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Touchdowns 4 Autism
Joe Manzione is busy writing his college
admission essay, answering the question… “Why
am I unique?” He won’t have much trouble
though, as he’s the only student in North Shore
High School’s Class of 2011 who has a sibling
with autism.

Joe’s younger brother, Stuey, was diagnosed with
autism at 2½ years old, and is the inspiration for
Joe’s Senior project, “Touchdowns 4 Autism.”
The North Shore Varsity Football Team, lead by
Joe and his Senior Co-Captain Chris Zbikowski,
will help those affected with autism by raising
funds to support NSSA, where Stuey receives
after school and other services, and Ascent,
where Stuey attends school.
Joe and Chris reached out to family, friends,
and their North Shore neighbors and businesses.
They’ve collected over $425 in pledges for each
Varsity touchdown scored this season, as well as
more than $2500 in straight donations. Last year
the Varsity team scored 20 touchdowns, and in
the very first play of this season, North Shore ran
the opening kickoff 77 yards, scoring their first
touchdown 4 autism!
If you’d like to make a pledge, donate or come
down and cheer the team on, send an email to:

Joseph Manzione and Chris Zbikowski

touchdowns4autism@gmail.com, and Joe or
Chris will reply with the information you need.
All pledgers and donors will be updated throughout the season with the number of touchdowns
scored each week, and may choose to donate to
either NSSA or Ascent.

After graduation, Joe will spend his third
summer working as a counselor at Camp Kehilla,
for children with special needs, and then head to
college where he plans to play football and study
special education! ■

New President of NSSA’s Board of Directors

BOArd OF dIrECTOrS
LARRY CERIELLO, ESq.
President
BRAM WEBER, ESq.
Vice President
ALLEN S. PERL
Treasurer
GERARD WELDON
Secretary
WILLIAM J. AKLEY, P.E.
Director
GAYLE FREMED
Director
JOSEPH KEENAN, ESq.
Director
DAVID STOLLWERK
Director

Nassau Suffolk
Services for Autism
The Martin C. Barell School
80 Hauppauge Road
Commack, NY 11725
Phone: (631) 462-0386
Fax: (631) 462-4201
Email: office@nssa.net
Web: www.nssainfo.org
NICOLE WEIDENBAUM, M.S.Ed., SAS
Executive Director
KATHY MANNION
Associate Executive Director
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After 16 years
of service on the
NSSA Board of Directors, Lawrence
Ceriello was elected to the post
of President. Mr.
Ceriello is a partner
at Nixon Peabody
Lawrence Ceriello
LLP. He previously
held the positions of partner at
Dechert LLP and of special counsel
in the Real Estate Department in the

New York office of Cadwalader,
Wickersham and Taft. With extensive
experience in commercial real
estate law, Mr. Ceriello has handled
numerous complex transactions,
including acquisitions and dispositions, construction and permanent
financing, environmental compliance
and development projects.
Mr. Ceriello received his Bachelor of
Arts, cum laude, from Manhattan
College and his J.D. from
St. John’s University. ■

In our thoughts
& prayers…
It is with tremendous sadness that
NSSA mourns the loss of Nancy
Kostel-Donlon, mother of NSSA
student Alex and his sister Brianna and
wife of Bill, who passed away on
September 17, 2010. She will be sorely
missed by the entire NSSA Family. ■

News from the Development Office…
To supplement the funds raised through NSSA’s special events, the Development Office works to secure funding from foundations, corporations,
businesses, and government offices on an on-going basis. The
Development Office is proud to announce the receipt of the following grants
and donations: ■
August, 2010- The Initial Teaching Alphabet Foundation granted
$20,000 to support one-to-one instruction of reading and writing
June, 2010- Build-A-Bear Workshop Foundation, Inc. granted $2,700 to
purchase EdMark Reading Software
June, 2010- New York Community Bank Foundation granted $5,000 to
support general operating expenses
April, 2010- Newman’s Own Foundation granted $2,500 for the purchase
of Kurzweil 3000 software
MISSION STATEMENT
Nassau Suffolk Services for Autism (NSSA) offers hope to people with autism and their
families by providing high quality life-long support through services which enable people
with autism to function better in everyday life.
NSSA offers the most advanced treatment and training programs for the benefit of people
with autism, and will continue to pioneer, through research, comprehensive treatment
models which can be adopted nationally.
www.nssainfo.org
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Island 16 Cinema Welcomes NSSA
Of the many wonderful
friends NSSA has, we are
extremely appreciative of
those who open doors of
opportunity to our students and clients. Island 16 Cinema
is one such organization. It may be widely renowned as
a cinema de luxe, but at NSSA we treasure most the
chance to learn and grow that it offers those we serve.

going to Island 16 Cinema was to wear the beige shirt,
name tag, visor, and apron that is the theater’s uniform.
Students have learned to greet customers and invite
them to enjoy their movie. They assist the cashiers at
the concession stand by retrieving popcorn, soda, and
candy. They fill the popcorn bags and to-go containers.
Our students stock the ice bins, straws, and napkins,
sweep floors, wipe counters, and clean the theatre when
the movie lets out. Some of our students have worked as
ushers and provided directions to the individual theatres.
Being at Island 16 Cinema has also given our students
the chance to have lunch and socialize with staff. One
student, who ushers, speaks to the customers and shares
the occasional joke. When our students returned after
the summer break, they were warmly welcomed back
by the staff of Island 16, who sincerely missed them.
NSSA thanks everyone at Island 16 Cinema for their
kind and generous hearts. Their efforts on behalf of our
students have provided opportunities to learn, grow, and
work toward independence. We invite local businesses
willing to offer opportunities to our students and clients
to contact Jacquie Frangoulis by phone at 631-462-0386
or by e-mail at jboily@nssa.net. ■

