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Thirty Years of Excellence in Autism Services

Historically, autism has long posed the greatest We know and have demonstrated over and over again,
challenge of all developmental disabilities. Until a that individuals with autism can learn and become
generation ago, the prevailing belief was that individuals active and productive members of society.
While we celebrate the accomplishments effective
with autism could not be taught, form meaningful
relationships, live at home, or understand the world education has yielded for this population, we do so with
the knowledge that very few
around them. They were
effective programs exist
defined by their perceived
Help Celebrate
nationwide for children with
limitations; and few recogth
nized their untapped potential.
Our 30 Anniversary autism and fewer still for
adults with the disorder.
For so many families
Service
resources for families
touched by autism, those were
Buy a Brick for
are limited; and funding
dark days indeed. Under the
NSSA’s Walk of Fame
challenges for programs
guidance of many professionals,
abound. Recently Governor
parents were advised to place
Engraved Bricks are
Cuomo announced a 6%
their children with autism
available
in
two
sizes:
in institutions like Willowstatewide cut to the programs
brook, where they languished
administered
by voluntary
4”x 8” @ $100 each
throughout the duration of
agencies, like NSSA. These
8”x 8” @ $250 each
their lives.
cuts will affect NSSA’s Adult
Call Connie Grassle
Fortunately, this is no longer
Service, In-home Respite, and
631-462-0386
the case. Years of advocacy
Saturday Recreation Programs,
to
arrange
your
purchase
and scientific discovery have
which is why your support
led to effective, science-based
means more now than ever.
See page 15 for details
intervention and education
We invite you to celebrate
programs for this population
NSSA’s 30 years of accomand untapped potential has become unlocked potential. plishment with a donation or the purchase of a brick for
In 1983 Nassau Suffolk Services for Autism was our Walk of Fame. Please join us in creating a brighter
founded to meet the unique needs of individuals and future for those we serve. ■
families touched by autism. Understanding that these
needs required a new approach, Martin C. Barell, the
Chancellor of the New York State Board of Regents,
lent his considerable support to the establishment of
NSSA’s Education Program. Named in his honor and
dedicated to his vision, The Martin C. Barell School
opened in 1993 and became the first school in New
York State exclusively dedicated to the education
and treatment of individuals with autism using Applied
Behavior Analysis- the only scientifically documented
effective treatment.
In the succeeding years NSSA has become a force to
be reckoned with on behalf of the autism community.
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The celebration of NSSA’s 30 th
Anniversary will begin at the Crest
Hollow, Woodbury on Saturday, April
13th with our 21st Annual Dinner for
Our Children. Spectacular auction
prizes will be presented for our guests’
consideration.
With the help
of the Parent Association NSSA is
offering four orchestra tickets to
an 8:00 pm, Saturday, June 1st performance of two
-time Oscar winTom Hanks
ner Tom Hanks
in Nora Ephron’s “Lucky Guy.”
This limited engagement is Mr.
Hanks’ first Broadway appearance,
and recounts the life of the colorful
Daily News writer Mike McAlary.
The Martin C. Barell
School warmly
welcomed three new
students to its student
body: Mikey, Tommy,
and Griffin. We send
them our very best
wishes as they embark
on this new journey. ■

Dinner and a limo ride will round out
a delightful night out.
Another exciting prize is a
Vineyard Tour of the North Fork
for 20 guests in a Luxury Limousine
Bus. Passes for tastings at three Vineyards and a certificate for Lunch will
make this is a day to remember.
A third wonderful prize is a Week
stay at Smugglers Notch, Vermont,
A 30 minute drive to Stowe, this
Premium Mountain view 2 bedroom,
2 bath Tamaracks condo sleeps 8 and
is offered from Friday, December 6 13, 2013.
The final prize is a Week stay at
Wild Dunes, Isle of Palms, SC. The
condo sleeps 8 and is offered from
Saturday, June 29thto Friday, July 5,
2013 Tickets to the Dinner for Our
Children are available through the NSSA
office by calling 631-462-0386. ■

