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Buy A Brick | Leave A Lasting  
 Impression! 

Bricks for NSSA’s Walk of Fame are available in two sizes:  
4” x 8” @ $100 each and 8” x 8” @ $250 each. 

For further information call NSSA at (631) 462-0386 
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Mission | Statement

Nassau Suffolk Services for Autism (NSSA) offers hope to people with autism and their 
families by providing high quality, life-long support through services which enable 
people with autism to function better in everyday life. 

 NSSA offers the most advanced treatment and training programs for the benefit of 
people with autism, and will continue to pioneer, through research, comprehensive treatment 
models which can be adopted nationally. n
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I still remember the day my husband Eddie and I were sitting in the Levittown 
office of NSSA’s Executive Director for our first interview. Our son Sam 
was five years old and being considered for admission to The Martin C. 

Barell School. During our conversation, we talked about an article in the 
NSSA Newsletter that had really touched me. It was about a student they 
had worked with to prepare her to attend her brother’s Bar Mitzvah.  It was 
such a moving story; and I wondered if that would ever be our story too.  In 
2008, with guidance, support, dedication, and love, it did become part of 
our family’s story, when our older son Michael had his Bar Mitzvah and Sam, 
at age seven, was able to attend both the services and the entire reception 
that followed!
   Well, after that, we decided to take it further and try to have Sam become 
a Bar Mitzvah too!  We knew he would not have the same kind of service or 
party as Michael, but then again... they are two very different kids.  So every 
Sunday for the next six years, Sam attended a special program at the Chai 
Center, accompanied by his NSSA teacher Stacey Agosta.  He learned all 
the holidays, traditions, and Hebrew (as did Stacey) and then it began... the 
planning of Sam’s Bar Mitzvah. To say this was quite an undertaking is putting 
it very mildly.  We started early because there were so many things we had 
to do, change, accommodate for, and switch around.  But a challenge never 
stops us!  After all, we had the NSSA village to help us!   Stacey Agosta, our 
leader, was with us every step of the way.
   We began by talking to the Rabbi, so we could customize Sam’s Bar 
Mitzvah plan. Next, Sam started taking Bar Mitzvah lessons at the Chai 
Center, where my aunt, Sharon Seligson, just happened to be his teacher. 
Stacey worked closely with Sharon to prepare Sam for his lessons each week. 
She printed a schedule for him, so he would know what to expect.  Later 
she put an entire book together for Sam, so he could follow the order of the 
service and be able to read his parts.
   At the same time, the wonderful staff, students, and NSSA families were 

helping Sam as he prepared his Mitzvah Project (good deed).  Sam held a bake sale on several Friday mornings with 
the help of his teacher, Jennafer Agulla, to raise money for Spinal Muscular Atrophy (SMA), a neuromuscular disease 
that his brother Michael has. The NSSA staff and families took turns making bakery items for Sam to sell.  They also 
generously bought these items at the bake sale!  I can’t even put into words how grateful we are for the enormous 
response we received from those who wanted to help.  Sam raised over $200 for SMA!
 As the Bar Mitzvah date drew closer, Sam had to learn how to tolerate certain parts of the service that would be 
necessary for him to perform.  Simple things, like wearing a yarmulke (head covering) and tallit (shoulder covering), 
were very difficult for him. He had to slowly learn to wear the tallit, for 5 minutes, then 10 minutes, 15 minutes...  until 
he reached an hour, the length of the service. Because we were not allowed to use a microphone, Sam had to practice 
speaking loud and clear, which has always been a challenge for him. We were worried how Sam would react to a large 
crowd, so we decided to go with a small service, having only our immediate relatives and Barell School family.
 Then the day finally came. Sam was on the bema (stage) along with Stacey.  He began following his Bar Mitzvah 
book and schedule and was able to get through the entire service!  He did awesome!!  All those months of Sam’s hard 
work, Stacey and Sharon’s time and patience, and the support of his family and friends paid off.
 Sam did a wonderful job. We could feel the love and support in the room, as well as the sigh of relief!  As the service 
concluded Eddie and I got a chance to tell Sam how proud we were of him and attempted to express how grateful we 
were to everyone who helped us to get to that day. There definitely wasn’t a dry eye in the temple.
 So as you can see, this very special village, that we are so blessed to be a part of, not only helped us 
accomplish this dream, but allows us to feel that we are not alone, that we have people who understand 
what we go through every day, and, most importantly, that make us realize that our son is not disabled, 
but rather “differently abled”. We just have to take a different path and work harder, but we will get there! 
 Thank you NSSA for opening your doors and hearts to us!!
  Alissa, Eddie, Michael and Sam Brodsky     n

