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Spin for Autism

Murals Decorate the Walls of NSSA

Our dreams for our children change

with the diagnosis of autism;

but at NSSA, new dreams are born.

NSSA is looking for opportunities for our students
and adult clients to volunteer or work at local companies
or businesses. Our students work quietly, efficiently,
and productively and are never left unsupervised by
our highly skilled staff members. We also welcome the
opportunity for our students to do work, such as mailings
or assembly tasks, that can be completed at NSSA.

Please direct leads to Jason Watson, Coordinator of
Vocational Services, at 631-462-0386 ext 14.  �

Job Opportunities Wanted

Two separate projects were undertaken that have added
color and artistry to NSSA’s décor. Brian Mannion, a student
in NSSA’s Consultation Services Program, and Michele
Beccari, an aide in the Adult Services Program, are the
artists behind the projects. 

Brian, who has been interested in art for many years,
has developed a distinctive and original style, which is
surprisingly compelling for so young an artist.  Brian
painstakingly transcribed the sports themed mural he
painted for the All Purpose Room from his original paper
draft. He spent many weeks using acrylic paints to bring
his mural to life.

Adorning the Student Cafeteria, Michele’s mural is an
artist’s celebration of life at the Martin C. Barell School.
Students are pictured at a cafeteria table. One student
is carrying an assistive communication device and a
reinforcement board. An autism awareness ribbon is drawn
as a picture within the picture. 

Many thanks to Brian and Michele for their beautiful
contributions to NSSA! �

Holiday Appeal Answered by NSSA Friends

Last year’s Holiday Appeal was answered
by NSSA’s friends with donations of

$34,928. Our sincere appreciation for all
who so generously gave.

Michele Beccari at her cafeteria mural

Many thanks to East Islip Health and Fitness Center
for generously hosting Spin for Autism, a fitness
competition that benefited NSSA. Contestants at the
June 7th event competed on stationary bicycles and
together raised a whopping $2,268! Pictured are Patty
Cooley, General Manager of East Islip Health &
Fitness, and Alex Longo, a student at NSSA’s Martin
C. Barell School and grandson of Anthony Barrasso,
one of the gym’s owners.  �

Brian Mannion shows off his mural

Patty Cooley & Alex Longo
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• July 2008, Ronald McDonald House Charities
of the NY Tri-State Area granted $10,000 for the
purchase of Exercise and Recreation Equipment

• July 2008, The Initial Teaching Alphabet
Foundation granted $25,000 to support one-to-one
instruction of reading and writing

• July 2008, NSSA was awarded a legislative grant of
$3,750 for general operatating support. 

• July 2008, Fortunoff donated $291.60 from its
Spring 2008 Charity Event

• July 2008 U.S. Customs and Border Protection
donated 19 computers, monitors, mice, & keyboards
to NSSA’s Assistive Technology Computer Lab

• June 2008, East Islip Health & Fitness Center
donated $2,268, proceeds of its Fitness Competition
Spin for Autism, to NSSA

• June 2008, Futures and Options for Kids
granted $2,500 toward the purchase of physical
fitness and leisure equipment

• May 2008, Roslyn Savings Foundation
granted $7,500 for the purchase and installation
of SMARTboards for the Martin C. Barell School

• February 2008, Best Buy awarded the
Martin C. Barell School a 2008 Teach Award in
the amount of $2,000 for the purchase of digital
cameras and camcorders

• January 2008, The Cherry Valley Club donated
over 120 chairs to NSSA’s Conference Center

• December 2007, Suffolk County Legislator
Steven Stern awarded a $7,000 grant to NSSA’s
Gym/Swim Program at the Suffolk Y-JCC

• December 2007, Citigroup Foundation granted
$3,500 for the purchase of a laptop computer and a
flatbed color scanner

• December 2007, The New York Mercantile
Exchange granted $2,500 toward the construction
of NSSA’s conference center

• November 2007, BJ’s Charitable Foundation
granted $4,900 to purchase audio-visual equipment 

• November 2007, The Hackett Foundation, Inc.
granted $19,047 for the purchase of audio-visual
equipment and furniture for NSSA’s
Conference Center  

• August 2007, The Initial Teaching Alphabet
Foundation granted $25,000 to support one-to-one
instruction of reading and writing

• August 2007, Delta Funding Corporation,
Woodbury donated $5,000 to NSSA by matching
proceeds generated from the sale of raffles at its
Annual Delta Golf Outing

• August 2007, Eschbacher VHB Engineering,
Surveying, and Landscape Architecture, P.C.
donated $3,000 to NSSA 

• August 2007, The Munsey Park Women’s Club
donated $250 to NSSA

• June 2007, The Joseph Leroy and Ann C. Warner
Fund granted $40,000 for NSSA’s Conference Center

• June 13, 2007, Fortunoff donated $481.33 from its
Spring 2007 Charity Shopping Event

• May 21, 2007, The Roslyn Savings Foundation
granted $5,000 in support of NSSA’s Assistive
Technology Program

• April 2007, Senator John Flanagan awarded
$20,000 to NSSA’s Respite Program

• April 2007, Senator Kemp Hannon donated
$5,000 in support of NSSA’s programs

• April 27, 2007, Bloomingdale’s donated $5,000
to NSSA from its Fashionable Fundraiser 

We thank all our donors for their
generous support of NSSA.