Welcome Students

Jack’s Run Hits Lucky 7

NSSA’s 7th Annual 5K Run / Walk,
Jack’s Run, will take place 9:00am sharp,
Saturday, May 11th at N. Hempstead
Beach Park, Port Washington. Please
visit our website: www.nssainfo.org
to find links to make a donation or set up
a fundraising page at FirstGiving.com
or to Register to run (or walk) at
Active.com. T-shirts are available to all

pre-registrants. Trophies are awarded
to Men’s and Women’s Overall and the
top three runners in age groups from
under 12 to 85+. NSSA offers a great
breakfast spread at the close of the
event. Information about Sponsorship
opportunities is available on our web-site
or by calling the NSSA Development
office at 631- 462-0386. ■

MISSION STATEMENT
Nassau Suffolk Services for Autism (NSSA) offers hope to people with autism and their
families by providing high quality life-long support through services which enable people
with autism to function better in everyday life.
NSSA offers the most advanced treatment and training programs for the benefit of people
with autism, and will continue to pioneer, through research, comprehensive treatment
models which can be adopted nationally.
www.nssainfo.org
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Vocational Spotlight
on Friendly’s, Middle Island

By Kristin McCrossin

“Friendly, you bet we are!” This is the slogan of teaching them the tricks of the trade and modeling step
Friendly’s and it certainly holds true. Along life’s path, by step various job tasks and procedures. When our
you come across people who offer you great opportunities. NSSA students and clients walk through the door they are
In my life, one of these people was Donna Insigne, my greeted with happy cries, “Our friends are here!” The
former general manager at Friendly’s. I worked there for students are excited to be part of the Friendly’s crew and
ten years; and it helped me pay for college and become enjoy working in such a positive and supportive setting.
At the end of each month the students and clients
the hardworking person I am today. It came as no surprise
that when I approached Donna to ask if she would con- use their “Bonus Bucks,” a classroom token economy
reinforcement system to
sider volunteer opportuniearn a Friendly’s lunch
ties for NSSA students,
outing for being ideal
she gladly accepted.
workers. This ties into
We sat down and
the essential life lesson
discussed our program,
of working hard, earning
individual characteristics
money, and being able to
of our students and
spend that money.
clients, autism in general,
In addition to the work
and outlined vocational
From left: Sean Henneberry, Bryan Murdock-Gould,
done on site, many skills
tasks that might be approKathryn DeMartino, Donna Insigne, Kristin McCrossin,
are brought back, reinpriate for them. Andrew,
Michelle Raguso, Alexis Whitehead, Britney Puglissi,
forced in the classroom’s
Kathryn, Michelle, and
Colleen Fields, and Lara Sudano.
curriculum, and individuBryan currently work
there two days per week. Their tasks include greeting alized for each student. In classroom 5, you will see many
and seating customers, bussing tables, rolling silver- vocational lesson plans being taught, such as filling out
ware, washing dishes, preparing food, polishing wood, job applications, creating a resume, work related problem
making crayon books, blowing up balloons, and stock- solving scenarios, discussing appropriate work attire,
behavior, hygiene, safety, and customer service. These
ing the ice cream fountain.
Proud parent JoAnn Raguso was happy when she lessons in tandem with working at Friendly’s have helped
found out her daughter was working at Friendly’s, our students become successful, productive members
because she was a former employee herself. “Friendly’s of the community.
NSSA and I would like to express our sincere
had also given me the opportunity to earn a living
throughout high school and college. I am excited for appreciation of everyone at Friendly’s, Middle Island
for this wonderful opportunity to learn and grow.
Michelle and me to have this shared experience.”
NSSA embraces any possible volunteer opportunities.
Our students’ success would not have been possible
without the help of three compassionate employees: Shift Please contact Jacquie Frangoulis, NSSA’s Vocational
Manager and waitresses Britney Puglissi, Alexis White- Coordinator, with any potential job opportunities for our
head, and Colleen Fields, who aided in their success by students and clients. Please give us an opportunity. ■

Summer Interns Karin Kayserian and Eric Morris
with students Ronny (l) and Joseph
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with Austin, Ari, and Alex
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14 th Annual Golf Classic is a Huge Success!