It Takes A Village To Raise A Child | Our Village Is NSSA!
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After an extensive upgrade this summer, NSSA’s 
much loved playground was unveiled to the 
delight of its students and clients. A new 

and cushy rubber surface replaced wood mulch, 
and two new playground pieces were installed: 
a zip-line swing and a cozy cocoon that spins. 
 Our new and improved playground continues to 
provide a natural instructional environment where leisure 
and play skills can be taught. It also plays a vital role in 
the academic and behavioral success of our students. 
Opportunities abound to practice turn-taking, sharing, 
social skills, communication, waiting, navigating 
equipment and many more skills.  Because it is so well-
loved by our students, the playground serves as a powerful 
reinforcer. At NSSA’s programs we increasingly see time 
on the playground selected as a preferred reinforcer. 
 This remarkable playground upgrade would not have 
been possible without the generosity of friends. We thank 
the following foundations for their kind support:

 • The Andy Foundation
 • The Warner Fund
 • The Kohnen Family Foundation
 • The Jack Fanning Memorial Foundation  
      “Angels for Autism”
 • Ronald McDonald House Charities of the NY  
      Tri-State Area
 • Ronald McDonald House Charities Global
 • Schulz Charitable Trust

 Next time you come by to visit, be sure to check out 
our playground!   n

Dinner Dance 2015 | Great Live Auction Prizes

On April 18, 2015 NSSA will host its 23rd Annual Dinner for Our Children honoring Mr. Jeff Reagan 
of Wakefern Food Corporation at Leonard’s Palazzo, 555 Northern Blvd, Great Neck, NY. 
 We are delighted to offer these exciting Live Auction Prizes:

An 8-hour Chauffeured, Luxury Limousine Bus Tour of the 
Vineyards for 20 Guests, along with tasting passes to two 
vineyards.     n 

S pend Colombus Day weekend on the slopes with a week’s 
stay at Smugglers Notch, VT. A 30 minute drive to Stowe, 
this Premium Mountain view 2 bedroom, 2 bath condo, 

sleeps 8 and is offered from Friday Oct. 9 to Friday, Oct. 16, 2015. 
Amenities include a gas fireplace, outdoor balcony, whirlpool, 
and access to an aquatics and exercise facility with indoor heated 
pool.     n

A week’s stay for 8 at Wild Dunes, Isle of Palm, SC, just 15 
miles from Charleston. This ocean front condo is available 
from Sunday,  July 12- Sunday, July 19, 2015. On-site are 

4 pools, 2 Tom Fazio designed golf courses, a salon, spa, several 
tennis courts and nearby attractions.     n

Playground Upgrade | Unveiled!Stella II Pizzeria | Supports NSSA

Stella II owner Giuseppe Del Prete gets a visit 
from Mikey and Christine MacPherson

Giuseppe Del Prete is 
the proprietor of Stella 
II Pizzeria, located at 

273 South Wellwood Avenue, 
Lindenhurst. The father of 
a son with autism, Mr. Del 
Prete wanted to contribute 
to the cause. So in honor of 
Autism Awareness month, 
Mr. Del Prete will donate 
to NSSA a portion of the 

sale of each full-priced pizza sold during the entire  
  month of April! During that time Stella II pizza boxes  and 
staff tee shirts will sport the NSSA logo. 
  We thank Mr. Del Prete and the staff of Stella II Pizzeria 
for their support and invite you to enjoy a pie!     n 