Manager Kathy Sclafani with
Andrew D’Eri (L) and Brian Mannion

Located in Holtsville, the Island 16 Cinema has become
a favorite vocational training site of the six NSSA
students who volunteer there each week. Manager of
the Food Concession, Kathy Sclafani, whose own family
has been touched by autism, has created a very
welcoming environment for the NSSA students. “Not
only is it personal for me,” says Ms. Sclafani, “but it
creates self-worth for the kids.”
NSSA prepares our students before they set foot in any
job site. The students must master the required job skills
here at NSSA to ensure a positive transition. Instructors
teach them each step required for a particular task, while
the students are still in the school setting. Like all goals
taught at the Martin C. Barell School, the process of
developing these skills is highly individualized. Once
goals have been mastered in the school, our students are
taken on short visits to the work site to become
acclimated to their new surroundings. Our students
and clients work quietly and productively and are
accompanied on all community outings by NSSA’s
highly skilled staff at all times.
One of the first goals our students had to learn prior to
Fall 2010
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Concession leads Marybeth Cipriani and Debbie
Rutherford with Kathryn, Andrew, and Alex
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Dinner for Our Children A Huge Success
NSSA’s 18 th Annual “Dinner for Our Children”
shattered all previous fundraising records for the
gala event. Thanks in very large part to the enormous
help and support of Mr. Ken Rice, this year’s honoree
and President East, Acosta Sales and Marketing, the
April 17 th dinner raised over $125,000 for NSSA!
Mr. Rice not only visited NSSA, he worked tirelessly
in promoting the sale of sponsorships and journal
ads, and spoke eloquently at the event. We are so
very grateful for his friendship and support.

the Crest Hollow staff for providing a delicious and
elegant evening. Thanks to Bill Mountzouros for his
fine videography and editing of this year’s video.
Michael Possilico and the staff of Casinos by M&M
once again made for a truly memorable evening of
fun, games, and great music.
We thank all our friends and families for so generously
donating both prizes and their time. Our volunteers
work tirelessly to make each event appear effortless.
For their generous help we thank each and every
volunteer. We are nothing without your help.
On the homepage of our website (http://nssainfo.org)
we have posted a link to a video of the Dinner
Dance taken by MyLItv.com.
NSSA’s 19 th Annual Dinner for Our Children is
scheduled for April 9, 2011. We hope you will mark
you calendars and join us. ■

Honoree Ken Rice and NSSA student Michelle Raguso

The Dinner served as the occasion to mark with
pride the graduation of three students from the Martin
C. Barell School. Ari Almeleh, Alex Longo, and
Brandon Mash were praised by Executive Director
Nicole Weidenbaum for their years of hard work and
achievements, along with their supportive families.
The graduates entered NSSA’s Adult Services Program
this summer with our heartfelt congratulations.
We are very grateful for this year’s sponsors, whose
support contributed so much to our Dinner. It is
with great pleasure that we thank Event Sponsors:
Acosta Sales and Marketing; Cocktail Hour Sponsor:
The Santorelli Family; Journal Sponsors: Mott’s,
Nestle, and Tobay Printing; and Staff Sponsors: Joe
& Donna Longo.
Outstanding donated Live Auction prizes generated
excitement from the guests and raised considerable
funds. For their generous donations NSSA thanks
The Santorelli Family, Barnett Associates of Garden
City, Martha Clara Vineyard, Osprey Dominion,
Waters Crest Winery, Dynasty Limosines, Steve and
Suzanne Kalafer of Flemington Car & Truck Country,
Nick Theriault and Lionsgate.
We are very appreciative of Kim McCormack and
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Amy, Joe, and Donna Longo with Alex

Morris and Lynn Almeleh with Ari

Danny and Josine Mash with Brandon
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Huntington Bay Dental
Hosts Wine Tasting for NSSA
Huntington Bay Dental graciously hosted a Wine Tasting
to benefit Nassau Suffolk Services for Autism this past
spring. Dr. Adamo Notarantonio cares for several NSSA
students and clients. Over the years he has become a great
friend of NSSA. He and his colleagues at the practice
were inspired to hold the event and generously donated
all the wine to ensure its success. Amanda Patton and her
colleagues at Huntington Bay Dental solicited guests,
donations, and the prizes. The March 25th Wine Tasting
raised $8,611 for NSSA!
Guests sampled a variety of wines that were a delicious
counterpoint to Dao Restaurant’s Asian delicacies. Our
compliments to Figaro Liquor of Smithtown for their delicious selections.
We thank the local business community, which was lavish
in its support of the Wine Tasting. For their kindness
NSSA happily recognizes:
34 New Street, A Tisket A Tasket, Abraxas, AMC Loews
Theater - Shore 8, Applebee's-Doherty Enterprises, Inc,
Black and Blue, Bottles and Cases, Buffalo Grill,
Copenhagen Bakery, Country Village Chemists, Cow
Harbor Running and Fitness, Dr. Lloyd Landsman,
Fantastic Kids Toys, Finnegan's, Five Star Car Wash &
Detail Center, Gold Finger Nails, Golf and Body,
Greentique, Guido's Italian Restaurant, Hair Together,
Hipsters, Honu - Kitchen and Cocktails, Jewelry
Collection, John W. Engeman Theater, Little Switzerland
Dolls, Lonny’s, Mac’s Steakhouse, Mangiamo’s Italian
Restaurant, Marie’s Toy Store, Marsh’s, Martellis Florist