Golfers enjoyed a great day on the links at the ensuring a successful outing. This year our sincere
NSSA Golf Classic. The 14th Annual event was held on thanks go to Breakfast Sponsor- Robbins and Cowan,
July 16th and drew a crowd of regulars and new faces. Inc., Green Sponsors- Giaquinto Masonry and United
Under the long time stewardship of Joe Longo, the Asset Strategies, Hole in One Sponsor- Barrasso and
Sons, Raffle Sponsor- Joe and
Golf Classic raised $36,580 for
Donna Longo, Front and Back
NSSA. We thank Joe for his
Nine Sponsors- Pat and Mary
tireless efforts.
Beth Miranda. And last, but far
NSSA’s Golf Classic offers
from least, we thank our many Tee
many prize opportunities for
Sponsors for their support- Benicompetitive golfers. Prizes were
max Inc.; Coram Materials Corpoawarded for First Place Foursome,
ration; Dime Savings Bank of
Second Place Foursome, Longest
Williamsburgh; East Islip Health
Drive, and Closest to the Tee.
& Fitness; Essroc Cement;
Three holes offered fabulous prizes
Federal
White Cement Company;
for holes-in-one. The pre-game
Golf Classic Chairman Joe Longo
Frank
Bros.
Fuel Corporation;
Putting Contest has become a
with Nicole Weidenbaum
Gorton’s; Huntington Bay Dental;
favorite of attendees.
Plandome Country Club provided a delectable Koehler Masonry; Luxottica; Margolin, Winer & Evens,
breakfast buffet, grilled lunch on the course, and a very LLP; Michael J. Berger & Co., LLP; National Grid; and
enjoyable cocktail hour and buffet dinner spread. Many Northeast Solite Corporation.
This year NSSA will host its 15th Annual Golf
thanks to Plandome General Manager Lee Koons for
donating a foursome for auction.
Classic on Monday, July 15th at Sands Point Golf Club.
We are very appreciative of our Sponsors for Please join us for a great day. ■

A Taste of the Good Life

Not even an impending Super Storm could dampen
the mood or the attendance at NSSA’s 14th Annual Wine
Tasting. Nearly 300 guests sampled from fifty different
wines and champagnes along with foods paired to
compliment them by the chef at The Carltun.
The NSSA Wine Tasting owes a great debt to Fedele
Miranda and Empire Merchants for donating the wine
for this and every one of the fourteen Wine Tastings
to benefit NSSA. Thank you so much for your
longstanding and exceptional generosity!
We are very appreciative of Homer Fanos for donating his time and artistry on the keyboards. Thanks for
making the evening even more special.
Sponsors are the life blood of event fundraising. For
their generous support NSSA thanks: Event SponsorsMary Beth and Pat Miranda; Prize Raffle Sponsor- The
Slone Family; Décor Sponsor- The Cahill Family; Journal Sponsors- Don Camera and Co. and Joe and Donna
Longo; and Entertainment Sponsors- The Lettis Family,
Charlie and Ann Marie Liggio, Mike and Ondine Miranda, and Signature Bank.
Great prizes added sparkle to the evening.Thanks to
Maureen Fanning for donating the Grand Raffle Prize.
We thank Marc Santospirito for securing Live and Silent
Auction foursomes. Thanks to Dorothy Horan for donating
Page 4
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Four Seasons of Wreaths, Paul and Mary Lettis for
donating a case of wine, Ann Liggio for her beautifully
crafted quilt, and Diane Olsen for another lovely watercolor. Our Boards of Chance benefited from spectacular
prizes. Thanks to Donna D’Eri for a Go-Pro Sports
Camera, Meredith Pieper and Donna D’Eri for an iPad,
and Lauren Lavelle Salon for a gift card. Thanks to all
of the friends who donated raffle and wheel prizes.
We hope you will mark your calendars and join us
Saturday, November 16th at The Hamlet in Commack
for our 15th Annual Wine Tasting and Auction. ■

Nicole Weidenbaum with Chris Desena and Dina McCord

www.nssainfo.org
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Casino Night is a Winner!

NSSA’s 8th Annual Casino Night drew a happy crowd
for a beautiful evening at the Swan Club. With a
wonderful assortment of exciting games and a delightful
selection of grilled favorites, this event has become an
end of summer favorite.
We thank our sponsors, whose generosity
ensures a successful evening. Thanks to Roulette
Sponsors - The Cahill Family; and Money Wheel
Sponsors - Alliance Building Services, Lancer Insurance
Company, The Harris Family, The Jusko Family, and The
Wigdor Family.