The 16th Annual NSSA Wine Tasting and Auction was a 
joyous event that brought 300 friends and supporters 
to Garden City Country Club on November 8th. We are 

truly indebted to Fedele Miranda and Empire Merchants for 
donating an exquisite array of over 50 different wines and 
champagne. The delicacies did not stop there, as Garden 
City Country Club served a tasty selection of passed hors 
d’oeuvres, and a beautiful buffet and ice cream sundae bar. 
 This Wine Tasting, like all NSSA fundraising events, 
succeeds thanks to the generosity of our supporters. We 
offer our sincere appreciation to our Event Sponsors, Pat 
and Mary Beth Miranda; Prize Raffle Sponsors, Merry and 
Richard Slone and Mutual of America; and Décor Sponsor, 
The Cahill Family.  Many thanks go to our Printing Sponsors, 
The Haiduk & Liggio Families and The Longo Family, and our 
Staff Sponsors, The D’Avanzo Family, The Dempsey Family, 
and The Haiduk & Liggio Families. We are grateful for our 
Grand Raffle Prize donor Maureen Fanning; Journal Sponsor, 
Ondine Slone and Mike Miranda, and Entertainment Sponsor, 
The Andy Foundation. Thank you for your friendship and 
support.
 Our Wine Tasting is known for its exciting Raffle and 
Auction prizes. For their prize donations this year we thank 
the De Martino Family, The Donus Family, Maureen Fanning, 
The Healy Family, Ann Liggio, The NSSA Parent Association, 
The Pieper Family, Bettye Rainwater Photography, and Mark 
Santospirito. Thank you one and all.
 We took this opportunity to thank Steve & Terri Gentile 
and Stephen & Valerie Eger of Adventureland for their 
longstanding and generous support of NSSA.
 We are very grateful for everyone who purchased a 
ticket, made a donation, and the unsung heroes who 
volunteered their time. Together your efforts raised $67,497  
for NSSA!     n

Wine Tasting | Taps Into Seasonal Cheer
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Family | Fun Night

Each autumn NSSA invites families, siblings, and staff to Family Fun Night - an evening of potluck dinner, activities, 
and crafts. We get to spend time with old friends and the newest additions to the NSSA family! Each classroom 
hosts a special activity. Students proudly create artwork and other craft projects. Staff bring their kids to join in 

the fun, and parents work on projects with their kids. This year’s favorite craft by far was making candy holiday trees.  
 Thanks for sharing some family fun with us!     n

Event Sponsors Pat & MaryBeth Miranda.

From Left: Stephen & Valerie Eger, Terri & Steve Gentile, 
and NSSA Executive Director Nicole Weidenbaum.

Guests enjoy a variety of fine wines. Dr. Jason Cohen & Alissa Stollwerk, 
and Allen, Susan and David Stollwerk.

Halloween Fun | At NSSA



Summer Sweets | Thanks To Nassau Suffolk ASA

Friday, August 1st was a special 
day because NSSA was a winner 
in the Nassau-Suffolk Chapter of 

The Autism Society of America’s “Sweet 
Rewards” Program, and the prize was…
Free Ice Cream! A Mister Softee truck 
pulled right up to the school’s front doors 
for all the students, adult clients, and staff 
to get their choice of ice cream. There 
were smiles all around.
 Teachers had submitted an application 
for this program, listing their students’ 
accomplishments and goals reached. 
Here is just a sampling:
 • “My student…celebrated his Bar 
 Mitzvah! He was able to stand up in  
 front of the temple and recite all his  
 prayers with a smile!”
 • “My student…is now able to sit appropriately at the barber shop and get his hair cut!”
 • “My student...is now able to pay for a purchase independently!”
 • “My student…is now able to independently initiate to use the bathroom!”
 The Nassau Suffolk office of ASA gave their application “a special shout out for creativity and uniqueness.” We 
thank NSASA for bringing smiles and fun to NSSA!    n
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Team Building | At NSSA