Dr. Adamo with Huntington Bay Dental Staff

and Gift Shop, Martha Clara Vinyeards, Miss Freeport,
Munday’s, Nicky’s, Ooh la la, Panera Bread-Doherty
Enterprises, Inc, Piccolo Ristorante, Roots: Integrative
Wellness, Ruvo, Sophi Blu, Starbucks, Stony Brook Wine
& Liquor, Super Runner Shop, The Inlet, The Salon
at 230 West, The Stage - Nassau Arts Center, The
Window Shop, TLC Doggy Day Spa, Tutto Pazzo,
Village Jewelers, and Waters Crest Winery.
Our sincere appreciation goes to all who attended and
volunteered their time. We extend out heartfelt thanks to
the entire staff of Huntington Bay Dental for their
kindness, generosity, and support of NSSA. We could not
be more grateful to you all. ■

NSSA Students and Clients Shine
In Video to Improve Oral Health for People with Autism
NSSA students and clients
are showcased in a video
created by Autism Speaks to
improve oral hygiene for
people with autism. Recognizing that good oral health
can be very challenging for
many children with autism,
Michele Smiles
Autism Speaks, with supfor the video
port from Colgate and
Philips Sonicare, presented a dental guide and video
Dental Tool Kit on its website. Much of the filming took
place at the Martin C. Barell School.
The guide provides information for improving oral
hygiene at home, as well as for both dental professionals
Page 6
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and families to make
a visit to the dentist's
office less stressful and
more productive. Tips
are offered for flossing,
brushing, and preparing
for a dental visit.
To ensure better oral
Christina Fasano
health for someone you
teaches David to brush
love with autism, visit:
(www.autismspeaks.org/community/family_services/
dental.php).
We think you will agree that our students and clients
were more than ready for their close-ups. ■
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Jack’s Run Has Legs

On May 22nd NSSA hosted its 4th Annual Jack’s Run at
North Hempstead Beach Park, Port Washington. The 5K
Run/Walk drew 376 registrants and raised over $47,000
for NSSA. Special thanks to Michael and Ondine
Miranda for their dedication, tireless service, and
generosity to NSSA and Jack’s Run.
We congratulate Men’s Overall Winner Kieran Gibbons,
age 45, of Northport, who finished in 17:36.2 at a pace
of 5:40. Congratulations to Women’s Overall Winner
Shari Sklarfeld, 29, of Plainview who finished in
20:22.7 at a pace of 6:34.

Kieran Gibbons,
Mens’ Overall Winner

Shari Sklarfeld,

Womens’ Overall Winner

For their generosity and support we thank our Sponsors:
Event: Miranda Sambursky Slone Sklarin Verveniotis,
LLP;
Gold: The Ricciardi Family and The Emby, Geller, &
Goldsmith Families
Silver: Bulldog Ventures, The Slone Family Foundation, and The Verveniotis Family
Bronze: Tara Slone-Goldstein & Wayne Goldstein and
Pat & Mary Beth Miranda
Partner Sponsors: Leonard Isaacson, Abbe & Scott
Spector, Marisa Tully, US Liability Insurance Group;
and George & Patti Vandia
Fall 2010
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Friend Sponsors: Margie Barres, Crafa & Sofield,
Crest Hollow Country Club, Maureen Fanning; Jack
Gayson Plumbing & Heating Co., Inc., William Kreitsek,
Sr., Lauren Leighton, Gary Metzger, On Time
Reporting, People Care Inc. Home Health Services,
Ridgewood Savings Bank, RMI Consulting, Salerno
Brokerage Corp., and Lizabeth Squicciarini
NSSA salutes Team Jericho for their dedication and effort
on behalf of NSSA and Jack’s Run. Team Jericho was
comprised of student and staff groups, that included The
9th Grade Student Council, 11th Grade Student Council,
Project Care Club, and a Staff Jean’s Day benefit.
Collectively the Team raised $4,094!
The Jack’s Run post-race buffet is noteworthy for
its delectable array of breakfast treats. This year our
breakfast was made possible through the generous
donations of Bagel Boss, Bagel Chalet, East Coast
Imports, Entenmann’s, Holiday Farms, Horn of Plenty,
Kozy Shack Enterprises, Kuck’s Deli, Salem Drugs,
Waterboy, and Western Beef.
We thank Dwight Blomberg & Craig Chiger of
Start2Finish, who organized the race. Our sincere
appreciation goes to Warren Schein, Paul Blake, Pat
Catapano, Joe Iannotti, and the entire staff of North
Hempstead Parks Department for their help. We are
appreciative of Fire Chief Thomas McDonough and the
Port Washington Fire Dept. for donating an ambulance
for the duration of Jack’s Run.
Jack’s Run relies heavily on the support of our
volunteers, whose efforts make the impossible possible.
Our families and staff continue to be a source of
inspiration. This year students from Manhasset and Port
Washington high schools also volunteered their time and
assistance to Jack’s Run. We thank all our volunteers for
their support and kindness. We simply could not do it
without you.
We will post the date for next year’s run on our website
and in our next newsletter. We hope you join us again
for next year’s Jack’s Run. ■

www.nssainfo.org
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Adult and Vocational Service
Programs Launch New Initiatives
require preparation: cleaning, bagging, labeling,
weighing and logging. They sort paper, plastics, glass,
and metal, and separate items for return deposit. The
program provides numerous opportunities for team
members to develop social skills through interaction
with Suffolk Y-JCC employees and members. At this
writing, The NSSA Green Team has recycled over 480
pounds of materials that have been kept from land fills.