NSSA moms, Lisa Walford,
JoAnn Raguso, and Alissa Brodsky

Many thanks to Michael Djani and the staff at The
Swan Club for a lovely evening. Thanks to Michael
Possilico and our friends at Casinos by M & M for all
the fun they bring to their work.
We are very appreciative of all our guests, to all who
donated prizes, and to our volunteers for making it look
so easy. Thank you all.
This year’s event will be held on Thursday, August
8th at Carlyle at the Palace, 1600 Round Swamp Road,
Plainview, just off Exit 48 South on the Long Island
Expressway. We hope to see you there! ■

Party goers enjoy a win!

Diane and Sarah Olsen

Parent Association Launched

By Lisa Walford

NSSA is pleased to announce the formation of the
NSSA Parent Association. The purpose of forming the
PA is to help support all of the wonderful programs,
events, activities and staff at both The Martin C. Barell
School and NSSA’s Adult Services Program.
The PA was launched with several events including
the Welcome Back Breakfast and “Wheatley Plaza
Gives Back” shopping event (from which NSSA
received $4,267) in October. A cocktail party was hosted
by Mary Beth and Pat Miranda took place on February
2nd and gave parents a chance to get to know each other.
Future events are in the works, so please check your
emails for important “Save the Dates!” Some of these
include another roundtable breakfast in early March,
Mom’s Night Out in late April, Teacher Appreciation
NSSA Parent association moms met for lunch
Day in May and a summer picnic in July. Additionally,
the PA will be donating a grand prize for our upcoming Service families to date. If you have not yet joined and are
Dinner Dance on April 13th.
interested, please contact Lisa Walford wallach308@aol.com
%
The PA has 65 participation of our Barell and Adult or Cindy Wittels cwittels@gmail.com. ■
Winter 2013

NSSA NEWS

www.nssainfo.org

Volume 9 No. 1

Page 5

NSSA’s Terri Manzione Offers Food for Thought

Terri Manzione, NSSA’s
Coordinator of Outreach,
Officer of the Long Island
Family
Support
Services
Advisory Council and mother of
a young adult with autism, was
asked to deliver the parent
perspective speech at the
Advisory Council’s 20th annual
Legislative Breakfast, held on
October 19th. The speech was
delivered to an audience of
Terri Manzione
more than 500 individuals,
family members, elected officials and provider
agencies. The text of the speech follows:

the answer to Sal’s question. On a black April morning
in 1997, Dr. Pomeroy told us what our hearts already
knew, “Stuey has autism”.
“Why do you keep your doors locked when you’re
home in the middle of the day?” Sal asked one afternoon when he dropped off a borrowed tool. I explained
that Stuey often tried to elope. Sal didn’t realize that
word – elope – was used for any purpose other than
romance. I explained to him that many children with
autism try to run away without reason or warning.
Sometime after that conversation Sal watched from his
front window as our neighbors jumped on bicycles,
into their SUV’s, or took off on foot and began an
hour-long search for our beautiful, non-verbal
pre-schooler who somehow got past our locks and
deadbolts. Having just undergone surgery, Sal couldn’t
I live in Glen Head, in a neighborhood called Radcliff join the search party, but I saw him from the corner of
Manor, a collection of half-century old Cape Cods set my tear-filled eyes, when a neighbor found Stuey a
on humble 50x100 plots. Our community is so endearing mile away, and delivered him safely into my arms.
that many of the children who were raised there, have
returned to live and raise the next generation. My newlywed husband and I moved to Radcliff Manor in 1991
and were greeted with a warm welcome from the neighbors around us, mostly families with children of varying
ages. Diagonally across the street lived Sal and
Anna, a middle-aged childless couple with thick
Hungarian accents, who would exchange a smile and a
friendly “hello” but otherwise kept to themselves.
Stu and I started our family shortly after we settled in
our new home, and I gave birth to two boys, Joseph and
Stuey, just 14 months apart. As our family grew so did
our acquaintance with Sal and Anna. Sal liked to take
long walks around the neighborhood and was a NSSA’s Shelley Ourian (center) sang the National Anthem
self-appointed watch dog. He’d notice when we were
I know Sal heard Stuey during the many days when
struggling with a home improvement project, or when
our lawn mower or cars wouldn’t start, and he’d offer a he would scream for no apparent reason, and perhaps
he heard my husband and I crying as we wiped feces
helping hand.
During the middle of a frigid winter’s night in 1996, from our living room wall, or picked up shattered
my 18 month-old Stuey climbed out of his crib and re- pieces of wood when Stuey would engage in his
fused to go back to sleep. It was the beginning of a jour- furniture-flipping behavior.
But Sal smiled when my husband and I arrived home
ney of sleep deprivation for my family that would last
years. Spring arrived and as we planted impatiens in our from Stuey’s first CPSE meeting. He watched as my
front yard, Sal walked across the street and posed the mother ran out to hug us, in celebration of our victory
over the County and the School District. They didn’t
first of many questions about my son’s behavior.
“Theresa,” he asked, “why are lights on inside your want Stuey to attend DDI’s Young Autism Program,
because it was not the “least restrictive setting.” At first
house, in the middle of the night?”
“Stuey’s having trouble sleeping,” I answered. “I glance they were right… the intense 1:1 program was a
guess he’s teething or growing,” was my rationalization restrictive, non-integrated environment, but it was the
at that moment. It would be a year of many atypical most appropriate for Stuey’s needs. The CPSE decision
behaviors, Doctor’s visits, and pouring over literature came down to a vote and Stuey’s Early Intervention
about childhood development, before we would learn case worker broke the tie. That brave young County
Page 6
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at 2012 Legislative Breakfast