Some of our students and adult clients spent time this 
summer working on Team Building. Girl Scout and 
Manhasset High School senior Danielle Nicosia was 

working towards her Girl Scout Gold Award by developing 
a summer-long program working on interactive, life, and 
motor skills.
 The Gold Award is the most prestigious in Girl Scouting.  
Only High School Girl Scouts who have already achieved 
Bronze and Silver Awards are eligible to apply. They must 
“identify an issue, investigate it thoroughly, get help and 
build a team, create a plan, present it and get feedback, 
then take action and inspire.”
 Danielle spent two afternoons a week at NSSA with 
students and clients. A typical session included reading 
their goals for the summer and stretching exercises and 
calisthenics. Each week new trust and team-building 
exercises were added, such as trusting their partner to 
catch them if they fall backwards, walking through an 
obstacle course blindfolded by following their partner’s 
verbal instructions, and team sports.
 We thank Danielle for all the outdoor fun, for 
challenging our students, and offering them wonderful  
new experiences. Danielle, you certainly inspire us!    n

The Parent Association | Has NSSA’s Back

Throughout the year the Parent Association lends outstanding support to NSSA. The organization purchases prizes 
and journal ads for fundraising events, hosts an annual Parent Cocktail Party, and presents staff with an end of 
year luncheon and holiday gifts. This year the PA hosted a Holiday Lunch that was really fun for our kids. Pizza 

and other delicious goodies were offered and guest musician Fish had everyone up dancing and singing!
 Special thanks to Stacey Agosta and Jayne Eaton-Bove, and our high school volunteers for helping to coordinate, 
serve, and clean up. 
 It’s never too late to become a member of the Parent Association. Reach out to Lisa Walford or Cindy Wittels if you 
wish to join.     n 

Summer Camp | 2014

Each summer NSSA hosts a week-long summer camp as part of its Outreach Program serving the Long Island 
autism community.  The camp is made possible through a Family Services Support Grant through the LI Office of 
People With Developmental Disabilities.  

 Each year 36 campers are selected via lottery from a pool of applicants for our family support services. Senior 
Behavior Specialist, Stacey Agosta organized NSSA’s 7th Annual Summer Camp at the close of the Martin C. Barell 
School’s 2014 summer session. Camp personnel were drawn largely from NSSA’s highly skilled teaching staff and also 
included several camp counselors who have been with the camp since its inception in 2007.
 The week was filled with fun summer activities that gave the campers social opportunities and kept them happily 
engaged throughout each day. Campers went swimming, played on the playground, created arts and craft projects, 
and enjoyed going on field trips to KaZam, bowling, Pump it Up, and Bounce U.
 As it has been each year, the NSSA Summer Camp was a wonderfully entertaining week for the campers and a 
relaxing break for their parents.    n



The NSSA Golf Classic | At Sweet Sixteen

Defying all predictions of severe weather, NSSA’s 16th Annual 
Golf Classic went off in beautiful sunshine. The July 14th 
event took place at Sands Point Golf Club and raised over 

$44,189 for NSSA. We thank NSSA dad, Joe Longo, for once again 
chairing this great event. 
 Congratulations to the First Place Foursome  of Joe Winters, 
Bill Brennan, Tom Fitzgerald, and Pete Bergin, who came in at 59. 
Longest Drive honors went to Brian Kurz; and Joe Longo won both 
Closest to the Pin and the Putting Contest.
 We thank our Sponsors for their generous support and are 
pleased to acknowledge: Classic Sponsor: The Winters Family 
Foundation, Inc., Front and Back Nine Sponsors: Pat and Mary 
Beth Miranda, Raffle Sponsor: Joe and Donna Longo, Dinner 
Sponsor: Barrasso & Sons, Green Sponsor: Lafarge Cement, and 
Breakfast Sponsor: Tom and Rosemarie Rosenthal.