The NSSA Green Team

Two new programs initiated by NSSA’s Adult and
Vocational Service Programs are drawing both attention
and praise. The NSSA Green Team and “Help Us… Help
Others” Programs are benefiting both their participants
and the community.
Launched in January with a grant from Autism Speaks,
The NSSA Green Team is teaching environmental
sustainability to Martin C. Barell School students
learning vocational skills and to clients in NSSA’s Adult
Services Program. The NSSA Green Team initiative is
teaching participants purposeful activities that promote
social, communication, and cognitive development. At
both NSSA and the Suffolk Y-JCC, team members,
sporting green team t-shirts, recycle materials that

“Help Us… Help Others” is another volunteer initiative
that teaches skills to its participants and benefits the
larger community. In this program, NSSA accepts
donated clothing from NSSA staff and families and then
program participants are taught to collect, match, fold,
identify, and sort it, and work cooperatively as a
team. The clothing is then
delivered to organizations
serving those in need.
The Green Team and
“Help Us… Help Others”
will be on-going programs. We welcome your
donations of recyclables
and gently used clothing. If
you would like more information, please contact
Jason Watson by phone at
631-462-0386 or e-mail at
Sean Fanning recycles cans
jwatson@nssa.net. ■

Computer Lab Opens at NSSA
NSSA celebrated the completion of its new computer
lab. Made possible with a grant in the amount of $10,000
from long time supporter, The Ronald McDonald
House Charities (RMHC) of the New York Tri-State
Area, Inc, the computer lab will serve both students and
staff at the Martin C. Barell School.
The computer lab will meet very specific and significant
needs at NSSA. As standardized curriculum is often
inadequate to meet the learning needs of students
with autism, NSSA staff will use the computer lab to
customize curriculum and thereby optimize student skill
acquisition. The Martin C. Barell School students will
use software on the lab’s computers to develop skills in
reading, writing, and communication, as well as to
reinforce skills acquired in the classroom using this
alternate medium. The lab’s IMac computers will be
Page 8
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used by some students to learn and
develop vocational
skills involving
computer graphics. Other students
will gain access to
the computer lab
as a reward for
good work. All
students will lead
Katie Reres instructs
more engaged and
Tyler (l) and William
enriched lives by
developing leisure skills in the computer lab.
NSSA thanks RMHC for their longstanding and generous
support that made this computer lab possible. ■
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NSSA Golf Classic
The 12th Annual Golf Classic at the Plandome Country
Club was a wonderful success for NSSA. The July 19th
event drew 117 golfers and raised over $44,000. Many
thanks to Joe Longo for his stewardship of this event
and for his exceptional and longstanding generosity.

Live Auction Prize
donors Bill Haugland,
Plandome
Country
Club, and Mill Pond
Golf Course. Many
thanks to Brenda
Siemer & Sharp Electronics Corporation for
their donation of a 26”
LCD HDTV.
We gratefully a knowNSSA Dad and
ledge our Tee SponPutting Champ Kee Lee
sors: Barrasso and
Sons, Inc.; Bayside Building Materials, Brown &
Brown of NY, Inc.; East Islip Lumber Co., Inc.; Essroc
Cement Corp.; Frank Bros. Fuel Corp.; Furey, Furey,
Leverage, Manzione, Williams & Darlington, P.C.; Gold
Coast Bank; Island Stone Crafters; Koehler Masonry;

For their masterful play we congratulate the First Place
Foursome of Greg Noone, Rob Giammanco, Steve
Bowden, and Tom Richards. The Putting Contest, that
was introduced last year, once again drew much interest
and many participants. Congratulations to the Putting
Contest Winner and NSSA dad, Kee Lee, who parlayed
his winnings into several great raffle prizes.

Lehigh Cement; Luxottica Group; Margolin, Winer &
Evens, LLP; Michael J. Berger & Co., LLP; National
Grid; Syosset Fire Dept. Emergency Co. 4; Syosset Fire
Dept. Hook & Ladder Co. #1; Syosset Fire Dept.
Syosset Fire Co. 1; The Dime Savings Bank of
Williamsburgh; and The Euclid Chemical Company.
We will post the date for the 13th Annual NSSA Golf
Classic in our spring newsletter and on our website:
www.nssainfo.org. Hope you will join us next year. ■
The Winning Foursome

We thank our sponsors for their support and are
delighted to acknowledge Breakfast Sponsors: Gibbons
Pools & Robbins & Cowan; Green Sponsor: United
Asset Strategies, Inc.; Dinner Sponsors: The Jack
Fanning Memorial Foundation & Barrasso and Sons;
Front 9 and Back 9 Sponsors: Pat & Mary Beth
Miranda; and Raffle Sponsors: Joe & Donna Longo.
Hole-In-One prizes at four par-three holes were
sponsored by Barrasso and Sons. Here’s hoping we have
a winner next year! Our sincere appreciation goes to
Fall 2010
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The Wacky
Weed Whacking
The NSSA staff took
us to the Vanderbilt
Museum, home of the
planetarium. But we
were NOT there to see
the glorious sights inside.
No, there was far too
much work for us to do
to give us any time for
that. Instead, we were
assigned to maintain the
appearance around the
museum grounds… Over
the course of five or six Tuesda
weeds that were growing outsid
continued to get through it and
for everyone to enjoy. Max M.