employee knew Stuey’s needs, and voted for him to
attend the Young Autism Program, despite her Director’s
vote against the placement.
As Stuey grew up, we grew accustomed to life on a
rollercoaster. Stuey had times of progress and times of
regress, and thanks to many dedicated professionals,
some of whom are here today from DDI, Ascent, NSSA,
and the Sid Jacobson JCC, Stuey got the services he
needed to grow and learn.
When Stuey reached his later teen years, Sal and
Anna reached their retirement years. Sadly, many of
Stuey’s maladaptive behaviors returned, and Sal was
diagnosed with cancer. I visited Sal at the hospital a few
weeks before he died. He talked about Stuey, and then
said five honest words that nobody in my circle of
family or friends had been brave enough to say.
“Theresa, your death won’t be easy.”
“Theresa, your death won’t be easy.”
I’m repeating those words because they reverberate
in my head every day, and I’m certain many parents of
an intellectually or developmentally disabled son or
daughter hear those words in their own minds, and in
their hearts. Your death won’t be easy.
Those five words are hard to say, and I know they’re
hard to hear. Those of you in the room who don’t know
me would be mistaken if you think I’m just an irrational,
panicked mother. I practiced law for 17 years and then
began working with OPWDD providers, seven years
ago. I’ve sat on Ascent’s Board, I’m an Officer of the
LIFSSAC, and I’m the Outreach Coordinator for Nassau
Suffolk Services for Autism.
I understand the fiscal constraints that tie the hands
of the men and women who are servants and employees
of our State’s Government. But I also know that Article
XVII, Section 1 of the New York State Constitution
mandates that “the aid, care and support of the needy
are public concerns and shall be provided by the
State…” This provision of the NYS Constitution was
specifically adopted to protect rights vulnerable in the
event of difficult economic circumstances.
We’re gathered here today for Breakfast, on the eve
of history. The number of children with an Intellectual
or Developmental Disability, or an Autism Spectrum
Disorder, is at an historic high and will increase over
time. Without the most careful planning, balancing
fiscal with societal realities, our State will face a
socioeconomic crisis.
The State must continue development of new
day and residential programs that can adequately meet
the needs of the severely disabled, and fund
self-determined models for those whose abilities and
Winter 2013
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desires demand a self-determined life.
The State’s plan cannot simply be to support
Mom and Dad so their adult children can continue
living home. Parents often cannot find paid staff
to reliably work in their home and provide support, and
these children will long outlive their parents. Many
families will face foreclosure or bankruptcy when they
are forced to leave work and stay home with their adult