 For providing Tee sponsorships NSSA is grateful to: Barrasso & Sons, Michael J. Berger, Brown & Brown of NY, Inc., 
Cambridge Paving Stones, Dime Savings Bank of Williamsburgh, In Memory of Nancy Donlon, Essroc Cement, Frank 
Bros. Fuel Corp., Gavasto Associates, Architects, The Geisenheimer Agency, Gold Coast Bank, Gorton’s, Huntington 
Bay Dental, The Koehler Organization, LaReddola, Lester & Associates, Margolin, Winer & Evens, NorthEast Solite 
Corp., Weapons of Grass Destruction, Weber Law Group, and The Magnificent Wigdor Family. Thank you one and all!
 Many thanks to Greg Smith and Sands Point Golf Club for a wonderful outing and very generous donation of a Golf 
Foursome prize for our Live Auction. Thanks to Bill Haugland for donating a Mets Suite to the Auction as well.
 Please save Monday, July 27, 2015 for our 17th Annual Golf Classic!    n
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Queens College Interns | 
Gain Experience at NSSA 
Each year interns from Queens College Master’s Program in 
Special Education spend the summer at NSSA. This internship 
program is part of NSSA’s commitment to expanding the pool 
of educators who are skilled in the intricacies of educating 
students with autism. The interns gain valuable hands-on 
experience in the classroom. Over the years NSSA has had 
the added benefit of placing a number of the Summer Interns 
into permanent staff positions upon graduation. 

Spring Parent Training | 
Workshops Scheduled

Every spring and fall NSSA hosts an 8-week 
course in Parent Training. The next round 
of NSSA’s Parent Training Workshops takes 

place Wednesdays from April 15th to June 3rd 
from 7-9pm.
 The Workshops are designed to give parents of 
children with autism the practical tools they need 
to create a home environment that is productive 
and engaging. 
 Registration for the 8-week Series is $100 
per family. Please call NSSA at 631-462-0386 to 
register.      n

Place: NSSA, 80 Hauppauge Rd., 
 Commack, NY 11725

Time: 7-9pm

Dates: April 15, 22, 29, 
 May 6, 13, 20, 27  
 June 3

Cost:  $100/family for the 8-week session

Smithtown High School East’s cafeteria was hopping at NSSA’s 5th Annual Holiday Dance on December 19. Barell 
and NSSA students over the age of 13, and adult clients were invited to join Smithtown high school students for 
a rocking good time in a club-like atmosphere complete with disco lights and DJ Matt Figuccio. Thank you Matt 

for once again providing entertainment and helping to make the event such a success. 
 New friends were made and longtime friends were reunited. In all, everyone had a great time. We thank Smithtown 
High School East for once again hosting the event at their school, and Stacey Agosta and NSSA staff for volunteering 
to make it a special night for the kids.    n

Dancing | In A Winter Wonderland

Bertucci’s Cooks Up Help |  
For NSSA

Our friends at Bertucci’s Restaurant in Hauppauge have 
been extremely kind to NSSA.  On June 23rd and again 
on December 17th 

they held fundraisers 
for our organization. 
Fifteen percent of 
purchases made 
with an event flier 
were allotted to 
NSSA, whether 
Dine In, Carry Out, 
or Delivery.  Together 
the events netted $903 
for NSSA!
 Bertucci’s has also offered opportunities for vocational 
skill development to our students and young adult clients. 
Trainees are learning to fold pizza boxes, assemble silverware 
and children’s crayons, prep food, and some are even making 
pizza!
 We sincerely thank Bertucci’s for their support and 
friendship.     n

Joe Winters with his First Place Foursome.