Our Volunteer Job at the
Community Thrift Store

The Community Thrift Shop was bu
1964. It is located at 274 New York
in Huntington. The Shop has given o
million dollars to the Town of Hun
therefore the town gave the Commu
Thrift Shop a proclamation for over
forty years of excellence and servic
the community. They provide the ani
shelters with stuffed toys, blanket
towels. They give emergency goods a
clothing to families in need, Hunting
and the Veteran’s Hospital. The Thrif
service program run by the American

We volunteer two days a week to he
We sort and hang clothes mostly in
in the children’s section.

Lee, our boss, is very nice and helpf
shows us what she would like us
gets their item from donors. I’m gla
affordable to help people in need. A
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settings and to enjoy the best of Long Island. Here, in their own words, are a few excerpts from their Summer Newsletter.
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The Whaling Museum
On the morning of July
12, I
went to my volunteer job
at the
Whaling Museum in Cold
Spring
Harbor. My friends and I
volunteered for this job
. Gina
and Nomi were our bosses
who
instructed us on what we
had
to do. We cleaned up toy
s and
cut out projects for kid
s. We
also served them drinks
and
snacks. Some of the thin
gs that
we were asked to do wer
e cut
out paper whales and sha
rks,
paint white boats, clean
shelves
in the gift shop, and cut
and
paint milk cartons to be
used as
boats. Matthew K.

A Fun Day Out – Bowling and
Ralph's
On Friday July 16, we went
bowling,
ate at Ralph's and had pizza
at the
bowling alley. I am a good bow
ler
and was able to knock dow
n a lot
of pins. I think bowling was
the
best part of my day because
I had
fun bowling with all my frie
nds and
teacher.
After the bowling alley, we
went
to Ralph's for dessert. I ord
ered a Hawaiian Blue ice. It
was very good,
but it made my tongue turn
blue.
I think other kids would have
a good time going on this trip
because
bowling is fun and the pizza
was very good. There were a
lot of things
to do during the bowling trip
. Sean Y.

elp the Community Thrift Shop.
n the men’s section and sometimes

ful. When we arrive she explains and
to do. The Community Thrift Shop
ad that they’re making items more
Austin S.
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Congratulations Graduates
On June 18th, in a ceremony celebrating hard work and accomplishment,
six students from NSSA programs were graduated. Ari Almeleh, Alex
Longo, and Brandon Mash completed their studies at the Martin C.
Barell School and moved to NSSA’s Adult Services Program.
Matthew Metz, Ari Lucks, and Austin Saleh, all participants in NSSA’s
Consultation Services Program, have reached milestones of their own.
Matthew now attends Harry B. Thompson Middle School. Ari entered
Syosset High School this September. Austin was awarded a Regents
Diploma from Jericho HS and will complete his studies at the Martin
C. Barell School.
Congratulations graduates! Only the best in the years to come. ■

From Left: Ari Almeleh, Brandon Mash,
Matthew Metz, Austin Saleh,
Ari Lucks, and Alex Longo

Casino Night is a Winner
On the balmy evening of August 5th, NSSA held its 6th
Annual Casino Night. The popular event drew a happy
crowd that enjoyed both the outdoor grill of summer
favorites, as well as an assortment of casino games. Held
annually at the beautiful Swan Club in Glenwood
Landing, this year’s Casino Night raised over $34,000
for NSSA.

Club staff for
their wonderful
work. We thank
Casinos
by
M&M for bringing the fun to
our event.
We are especially appreciative of the
Haiduk Family
for donating the
Live Auction
Prize of a week
in St. Martin.
Thanks to all
our friends who
Donna D’Eri wins the Live Auction
donated prizes.
We are extremely grateful for the efforts of our
volunteers, who give so much of themselves to
ensure the success of Casino Night. ■

NSSA moms Anna Slowik and Donna Longo

NSSA is very appreciative of our Sponsors, whose
support means so much to the success of Casino Night.
For their generosity we thank:
Blackjack Sponsor: The Fremed Family; Roulette
Sponsors: Friends of Jerry Weldon, National Grid,
and The Tullo Family; and Money Wheel Sponsors:
Mr. & Mrs. Barshay, The Hein Family, and The Haiduk
& Liggio Families.
Many thanks go out to Michael Djani and the Swan
Page 12
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Summer Camp
Supervising Clinical Coordinator, Stacey Agosta
organized NSSA’s 4th Annual Summer Camp at the close
of the Martin C. Barell School’s spring semester.
Thirty-six campers were selected through a lottery of
children with autism enrolled in or on waiting lists for
various NSSA programs. Camp personnel were drawn
largely from NSSA’s highly skilled teaching staff and
also included several camp counselors who have been
with the camp since its inception.
The week was filled with fun summer activities that
gave the campers social opportunities and kept them
happily engaged throughout each day. Campers went
swimming, played on the playground, created beautiful
arts and craft projects, and enjoyed a sensory room that
Volunteer Max
was specially set up for them.
with Adia
Campers created beautiful arts and crafts projects that
included tie-dying shirts, assembling wooden projects,
and painting. They also crafted one of a kind art works
by dipping marbles in paint then rolling them on paper.
Numerous fieldtrips kept the campers engaged in the
community. Over the course of the week campers had a
great time venturing out to New York Party Zone, bowling,
Chuck E. Cheese, and the Holtsville Ecology Center.
As it has been each previous year, the NSSA Summer
Camp was a wonderfully entertaining week for the
campers and a relaxing break for their parents. Among
the glowing and anonymous comments left on parent
evaluation forms were these:

Jason

Rohit

“My son loved the camp and when
he’s happy, we are all happy,”
“I dropped (my daughter) off with a big smile
and picked her up with an even bigger smile,”

Anna

“Thank you for supporting our
family by running this camp!”
“Summer Camp gave us the opportunity to
spend summer time with (our son’s) typical siblings
and occupied (him) in the best way possible,”
“If (our son) could give you a review,
it would be FIVE STARS.”