NSSA’s Andrew D’Eri led the Pledge of Allegiance

child. Willowbrook will return as tens of thousands of
disabled children are trapped in their parent’s homes
with nothing to do because of a lack of housing,
employment and social-recreational choices, or the
funds to pay for them. And Willowbrook will return
when parents die and there is nowhere for their children
to go. Perhaps the halls and holding pens of those
ominous Staten Island buildings will remain empty, but
with the clear lack of adequate planning for the tsunami
heading our way, there will be a crisis as atrocious as
Willowbrook.
And so I challenge every Legislator, State employee,
sibling, parent, provider and advocate in this room,
when you are discussing, considering, developing and
drafting the laws and policies of the Justice Center, the
People First Waiver, and the Olmstead Implementation
Plan, to dare to be as brave as that Early Intervention
Case Worker who voted against her Director, and
changed the course of my son’s life.
Can you stay the course, protect the needs of this most
vulnerable population despite uncertain economic times,
and ensure that Sal’s prediction about my last day on
this Earth, indeed the last day of every parent in this
room, does not come true? ■

www.nssainfo.org
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Day of Service at NSSA

Middle and High School students from The Wheatley
School in East Williston spent October 24th at The
Martin C. Barell School as part of their Day of Service
Program. The visiting students came with their Program
Supervisor Natalia McMillan and brought a project for
each classroom. Some read a book, others had arts and
craft projects, and everyone socialized.

Not Just
Spinning Our Wheels

Bike to the Beach is a nonprofit organization that
promotes autism awareness through 100 mile cycling events across the nation. Bike to the Beach
has invited NSSA to participate in its NYC event
again this year. The 100 mile ride will take place
on June 7th beginning in Manhattan and ending in
Westhampton. Last year Bike to the Beach donated
$2,500 to NSSA for the purchase of a shed to house
our outdoor equipment.
Bike to the Beach offers training opportunities
for cyclists, information on rentals and accommodations, and route instruction on its website:
www.biketothebeach.org/the-ride/ny-ride.aspx.
Cyclists can use this website to register for the
event as well.
If 100 miles sounds like just too much, cyclists
can split the distance with a friend and do 50 miles
apiece. When you register, please indicate that you
are riding for Team NSSA.
We are also looking for volunteers to man a rest
stop on event day. Please call Connie Grassle at
631-462-0386 ext. 118 to sign up to volunteer. ■

Lord and Taylor
Charity Shopping Event

Lord and Taylor welcomes spring with the return of
its “Shop Smart, Do Good” charitable shopping events:
Wednesday, April 3, 2013 Lord & Taylor, Garden City
Wednesday, April 24, 2013 Lord & Taylor, Manhasset
Each ticket includes two special 25% off bonus
coupons to be used on one regular or sale priced item
and an exclusive 15% off savings pass to be used all
day on regular and sale-priced items including cosmetics and fragrances. Some exclusions apply. Tickets are
available at the NSSA office for $5 each. Please
be sure to stipulate Garden City or Manhasset store. ■
Page 8
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The East Williston students had lunch in one
classroom, where all the desks were assembled in a
circle; and a “Conversation Bucket” was passed with
questions to stimulate social engagement. A great time
was had by all!
Many thanks to Ms. McMillan and The Wheatley
School students for their kindness to our children. ■

Walter Siebert

NSSA owes a debt of gratitude to Walter Siebert, who
donates his time and considerable masonry talents to
updating the Walk of Fame. Walter not only supervised
the installation of the Walk of Fame, but he installs each
new brick order that arrives from the engraver completely
free of charge.
Please consider Walter Siebert for your own masonry
needs. He can be reached by calling W. Siebert Contracting
at 631-277-9431. Let him know that NSSA sent you. ■

Holiday Appeal

The Annual Holiday Appeal was answered by
NSSA’s loyal friends, who raised over $42,000 to date
in support of our organization. We send our heartfelt
thanks to everyone who responded so generously. ■

Tennis Anyone?

We invite you to join us Saturday, April 20th at 1:00
pm (Raindate Saturday, April 27th) for the Suffolk
County Tennis Coaches Association Doubles
Tournament. The Tournament will take place at The
Hamlet, 1 Clubhouse Drive, Commack and all proceeds
will benefit NSSA. ■

NSSA at Walk Now for
Autism Jones Beach 10/7/12

from left: Anna Tilocca, Donna D’Eri, Anna Walford,
Lisa Walford, Andrew D’Eri, and Cindy Wittels
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Holiday Dance At Smithtown H.S. East