Golfers from left: Joe Guarascio, Ron Guarascio, 
Andy Serpanos and Dan Barnes.

NSSA Executive Director Nicole Weidenbaum with NSSA parent Joe Longo.

From left Lauren Dallaglio, Katie Fariello, Christine Singh,  
Alexis LaVacca, and Corita Ann Williams.



First Ride |
For A Cause

You can win a chance to be on 
the first ride of Turbulence, 
Adventureland’s new roller 

coaster! Our friends at Adventureland 
have generously selected NSSA to be 
one of only two benefiting charities for 
its First Ride for A Cause. To purchase 
$5 "chances", please visit:  http://www.
adventureland.us/first-ride-for-a-cause.php.  We hope you will select NSSA as your charity on the right side of the 
page. You can purchase multiple chances to increase your odds of winning--for example, if you donate $20 to NSSA, 
you have 4 chances to win. Winners will be chosen at random---there will be 8 winners per charity. The contest deadline 
has been extended to April 12, 2015. 
 The second part of the current contest will be a standard eBay auction, in which you can bid on seats in the first car 
of each coaster train. The three winning bidders will ride in the first car with a popular DJ from WBAB or WBLI. Please 
visit the Adventureland website at www.adventureland.us for auction details.
 Last autumn our friends at Adventureland retired their famed Hurricane Roller Coaster after 23 years of exciting 
rides. The Gentile Family, owners of Adventureland, created an extra special good bye.  A friendly competition between 
two charities, NSSA and Juvenile Diabetes Research Fund, raised funds for their organizations.  The Gentiles matched 
the money raised by NSSA’s friends bringing our total to $2,758 and making NSSA the winner of the Last Ride!   n

The Wheatley School Students |  
Spend A Day Of Service At NSSA

For the past five years NSSA has had the pleasure of an annual visit by students from The Wheatley School in Old 
Westbury for a Day of Service. This autumn The Wheatley School students, some of whom have a sibling on the 
autism spectrum, met with NSSA staff to learn a bit about teaching methods used at The Martin C. Barell School. 

 The visiting students served as good peer models for our students. They engaged in age appropriate social activities 
and small craft projects before sharing lunch together. Thanks for a great visit and day of service.    n

NSSA Gives A Lift | To Blue Horizons For Autism

On September 21st, fifteen 
NSSA staff members 
volunteered their expertise 

to Blue Horizons for Autism. 
Because the experience of 
airline travel can be fraught with 
challenges for families touched by 
autism, Autism Speaks and JetBlue 
Airways joined forces to address 
this problem. Blue Horizons for 
Autism was designed to introduce 
individuals with autism along 
with their families to an air travel 
experience in a relaxed, realistic 
environment, in the company of 
peers in the autism community, 
and with behavioral support. 
 The two sessions at JFK airport began with the families experiencing simulated check-in, security screening, and 
waiting at the gate prior to departure. After boarding the plane, JetBlue staff led family members through pre-takeoff 
procedures. To add further realism to the experience, the JetBlue plane taxied the jetway for some twenty minutes, 
before the passengers disembarked for a celebratory reception.
 NSSA staff contributed greatly to the success of this venture. Using their expertise in behavior analysis, staff 
worked to reduce anxiety and promote tolerance of change and the unknown in order to make the experience enriching 
for the participants.
 Family members and JetBlue staff were universal in their praise for the experience. One mom posted this on the 
event blog: “This was a wonderful event. We have been so apprehensive to fly, since our son with autism does not 
react well to having his movement restricted for more than a couple of minutes. He responded so well that we are now 
comfortable taking him on a plane, hopefully with JetBlue. Thank you so much!”     n 
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Pieces Of Hope