Francis

As with all of NSSA’s programs, we will do our best to
make next year’s Summer Camp just as much fun. ■
Fall 2010
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Cheers for Bar Night!
Thank you to all the NSSA friends, old and new,
who made this year's annual Bar Night a great
success! The fundraiser was held on June 12 th at
Mulcahy’s Tavern in Wantagh and raised over
$12,000. Everyone enjoyed music by NSSA’s own
DJ Matt Figuccio, as well as the delicious food
and drinks. Thank you to all who came out to
enjoy the fun.

Six Flags Great Adventure, Paddy McGees Fish
House, Island 16 Movie Theatre, Ben’s Kosher
Deli, Ruth Chris Steak House, Pindar Winery,
Cinnabon Bakery, RS Jones Restaurant, AMF
Commack Bowling, Boomers Family Fun Center,
B-Art Cleaners, TLC Doggy Day Spa, Kids
Kingdom, Abraxas Salon, Atlantis Marine World,
Govenors/Brokerage Comedy Club, Karts Indoor
Raceway, Baci Restaurant, Denny’s Children’s
Store, South of the Border Restaurant, Panera
Bread, Olio’s Restaurant, Stop-n-Shop, New Jersey
Nets, Madison’s Smoothie Café, New York
Islanders, New York Jets, New York Giants, Hand
& Stone Massage and Facial Spa, CVS, Who Does
Your Hair Salon, Marie’s Petals, Nautical Mile
Cruises, Brands Cycle & Fitness, New York Red
Bulls, Bayou Restaurant.
We look forward to seeing you all at next year’s
Bar Night! ■

Bar Night was a blast!

The Bar Night was the brainchild of NSSA Senior
Staff members Stacey Agosta, Beth Boyd, Jacquie
Frangoulis, and Deb Kennedy. Together they have
devoted more than 37 years of combined service to
NSSA. In addition to organizing the event, they also
served as gracious hosts. We are very grateful
to them for the tremendous effort they put into
this event.
In addition, we are very thankful for the many
donated prizes. For their generosity we thank:
Walt Disney World, Crumb Bake Shop, Martha
Clara Vineyards, NY Liberty, Grillfire Restaurant,

From Left: Stacey Agosta, Beth Boyd,
Deb Kennedy, and Jacquie Frangoulis

In an all too fleeting world, mark your thoughts with permanence:

BUY A BrICK, LEAvE A LASTING IMPrESSION
Commemorative Bricks for NSSA’s

Walk of Fame

are available in two sizes:
4” x 8” @ $100 each & 8” x 8” @ $250 each
For further information call NSSA at 631-462-0386
Page 14
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NSSA’s Shelley Ourian Participates in Congressional Briefing on Autism
On July 15th, 2010, Advancing Futures for Adults with
Autism (AFAA), a national consortium of leading
autism advocacy organizations and service providers
seeking to create meaningful futures for adults with
autism, hosted a Congressional briefing in Washington,
DC. Together federal legislators, national policymakers,

Shelley Ourian with Lisa Goring of Autism Speaks

and advocates for adults with autism – including
individuals who have autism – met to discuss priorities
for action in the public and private sectors in order to
address the increasing and unmet demand for effective
services for adolescents and adults with autism.
Shelley Ourian, a former student in NSSA’s Consultation
Services Program and now a part time Teaching Assistant
at NSSA, participated in the briefing as a member of a
Stakeholder Panel. The panel featured a diverse range
of adults on the autism spectrum, as well as family
members. Shelley helped to shed light on the strengths,
complexities, challenges and humanity of individuals
like her, who are living with autism.
The honorary co-chairs of the Congressional briefing
were Senator Robert Menendez (NJ) and Congressman
Mike Doyle (PA). AFAA leadership presented a policy
agenda that was developed during an earlier Think Tank
and National Town Hall Meeting. A series of panel
discussions focused on housing, employment, community
life and cross-cutting themes, explored the challenges,
market demands and potential solutions addressed
through public, private, and nonprofit collaborations.
NSSA is very proud of Shelley, who graciously and
articulately represented her perspective as well as the
needs of both her peers and colleagues. Her remarks at
the Congressional Briefing will go a long way in
increasing awareness of the needs and the potential of
adults on the autism spectrum. ■