News from the Development Office…
To supplement funds raised through NSSA’s special events, the Development Office works to secure

funding from foundations, corporations, businesses, and government offices on an on-going basis.
The Development Office is proud to announce the receipt of the following grants and donations:

Student David Mizrahi and Teacher Elizabeth Massell

at the SMARTboard, made possible through a

grant from the Roslyn Savings Foundation
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Staff Notes, Announcements, & Congratulations!
Weddings

Our best wishes to:
Gina Doria & Jim Pisaeno Married 8/18/07
Renee Ramos & Gerard Cuthbert Married 8/18/07 
Dara Careri & Jamie Blumberg Married 10/11/08

Engagements

Matt Figuccio on his engagement to Jean Ann Kohnon
Nicole Kitson on her engagement to Joseph Natoli
Diane Molini on her engagement to Steve Sasso
Courtney Thorsen on her engagement to Adam Pattison

Birth 

• Michelle & Ed Banville on the birth of
Juliana Claire on 6/12/07

• Jannine Sarrocco & Tony Pulsonetti on the birth of
Julian Anthony Pulsonetti on 11/14/07

• Maria & Greg Garrett on the birth of Kaitlyn
Emily 12/17/07  

• George & Dina Williams on the birth of Jake   
Alexander on 1/22/08

• Michele & Scott Melvin on the birth of Lindsay
Ella 1/24/08

• Jacquie & Jason Frangoulis on the birth of
Kayla Marie on 3/17/08

Anniversaries

• Congratulations to Stacey Agosta on her five
years of service to NSSA.

Promotions

• Congratulations to Deb Astman & Stacey Agosta
on their promotions to Supervising Clinical
Coordinators.

• Best wishes to Beth Boyd & Jacquie Frangoulis,
who were promoted to the position of Clinical
Coordinators.

NSSA’s Capital Campaign, “Changing Lives…
Building Futures” continues to grow since its launch
on March 14, 2005. Opportunities to contribute are
available at a variety of levels. From engraved bricks
with a starting price of $100 to Campus Sponsorship at
$1,000,000, the campaign offers a wide variety of
opportunities to support NSSA.

Payment plans for pledges extending up to five years
can significantly reduce the financial impact to donors.
For example a pledge of $5,000 can be made over five
years with an annual payment of $1,000, a semi-annual
payment of $500, a quarterly payment of $250, or a
monthly payment of $83.33. Sponsorships remain
available in many categories:

Donor Wall Sponsors:
Bronze- $1,000 -  $4,999
Silver- $5,000 -  $9,999
Gold- $10,000 -$20,000

Sponsors at the $25,000 level:
Faculty Room Sponsor

Development Office Sponsor

Sponsors at the $50,000 level:
Community Outreach Center Sponsor

Cafeteria Sponsor

Classroom Sponsorship: $100,000
Conference Room Sponsor: $125,000

Building or Campus Sponsor: $1,000,000

Capital Campaign Continues

Donor Wall

For more information regarding
“Changing Lives… Building Futures”

call NSSA at 631-462-0386.



80 Hauppauge Road
Commack, NY 11725

NSSA Wish List! Save These Dates!
December 11-12, 2008:

Aging with Autism Conference
Melville Marriott 

April 25, 2009:
Dinner for Our Children

Crest Hollow Country Club

July 20, 2009:
Golf Classic

Plandome Country Club

August 6, 2009:
Casino Night

Swan Club

For information regarding any of our upcoming
events please call 631-462-0386

Visitors Day
Offering a firsthand look

at NSSA’s exceptional programs
10 am, 2nd Wednesday of each Month

Call NSSA at 631-462-0386 to schedule a visit.

3 new desk top computers

7 window mounted air conditioning units

2 portable stereos with CD player

1 TV with DVD player

1 automatic laminator

1 automatic hole puncher

1 copy machine

1 computer printer with scanner

2 cleaning carts

2 toaster ovens

2 microwaves

1 mail delivery cart

2 vacuums

1 dirt devil

2 large capacity paper shredders

2 large refrigerators

1 small refrigerator

2 garden supply kits

1 digital camera

1 video camera