Clients in NSSA’s Adult Services Program have begun a new project 
called Pieces of Hope. They are making small batch, all natural, 
preservative-free, bath and beauty products. The first two items in 

production are Body Butter with Lavender Scent and Salty Lemon Body 
Scrub. They are being sold in 4 oz. jars at a price of $6.00 each or $10 
for 2.
 Pieces of Hope offers opportunities for skill development for our clients, 
who are making strides into direction following, turn taking, accuracy in 
measuring, and independence.  All proceeds will be reinvested into the 
program.
 If you wish to make a purchase, please send payment to NSSA by 
check or cash or call the office at 631-462-0386 for credit card purchases. 
Kindly indicate the number of jars you would like and shipping address. Shipping fees are $6.00 for 2 jars, and $13.00 
for 3-12 jars. Orders require at least one week processing time.  
 Remember Mother’s Day is right around the corner, and Pieces of Hope will make a wonderful gift!    n



Sibling Day | At NSSA

At NSSA we know that even though only one family member may have autism, the entire family will be impacted. 
So we encourage family members to visit NSSA often and to embrace the parent training offered to help them to 
develop strategies for improving family life.  Siblings are welcome year round, but one day each summer NSSA 

holds a special Sibling Day for the brothers and sisters of its students and clients. 
 NSSA staff puts together a day for everyone to enjoy. They plan special activities and craft projects. A bounce 
house with waterslide is set up; and opportunities abound for students to demonstrate newly-learned skills to their 
families. The siblings have a chance to interact with their own brothers and sisters, and to meet up with other siblings 
like themselves. Sibling Day is a whole lot of fun and a whole lot more.     n
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Ways | You Can Help
Pathmark has a new Community Rewards Card that is a painless way to help NSSA. You can pick up a 
Community Rewards Card at any store location. Register your Pathmark Community Rewards card by phone at 
1.866.884.6892 or online at escrip.com/apcommunity.  Be sure to designate NSSA as your benefiting charity.  Then 
just use your Community Rewards Card every time you check out and NSSA will receive 1% of your purchase. 

Buy a Brick for NSSA’s Walk of Fame. Bricks are available in 2 sizes 4” x 8” @ $100 and 8” x 8” @ $250. Order forms 
are available in our office and on our website at NSSAinfo.org.

1-800-Flowers will give you a 10% discount and donate 4% of your online or phone orders, when you use the 
Promotional Code NSSA  at the time of purchase. We hope you will consider using this program for your personal and 
business needs. This program is open to  friends, family, and associates.

Amazon offers a simple way to support your favorite charity each time you shop at no cost to you. Begin by visiting 
smile.amazon.com, then select your charity (we hope you will choose Nassau Suffolk Services for the Autistic), and 
start shopping. You will find the same prices and selection as on Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will 
donate 0.5% of eligible Amazon Smile purchases to NSSA!

Staff Notes | Announcements, And Congratulations!
Anniversaries
• For 20 years of service, we thank Gina Doria Pisaeno 
• For 10 years of service, NSSA thanks: Maria Garrett, Stacey Leo, Nancy Marksteiner 
• For 5 years of service, we thank Chris Baum, Jayne Eaton-Bove, Koola Glodowski, Melissa Lippolis, 
   Michael Mannion, Kristin McCrossin, Adam Pattison, and Marisa Rocco

Babies  Our best wishes to:    
• Cortney and Adam Pattison on the arrival of Ian Thomas on September 11, 2014
• Diane (Molini) and Steve Sasso and big brother Colin on the birth of Eva Lynn on September 11, 2014  
• Deb and John Kennedy and big sister Brianna Nicole, who welcomed Emily Samantha on September 22, 2014
• Jennie Battipaglia Granger and Chris Granger on the birth of Christopher Pasquale on 12/13/14 
• Heather and Matt Russell, whose son Jordan Alexander arrived on December 18, 2014
• Nicole and Tom Tibaldi and big brothers Justin and Brandon on the birth of Sydney Paige on 2/13/15

Weddings  Our best wishes to: 
• Audry Lynn Smith and Shaun Barrett, who were wed on June 28, 2014
• Angela Santoro and Andrew Di Natale on their October 18, 2014 marriage    