NSSA Students Inducted Into National Art Honor Society
Last Fall the Art Club of Jericho High School held a
fundraiser to benefit people in need in local communities.
When the Club asked NSSA students Andrew D’Eri and
Brian Mannion to help them with the project, they
responded willingly. Andrew and Brian painted pumpkins
with the faces of familiar children’s characters such as
Elmo, Cookie Monster, and Rosita. The pumpkins were
gorgeous and they flew off the shelves just as fast as
they could produce them. The pumpkins were so popular
that they were able to be sold at a premium and their
sales allowed the Art Club to purchase hats, gloves,
scarves and mittens for the homeless.
For their heartfelt efforts, hard work, and creativity,
Andrew and Brian were inducted into the National Art
Honor Society by Art Club director Louise Milman
during a ceremony that took place at Jericho High
School. Andrew and Brian were presented with
certificates and gifts and their accomplishments were
cheered by all in attendance.
Congratulations Andrew & Brian! ■
Fall 2010
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Holiday Shopping for NSSA
For a great way to get your holiday shopping done and
help NSSA at the same time, please consider participating
in the “Champions for Charity”
shopping event hosted by Americana Manhasset and Wheatley Plaza
Shopping Centers. NSSA will receive 25% of all designated,
pre-tax sales made by registered
shoppers. Over 70 stores will participate in the 3 day event taking place
from Thursday, December 2nd through Saturday
December 4th. Among the participating stores are Gap,
Gap Kids, Banana Republic, Brooks Bros., Cippolini
Pronto Caffe and Trattoria & Bar, Juicy Couture, Tiffany
& Co., Funky Monkey Toys & Books, and Giggle.
It is easy to register and participate. Beginning October
1st just visit www.championsforcharity.org, then identify NSSA as the charity you wish to sponsor. Registration can also be arranged by phone at 800-818-6767 or
in person at the Concierge Store located between Gap
and Theory on the south side of Americana Manhasset.
Be sure to designate NSSA as your charity of choice.
Cards will be received by November 24th. Shoppers
may also register and receive a Champion Card anytime

during the event at the Concierge Store. Be sure to tell
your friends. Then go out and shop!
The Champion Card is not a charge or
payment card of any kind. Any form of
payment must be used with it. Your
purchases are not automatically
eligible. Your Champion Card must be
presented at the time of each purchase
in order to have 25% of your purchase
allocated to NSSA.
If you are interested in purchasing Business Gifts,
arrangements can be made through the Concierge Office, which will offer gift ideas and incentives as well
as taking care of details including custom designs,
volume orders, gift wrapping and delivery. You are urged
to make arrangements early to avoid disappointment.
Americana GiftCards purchased during Champions for
Charity are eligible for a 10% donation.
We hope you will join us for Champions for Charity.
Please be sure to share this information with your family
and friends. If you would like any further information,
please contact Connie Grassle at 631-462-0386 or
cgrassle@nssa.net. ■

Summer Interns at NSSA

Welcome Students

This summer eight students from the queens College
Graduate School of Special Education spent their
internship at the Martin C. Barell School. Two interns
were assigned to each of the Barell School’s four classrooms, where they received training from the classroom
instructors and the opportunity to teach our students. For
many of the graduate students this experience was their
first interaction with students with autism.
The Summer Internship Program is part of NSSA’s
efforts to develop the pool of educators skilled in autism
instruction. ■

The Martin C. Barell School warmly welcomed three
new students to its student body. Madison, Tyler, and
Ryan were enrolled at the start of this year’s summer
session. We wish them every success as they embark on
this new journey. ■

Tyler

Madison

Ryan

Holiday Appeal
Seated from left: Tanjila Rahman, Damien Mauceri,
Joe Herrmann. Standing: Kristen Duarte, Casey Bauer,
Jennifer Muraca, Katie Hellberg. Not pictured- Shireen Ali
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Bake Sale gets a Boost from Syosset FD
Sweet temptation proved impossible to resist at the The Bake Sale coincided with the Syosset FD’s Annual
Bake Sale held on Sunday, October 3rd at the Syosset Fire Prevention Day, which is very popular in the
Fire Department. The Bake Sale raised over $1,500 for community. In the festive environment the volunteer
NSSA through the sale of mouthwatering cookies,
cupcakes, sweet breads and chocolate dipped pretzels
and strawberries. We thank Meredith Pieper and the
many gifted cooks she coordinated for their delicious
and generous donations.

Meredith and Rita arrange the
delicious Bake Sale offerings

NSSA mom Meredith Pieper (L) with Rita Graziosi,
Adriana Muntean and Christa Schneiderman

firemen and emergency personnel taught both children
and adults how to improve safety in the home. Special
thanks to Chief of Department John Capobianco, as
well as Ex-Chief and current Fire Safety Officer, Ken
Johnson of the Syosset FD for giving the Bake Sale
their blessing. ■

Fashion Night Out
Fashion Night Out was a stylish evening hosted by
NSSA moms Lisa Walford and Cindy Wittels to benefit
NSSA. Over 70 guests enjoyed cocktails and hors
d’oeuvres and then shopped til they dropped at the
October 6th event held at Lisa’s Lloyd Harbor home.
Vendors included Two Friends, Romi Belle, Stella and
Dot, and A Brief Affair. Shoppers selected from an
elegant assortment of sweaters and wraps, jewelry,
lingerie, shoes and bags, monogrammed shirts and
other clothing. Fashion Night Out raised over $1,500
for NSSA.
We thank Lisa and Cindy for graciously hosting Fashion
Night Out, as well as all the shoppers who made this
event so successful for NSSA. ■
Fall 2010
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Staff Notes, Announcements, & Congratulations!
Anniversaries:
Engagements:
Congratulations to
Our very best wishes to
• Shannon Aguece and Matt Mangione
• Jena Kaden, Jason Watson, Deb Kennedy,
and Jacquie Frangoulis for their 10 years
• Cara Pascale and Max Pereira
of service to NSSA
• Christine Dahl and Matt Figuccio
• Nicole Ness for her 5 years of service to NSSA
Congratulations:
• Terri Manzione, NSSA’s Coordinator of Outreach and quality Management was elected to The Board of
Directors of Long Island Family Support Services Advisory Council (LIFSSAC)

NSSA Wish List!
NSSA is in need of the following new or
used items. If you can donate, Please call
us at 631.462.0386.

