bellmore, donated $803 from Bake Goods and Autism Magnet
		 Sale proceeds
September 2015
• Champions for Charity donated $1,268 from proceeds of the 2014 fundraising event
• The Island Park Business and Residential Chamber donated $350

It’s A Simple Message |
Be Brave

Y

ou can support NSSA by buying “Bravelets.”
Bravelets is a jewelry company that was born of
one family’s need to be strong for each other when
illness struck. This family created jewelry with a message:
Be Brave. Bravelets is a for-profit company that seeks to
make a difference by donating $10 from each purchase of
its bracelets, earrings, or necklaces to a designated cause.
NSSA has been designated as a participating charity. If
you would like to consider a purchase of jewelry to support
NSSA, we invite you to visit: https://www.bravelets.com/
bravepage/NSSA. You too can make a difference. n

Kiwanis Club |
Promotes Artists with
Autism

F

or the 3rd year in a row the Kiwanis Club of
Huntington Children’s Foundation, Inc. in
association with Art League of Long Island, will
host an exhibit featuring works of art by young artists
on the autism spectrum entitled “Perspective”. The
art will be on display at the Art League from June 7
through June 12, 2016. n

From left: Kathy Mannion, Barbara Macchiaroli, Immediate
Past President, Huntington Kiwanis Club, Doris Mellina, Past Lt.
Governor, Kiwanis Suffolk West Division, and Connie Grassle
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NSSA | Spreads its Reach

N

SSA is dedicated to sharing its expertise as broadly as possible with the greater autism community. Here is a
look at some of the activities our staff has been involved in over the past few months:

• For the past three years NSSA has provided
behavioral support to the Blue Horizons for
Autism Program, the partnership of JetBlue
Airways and Autism Speaks. This program gives
families touched by autism the opportunity to
experience mock air travel at JFK Airport and to
acclimate them to the actual flying experience.
NSSA staff helps to reduce anxiety and stress
for the participants. This has led to more
families being able to participate in future air
travel.

• Stacey Agosta, Senior Behavior Specialist, traveled
to Austin, Texas to participate in JetBlue’s Corporate
Responsibility Training. Ms. Agosta explained the
Blue Horizons for Autism Program, its importance to
families touched by autism, and why the program was
so successful at JFK Airport. Over the course of several
days Ms. Agosta trained JetBlue staff to expand this
program to other airports.

• Twice a year, NSSA hosts “A Special Night
for Our Special Kids” at Adventureland in
Farmingdale. This event continues to grow in
popularity each year and at our recent event in
October 2015, we had nearly 1,000 attendees
enjoy the park. The amusement park is closed
to the general public and open to individuals
with autism along with their friends and
family members, providing a comfortable and
welcoming environment for all attendees.
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• Executive Director Nicole Weidenbaum and Jason
Watson spoke at the 4th Annual Long Island Behavior
Analysis Conference on December 5th on transitioning to
adulthood, services provided by NSSA, and the current
state of services for adults with Autism Spectrum Disorder
in New York.
• Bonnie Eisert, Director of Consultation Services, and
Jayne Eaton-Bove presented a workshop on Applied
Behavior Analysis to Smithtown School District on
December 17th.
• On November 5th Jason Watson, Director of OPWDD
Services, participated in a panel discussion at the Autism
Speaks Conference at Farmingdale University on the
topics of Transition, Adult Services and OPWDD.
• Nicole Weidenbaum and Associate Executive Director
Kathy Mannion participated in the Council on Autism
Service Providers (CASP) conference in Las Vegas from
January 11-13th. n

• Michelle Banville, Director of Quality
Improvement, and Jayne Eaton-Bove, Director
of Clinical Services, presented at NSSA’s
Parent Training Workshop Series on Tuesday
evenings from October 6th to November 24th.
The Series is designed to bring ABA into family
life, giving parents tools that allow them to
teach their children and guidance on how to
eliminate behaviors that are problematic. The
Parent Training Workshop is offered multiple
times each year.

• Autism Speaks is the world’s leading autism advocacy
organization, funding autism research, awareness and
advocacy. It’s most successful fundraising event is its
Long Island Walk at Jones Beach. NSSA participates each
year, fielding a team of walkers and providing activities for
children with autism at the Walk’s Resource Fair.
This year’s Long Island Walk Now for Autism Speaks will
take place at Field 5 at Jones Beach on Sunday, October
2. We hope to see you there.
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Halloween Fun | At NSSA
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Staff Notes | Announcements & Congratulations
Anniversaries
• NSSA Congratulates Michelle Banville on her ten years of service
Congratulations to
• Nicole Ness, who was awarded the credential of Board Certified Behavior Analyst
• Linda Jandris for receiving her MBA with a concentration in Human Resources Management from
Southern New Hampshire University
Births
• Our best wishes to Angela and Andy DiNatale on the arrival of Cordelia Anne on December 3, 2015

Family | Fun Night

A

s has become an autumn tradition, NSSA once again invited families, siblings, and staff to Family Fun Night – a
December evening of potluck dinner, activities, and crafts. Everyone visited friends old and new. Each classroom
was set up as a different craft or activity station and students got to sample each one. Staff children join in the
fun as well, so it was really a full house! Thanks for sharing some family fun with us! n
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80 Hauppauge Road
Commack, NY 11725

Save | The Dates
April 16, 2016

NSSA will hold its 24th Annual Dinner for Our Children at Leonard’s Palazzo, 555 Northern
Blvd., Great Neck. 7:00pm start. For more info call NSSA at (631) 462-0386 or email dinnerdance@nssa.net

April 25, 2016

A Special Night for Our Special Kids at Adventureland will take place 7:30-10:30pm. Rain Date: Wed. April 26.
(Please mark your calendars for Autumn Adventureland: Friday, Sept. 16- 6:30-9:30. Rain Date: Thursday, Sept. 22
6:30-9:30)

May 14, 2016

Jack’s Run, NSSA’s 10th Annual 5K Run/Walk for Autism will take place at N. Hempstead Beach Park, 175 W.
Shore Road, Port Washington. Sign-in begins at 7:15. The Run begins at 9:00am sharp.
http://www.nssa.net/event/jacks-run-2016/

June 10, 2016

NSSA will be fielding a team of cyclists for this year’s Bike to the Beach for Autism New York. The 100
mile ride will begin in Manhattan and end in Westhampton. Riders may split the ride with a friend and do 50
miles each. If you wish to ride or make a donation to the team, please visit this link:
http://www.nssa.net/event/bike-to-the-beach-new-york-100-mile-fundraising-bike-ride-for-autism/

July 25, 2016

Our 18th Annual NSSA Golf Classic is scheduled at Sands Point Golf Club. For more info call NSSA at
(631) 462-0386 or email golfclassic@nssa.net

Oct 2, 2016

NSSA will field a team of walkers for the Autism Speaks Walk at Field 5, Jones Beach, Wantagh, NY. Please join us
rain or shine.

Nov 5, 2016

The 18th Annual NSSA Wine Tasting and Auction will be held at Garden City Country Club, 206 Stewart Avenue,
Garden City, 11530. For more info call NSSA at (631) 462-0386 or email winetasting@nssa.net

