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The Andy Club of Garden City Senior High came
to NSSA bearing gifts and good will.  The club is
affiliated with the Andy Foundation, donor of NSSA’s
playground. The Andy Club pursues the same
mission: For Kids, By Kids; and its members work
diligently to raise money for children’s charities. 

The club purchased and donated assorted items from
NSSA’s wish list along with a generous gift certificate
to Home Depot.  Among the gifts the Andy Club
presented to NSSA Executive Director Nicole
Weidenbaum were a micro-wave oven, two dustbusters,
pails, a mop, broom, dustpan, shovel, and step ladder.

During the visit, mem-
bers of the Andy Club
were able to see the play-
ground being enjoyed by
Martin C. Barell School
students. Afterward, they
shared a pizza lunch with
some students from NSSA’s
Consultation Services
Program. It was wonderful
to see the interaction
between the two groups
and our students ben-
efited tremendously from
the experience.

We thank the Andy Club
for its generosity and friend-
ship to our students. �

One of the great benefits of moving to Commack
has been the partnership with our next door neighbors,
the Suffolk Y-JCC.  Their members generously offer
our students the chance to experience new and
interesting activities. Our students were able to
attend two theatrical productions presented by their
summer campers.

The On Centerstage Campers invited our students to
their dress rehearsal of the musical 42nd Street.
In addition, children from Camp Create entertained our
students with a puppet show they brought to the Martin
C. Barell School. Behind a beautiful puppet stage that
they built themselves, the campers performed a play
they wrote, using puppets they made themselves.

Members of Camp Create also presented a beautiful
handmade gift of an Emotions Block to the students
at the Martin C. Barell School. The sculpted wooden
structure depicts four painted faces expressing different
emotions. It is divided into horizontal sections that
can be separately turned to form a variety of
expressions. NSSA proudly displays this lovingly
crafted gift in its entranceway.

Thanks to the Suffolk Y-JCC for being such
wonderful neighbors. �

The Andy Club Befriends NSSA

JCC Campers Put on a Show!

Members of the Suffolk Y-JCC’s Camp Create
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NSSA Reaps Benefit from Penny Harvest

Over the school year, students enrolled in Community
Services Classes at the Jericho Middle School raised
money for a special project. They purchased assorted
games and craft items and hosted a Fun Fair at the
Middle School for the students of NSSA’s Martin C.
Barell School. 

Community Service Class members patiently taught
our students to string beads, create sand art, paint
plaster figurines, and engage in a variety of other craft
projects. They played ring toss, decorated key rings,
visors, and doorknob signs. Afterward, the entire group
celebrated with a tasty snack of bagels.

We thank the Community Services Classes of Jericho
Middle School, for their kindness and fellowship. �

Jericho Students Share Fun and Friendship

Ari and Jack assisted by Jericho Middle School students

NSSA was awarded a $500 grant from the Penny
Harvest Campaign organized by Weber Middle School
in Port Washington. The Penny Harvest Leaders also
donated a digital video camera to NSSA. 

Many months of student effort made these gifts
possible. Over a two week period, the students collected
pennies from their families, friends, neighbors, and local
businesses. During the ensuing school year, Penny
Harvest Leaders researched various charities that

interested them. They conducted interviews to learn
more about many worthwhile groups. After spirited
advocacy debates, the students selected six charitable
organizations to which they donated funds. NSSA was
chosen to be one of the grant recipients.

We salute the Weber Middle School Penny Harvest
Leaders for this journey to philanthropy and thank them
for their generosity to NSSA. �

Port Washington’s Weber Middle School

Penny Harvest Committee

NSSA’s Kathy Mannion with

Jared Sambursky and Jacob Eisenberg



Mark Guarascio
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Over 130 golfers enjoyed warm summer weather,
great company, and a sense of purpose to make NSSA’s
Golf Classic a sterling success. The 10th Annual event
took place July 21st at the Plandome Country Club
under the dedicated stewardship of NSSA dad,
Joe Longo.

After a delicious breakfast buffet, golfers took to the
beautifully landscaped course for 18 holes of play.
A grilled lunch was served at the half-way house;
and beverage stops along the course kept the
players refreshed. For added interest, Barrasso

and Sons sponsored hole-
in-one prizes at four
par-three holes.

The cocktail hour at the
close of play, featuring
sumptuous seafood and
hors d’oeuvres, remains a
popular  highlight of the
event. During dinner
prizes were awarded to
First and Second Place
Foursomes and Men’s and
Women’s Longest Drive
and Closest to the Pin. 

The donation of live
auction prizes helped to raise additional monies for
NSSA.  Many thanks to Vicki and Joe Guarascio for
donating a week’s stay at their condo in N. Myrtle
Beach, to Bill Donlon for donating a basketball
autographed by #2 NBA draft pick Michael Beasly,
and to Plandome Country Club for donating lunch and
golf for four.