Some memebers of Team NSSA at the Jones Beach
“Walk Now for Autism Speaks”

3 New desk top
computers
1 Copy machine
1 Snowblower
2 Cleaning carts
2 Microwaves
2 Vacuums

1 Dustbuster
1 Large capacity
Paper shredder
1 Small refrigerator
1 Digital camera
1 Video Digital
camera

Adventureland Draws a Big Crowd
Introduced in 2002, NSSA’s twice yearly community
outreach event, A Special Night for Our Special
Kids, at Adventureland continues to grow in
popularity. With excellent weather adding to the
attraction, the April 23rd event drew a happy crowd
of 859 attendees.
On these special evenings, admission to the park is
restricted to people with autism and their family and
friends. The reduced capacity ensures that waiting
time for rides is very brief. Families touched by
autism come to enjoy the amusement park in the easy
company of others who understand the disorder and
its complex social and behavioral issues.
As always, we thank Adventureland Manager Steve
Gentile and his staff, who are the very definition of
Everyone loves the Carousel
kindness. According to Mr. Gentile, “NSSA Night is
a night that not only myself but everyone here at the be fortunate enough to host such a great event!!!”
park marks on our calendars. It a great night… to see
these children and their families enjoying themselves Please be sure to mark you calendars for our next
and seeing smiles on each and every person in atten- Spring event, scheduled for Friday, April 15th, from
dance. How lucky are we here at Adventureland to 6:00-9:00pm. (Raindate 4/21/11, 7:30-10:30pm.) ■
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Simple Ways You Can Help NSSA
There Are Many Ways To Show Your Support For The High Quality Education,
Outreach, And Support Services NSSA Provides. Here Are A Few To Consider:
office. There is no extra cost to you and NSSA
• NSSA is interested in building relationships with
people, foundations, and corporations. If you have a
receives 5% of the amount of the gift certificates you
connection with a person or organization that might
purchase. Gift certificates can be used as cash
be interested in supporting NSSA’s mission, please
when you shop. Call Carol at 631-462-0386 for more
contact Connie Grassle at 631-462-0386 ext. 18.
information.
• Donate your inactive cell phones. As a non-profit, • 1-800-Flowers will give a 10% discount to friends of
NSSA is able to redeem in these phones. You can help
NSSA who give the promotional code “NSSA” when
by either donating cell phones or finding store fronts
placing their order by phone or online. NSSA will
or other businesses that will permit NSSA to place
receive 4% of your purchase as a donation. This
collection boxes for inactive cell phones.
opportunity is available to all friends and families of
NSSA. Please consider using this program for your
• Donate your empty computer printer ink cartridges.
personal and business gift-giving needs.
NSSA is able to redeem them for cash (although we
can not accept laser cartridges at this time.) Please • General Mills “Box Tops for Education” can be
think of NSSA before you toss the empty cartridges at
redeemed for 10 cents apiece by NSSA. These box top
your home or office.
coupons are on many of the products you use every
day. Just clip them and mail them to NSSA, 80
• If your employer has a Gift Matching Program, please
Hauppauge Road, Commack, NY 11725
consider NSSA as a recipient. Gift matching can
effectively double the size of the contribution you • If you wish to commemorate an occasion or a loved
make to us.
one through a donation to NSSA, our office will send
a memorial, tribute, or donation acknowledgement.
• Gift Certificates from Pathmark, Stop & Shop, and
Call Gina at 631-462-0386. ■
Waldbaum are available for purchase from the NSSA

The Stop &Shop A+ Bucks Program:
Another way to help The Martin C. Barell School
We invite you to support The Martin C. Barell School by participating in Stop & Shop’s
A+ Bucks Program. The program runs from October 8th, 2010 through March 25th, 2011.
All you have to do is Log on to: www.stopandshop.com/aplus to register your Stop&Shop
card online or Dial 1-877-275-2758 to register your Stop&Shop card over the phone.
After you register your Stop&Shop card, scroll to schools in Commack, New York to
designate The Martin C. Barell School. After that each shopping trip at Stop&Shop using
your Stop&Shop Card will earn CASH for our school! Each month, the amount of CASH
awarded will be updated on the Stop&Shop website. You can track the amount of points
you earn for our school by checking your grocery receipt and online when you create an
account at stopandshop.com. At the end of the program the Martin C. Barell School will
receive a check, which can be used for any of our school’s educational needs. To sweeten
the deal even further, Stop&Shop gift cards are available through the NSSA office. While
you purchase the gift cards at face value, an additional 5% will go to our organization. ■
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Save These Dates!
November 6, 2010 – NSSA’s 12 Annual Wine Tasting & Auction will take place at Cherry Valley Club,
Garden City. For information call NSSA at 631-462-0386
dec. 2-4, 2010 – Americana Manhasset and Wheatley Plaza Champions for Charity Holiday Shopping
Event to benefit NSSA and other local charities. See page 16 for details
december 3, 11am-3 pm – Please join us at Salvatore Ferragamo at The Americana- Manhasset, when
NSSA will host a Champagne and Appetizer Gathering, free of charge, to celebrate the Champions for
Charity Holiday Shopping Event.
April 9, 2011 – The 19th Annual dinner for Our Children will be held at Crest Hollow Country Club,
Woodbury. For more information call NSSA at 631-462-0386
April 15, 2011 – From 6:00- 9:00pm NSSA will host “A Special Night for Our Special Kids” at
Adventureland, Rte 110, Farmingdale. (Raindate 4/21/11, 7:30-10:30pm)

For information regarding any of our upcoming events please call 631- 462-0386