Teens and young adults from The Martin C. Barell
School and NSSA’s Adult Services Program enjoyed a
wonderful Holiday party as the invited guests of the
Smithtown H.S. East Leadership Club. The December
7th event was the idea of Terri Manzione, NSSA’s
Coordinator of Outreach and Quality Management. She
and her sister Debbie Bristel, the Lead Teacher for
Special Education at Smithtown H.S. East coordinated
the event with Morgan Woods, the faculty advisor of the
Leadership Club, but the students themselves did a great
deal of the preparation and were exceptional hosts.
The Leadership Club and their friends bought and
prepared party refreshments. They festively decorated
the venue and did their best to see that everyone
participated in the dancing and fun.
Once again Matt Figuccio, an NSSA Adult Program
case manager, donated spectacular DJ services to ensure
that everyone was up and dancing. Matt, you are the best!

Family Fun Night

Each fall NSSA hosts a
Family Fun Night at the
Martin C. Barell School.
Parents and teachers all

Tyler seated center with
brothers Aidan, Liam, & Reilly

bring in a dish for a tasty
potluck. Then everyone
takes a tour of the classrooms, where staff of each
class supplies activities
that they set up for the
students and their siblings.
There are Smart Board
games and lessons, arts
and crafts projects, and
many other stimulating
activities. The informal
atmosphere makes for a
relaxed evening and is an
NSSA favorite. ■

The Holiday Party was the start of a beautful friendship

This was a night to remember, made even sweeter by
an invitation to the NSSA students to attend this year’s
Smithtown High School Junior Prom!
We thank Smithtown H.S. East, its Leadership Club,
Debbie Bristel and Morgan Woods for this heartwarming
and inclusive celebration. ■

A letter from… Carley Schor

June 15, 2012,
Dear Nassau Suffolk Services for Autism School,

Hi. My name is Carley and I am now twelve years
old. On June 15th, 2012 I had a bake sale during my
birthday party. I had different people working at the
sale every ten minutes. There were twenty-eight
people at the party. I am so happy to say that after
selling Autism cookies, cupcakes, bracelets, lemonade,
and car magnets; we raised exactly $200 for
Autism. We would like to donate this money. I’m proud of what we have
accomplished. It was a very big deal for me. It was an amazing thing to do
and it made me feel like I did something that will affect the world around
us. Some girls at my party weren’t even interested at doing this at first, but
I’m sure those girls also feel as happy as I do at this moment. I hope this
helps continue research for a cure and I hope that one day, Autistic kids
shall be able to overcome this terrible disorder. I know you spread
happiness to the Autistic kids at your school, especially Tyler Wittels. He
is very smart and kind. I hope my donation will help your students in a
way that will bring them joy and laughter. Sincerely,

Carley

News from the Development Office…

To supplement the funds raised through NSSA’s special events, the Development Office works to secure funding
from foundations, corporations, businesses, and government offices on an on-going basis. The Development Office
is proud to announce the receipt of the following grants and donations:
December 2012 - Bike To The Beach donated $2,500 to purchase a shed for outdoor
November, 2012 - Schultz Charitable Foundation, Inc. granted $5,000 to NSSA programs
October, 2012 - The Jack Fanning Memorial Foundation granted $7,295 to purchase chairs for The Martin
C. Barell School and Adult Services Program

September, 2012 - Americana Manhasset and Wheatley Plaza through their Champions for Charity
shopping event raised $5,014.59 for NSSA

June, 2012 - New York Community Bank Foundation granted $3,500 for the purchase of assessment tools
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NSSA’s
Sibling Day

Staff Notes, Announcements, & Congratulations!

Anniversaries
Congratulations to:
• For her 10 years of service to NSSA,
we congratulate: Stacey Agosta
• For their 5 years of service, we thank:
Michael Cunningham, Bonnie Eisert,
Christina Fasano, Christine Figuccio,
Matthew Figuccio, Gale Hausman,
Zach Johnston, Barbara Mullaney,
Lisa Partsinevelos, Cortney Pattison, Max Pereira
Congratulations
• Laura Hirten on becoming a Board Certified Behavior Analyst
• Danielle LoIacono for completing her MLS from
Stony Brook University
• Nicolle Ness who was awarded an M.S.
in Special Education from Touro College
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Births
Best wishes to:
• Dara Careri-Blumberg and Jamie Blumberg
on the birth of their daughter Samara Avery
on August 31st

Weddings
Congratulations to:
• Kelly Monaco & Eric Tsai on June 15, 2012
• Andrea DiFolco & John McNeil on June 23, 2012
• Beth Boyd and Bobbie Socci on October 5, 2012
Engagements
We wish the very best to:
• Jennie Battipaglia & Chris Granger on 10/8/12
• Barbara Mullaney & Jon Riggs on 2/20/13
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PAVING THE WAY FOR 30 YEARS!