Engagements Congratulations to 
• Katie Reres and Michael Mannion on their August 2, 2014 betrothal
• Jeannette Gould and Leo Munar on their February 14, 2015 engagement

News | From The Development Office

To supplement the funds raised through NSSA’s special events, the Development Office works to secure funding 
from foundations, corporations, businesses, and government offices on an on-going basis. The Development 
Office is proud to announce the receipt of the following grants and donations:

December 2014
 • Bike to the Beach for Autism granted $1,000
 • Bertucci’s Hauppauge donated $903, proceeds of 6/23/14 and 12/17/14 fundraisers 

November 2014
 • North Shore Autism Circle granted $20,000
 • Autism Speaks-Long Island Chapter granted $5,000 to NSSA’s digital library

September 2014
 • New York Community Bank Foundation granted $3,500 to help underwrite NSSA’s Digital Library
 • NSSA received proceeds of $2,812 from Americana’s 2013 Champions for Charity shopping event   
 • 1-800-Flowers’ Reward Program generated $247 from purchasers who used code NSSA when placing 
   on-line or phone orders

August 2014
 • The Joseph LeRoy and Ann C. Warner Fund granted $21,500 to upgrade the NSSA playground
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April | Autism Awareness Month

In the 1970’s April became Autism Awareness Month, a special time to educate the public about autism and issues 
within the autism community. By 2007 the United Nations designated April 2nd to be World Autism Awareness Day as a 
way to foster knowledge of autism, to encourage early diagnosis, and promote effective and measureable intervention.

 The Light it Up Blue for Autism campaign introduced by Autism Speaks has become a worldwide phenomenon that 
calls attention to the crisis of autism. As the prevalence grows (1 in 68 children born today will be diagnosed with autism), 
so does the need to provide effective intervention and programs.
 Here at NSSA we honor our students, clients, and staff year round, but on April 2nd we support Autism Awareness 
by wearing blue. Many of our families and supporters mark the occasion by changing the outdoor lights of their homes to 
blue, like thousands of iconic buildings worldwide.
 We invite you to take part in Light It Up Blue for Autism this April 2nd and join us in raising awareness of autism during 
the month of April.     n



Save | The Dates
April 8, 2015 A Special Night for Our Special Kids at Adventureland will take place 7:30-10:30pm. 
 Rain date: 7:30-10:30pm, Thursday, April 9. 

April 12, 2015  Deadline for Adventureland’s “First Ride for a Cause.” See page 12 for details.

April 15, 2015 8-week Parent Training Workshop “Incorporating Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) into Family Life”  
 will take place 8 consecutive Tuesday evenings at 7-9pm: April 15, 22, 29, May 6, 13, 20, 27, June  
 3. Cost: $100/family for the 8-week session. Call (631) 462-0386 for more information or to register.

April 18, 2015 NSSA will celebrate its 23rd Annual Dinner for Our Children at Leonard’s Palazzo,            
 555 Northern Blvd., Great Neck. For more information, email dinnerdance@nssa.net

May 9, 2015 The 9th Annual Jack’s Run will kick off at 9:00am sharp at North Hempstead Beach Park, 175 West 
 Shore Road, Port Washington. Visit nssa.net/events for links to register or make donation.

June 5, 2015 Bike to the Beach for Autism will host its 5th Annual 100 mile NYC to Westhampton ride. A portion   
 of the proceeds will benefit NSSA.

July 27, 2015 The 17th Annual NSSA Golf Classic will take place at Sands Point Country Club, 130 Middle Neck 
 Road, Port Washington, NY 11050. For further information, email: golfclassic@nssa.net

Sep 25, 2015 Autumn Adventureland is scheduled for 6:30-9:30 pm. 

Nov 7, 2015 NSSA’s 17th Annual Wine Tasting and Auction returns to Garden City Country Club.

80 Hauppauge Road
Commack, NY 11725