Buy a brick to Celebrate the 30th Anniversary of Nassau Suffolk Services for Autism. Your brick will adorn the entrance of NSSA’s headquarters and serve as an enduring tribute honoring a loved one, commemoration of a special
event, or simply a show of support of a business or friend. Your purchase will leave a lasting impression and help
support NSSA’s programs serving children, adults, and families touched by autism.
Bricks are available in two sizes: 4” x 8” at a cost of $100 per brick and 8” x 8” at $250 apiece. Personalized
messages can be engraved in characters of upper case, lower case, or a mix of both.
To make your purchase, kindly fill in the form below and mail with your check or credit card information to:

Nassau Suffolk Services for Autism

80 Hauppauge Road, Commack, NY 11725
For Inquiries call 631-462-0386, or email: Connie Grassle at cgrassle@nssa.net.

Samples:

In Celebration/Support
of our daughter
Maggie Jones

In Memory of
John Smith

Name
Street

Work Phone #

I would like to order

(Check one)

Credit Card #

State

Zip

8” x 8” bricks @ $250 each

(Please make checks payable to NSSA)

Charge my credit card $

THE CORNER BAKERY
Est. 2002

Email

4” x 8” tribute bricks @ $100 each or

Enclosed is my check for $

Signature

Company Name

City

Home Phone #

The Wilson Family
Proud to Support
NSSA

Amex

Exp. Date

MasterCard

Visa

Security Code

Fill in exactly as you wish your engraved brick to read.

(Please note: Spaces and Punctuation Marks must be included in the character count.)
Fill in 1 character per space: 17 Characters per line for Upper Case, 20 characters per line for lower case.

For a 4” x 8” Brick

For an 8” x 8” Brick

MISSION STATEMENT: Nassau Suffolk Services for Autism (NSSA) offers hope to people with autism and their families by providing high quality life-long
support through services which enable people with autism to function better in everyday life. NSSA offers the most advanced treatment and training programs
for the benefit of people with autism, and will continue to pioneer, through research, comprehensive treatment models which can be adopted nationally.
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80 Hauppauge Road
Commack, NY 11725

Save These Dates!

Registrations are being accepted now for the next NSSA Parent Training Workshop.
The 8 week series will take place Wednesdays, from April 10th through May 29th.

Saturday, April 13, 2013 NSSA’s 21st Annual Dinner for Our Children takes place at Crest Hollow Country Club, Woodbury

Friday, April 19, 2013 - (6:30-9:30 p.m.) NSSA’s A Special Night for Our Special Kids will herald Spring at Adventureland, Rte.
110, Farmingdale
Saturday, May 11, 2013 Our 7th Annual Jack’s Run for Autism Awareness will take place at N. Hempstead Beach Park, Port
Washington.

Friday, June 7, 2013 Bike to the Beach will host a 100 mile bicycle ride from NYC to Westhampton. Funds raised by cyclists
riding for Team NSSA will benefit the agency.

Saturday, June 15, 2013 - 4:00pm-8:00pm Bar Night returns at a new venue, The Nutty Irishman, 323 Main Street, Farmingdale

Monday, July 15, 2013 NSSA’s 15th Annual Golf Classic will be held at a new venue The Sands Point Golf Club, Middle Neck
Road, Sands Point.
Wednesday, July 24, 2013 - 6:30-8:30pm Huntington Bay Dental is hosting its 4th Annual Fundraiser to benefit NSSA at The
Watermill, Smithtown.

Thursday, August 8, 2013 Our 9th Annual Casino Night will be held at Carlyle at the Palace, 1600 Round Swamp Road, Plainview
Saturday, November 16th The 15th Annual Wine Tasting and Auction will take place at The Hamlet, Commack, 1 Clubhouse
Drive, Commack

For information reguarding any of our Upcoming events, Please call the NSSA’s office at 631-462-0386 for tickest or information