To all of our sponsors we give our sincere thanks and
hope that you will support them as they have supported
NSSA. Thanks to Raffle and  Breakfast Sponsors: Joe
& Donna Longo; Breakfast Sponsors: Gibbons Pools,
Inc. and La Reddola, Lester & Associates; Lunch

Sponsor: Bayside Building Materials, Front Nine
Sponsor and Caddy Sponsor: Pat & Mary Beth
Miranda; Dinner Sponsor and Hole in One Sponsor:
Barrasso and Sons; and Green Sponsors: Hawkeye
Construction and Island Risk Management.

Thanks to our Tee Sponsors: All Systems Precast;
Barrasso and Sons; Michael J. Berger & Co., LLP;
Cody’s Ale House & Grill; Dime Savings Bank of
Williamsburg; Essroc Cement;  Jeffrey Fisher,
M.D.; Frank Bros. Fuel Corp.; Gold Coast Bank;
Gabrielli Truck Sales; Hawkeye Construction;
Island Stone Crafters, Inc.; Jaeckle, Kearney &
Lepselter CPA’s PC; Margolin, Winer & Evens, LLP;
National Grid; Nicolock Paving Stones & Retaining
Walls; Northeast Solite Corp.; Robbins & Cowan,
Inc.; The Jack Fanning Memorial Foundation;
Tibaldi’s Tax Team; and Watsontown Brick.

We are very grateful to all of our golfers whose
support means so much and for our many volunteers,
whose dedication makes the event look effortless.
NSSA’s 10th Annual Golf Classic raised $35,453 and
we thank all who contributed to this success. �

Golf Classic Hits a Decade

Joseph and Jaclyn Guarascio celebrated
their nuptials with a gift to NSSA. In lieu of
favors, the couple generously donated
$1,000 to NSSA’s Adult Services Program.
Joe’s brother Mark became a student at the
Martin C. Barell School in 1994 and has
been a client of the Adult Services Program
for over two years.

In the program card placed before each
wedding guest was a message that included

these words: “NSSA has helped to shape and
mold (Mark) into the beautiful person he is
today. We feel so lucky to have him in our lives
and that he is able to be a very special part of
our wedding today. We hope our donation can
benefit others and enhance the experience of
the students at this wonderful school.”

We thank Joe and Jaclyn for their kindness
and send them every good wish as they begin
their lives together. �

Newlyweds Gift NSSA

The Plandome Country Club



Thirty-six young people with autism spent a glorious
week at a Summer Camp that NSSA offered in
conjunction with the Suffolk Y-JCC. The Camp
session came at the close of the summer school session,
and provided activities at a time when schools on Long
Island are typically closed and very little organized
activity is available for children with autism.

Six groups comprised of six campers each,
participated in a variety of leisure activities such as arts
and crafts, sports, game playing, puzzles, and music
participation. The campers also enjoyed daily swim
and numerous trips into the community that included
bowling, a petting zoo, and camp grounds. Campers
also enjoyed playing tennis on the Suffolk Y-JCC
tennis courts.

The feedback from the families served was over-
whelmingly positive as was the feedback from the
camp staff. It was difficult to tell who enjoyed the camp
more! No one wanted to see the week come to an end and
many hugs and tears were exchanged on the final day.

We are deeply grateful for the Office of Mental

Retardation and Developmental Disabilities for its
supporting grant. NSSA is
delighted to be able to
offer this vital service to
families and is already
looking forward to next
year’s camp session!  �

Students from the Martin C. Barell
School sold 120 beautiful floral baskets that
they prepared for this year’s Mother’s Day
Plant Sale. For many of our students and
adult clients, the plant sale is a great
opportunity to try out their green thumbs
and the results have been impressive!

The Mother’s Day Plant Sale is another
avenue for NSSA to explore and develop new
opportunities for our students and clients. The
Development Office received many calls
praising the students’ work. Those who
bought floral arrangements to support NSSA
shared their delight in the beauty of their
purchases. Our students and adult clients
raised over $2,600 through the Mother’s Day
Plant Sale to benefit NSSA! �

Mother’s Day Plant Sale Sows Seeds for Growth

Daniel Grassle and

Alex Longo with instructor

Nicole Ness arranging baskets

Joseph Miller, Justin Bennett,

and Brandon Mash selling plant

baskets at the Suffolk Y-JCC
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Summer Camp Brings Summmer Fun!

Campers enjoy a variety of activities

Bryan Murdock at the petting zoo



Jeanna Miller is the sister of Joseph
Miller, a student with autism at NSSA.
Jeanna is currently in the third grade at
Schwarting Elementary School in North
Massapequa. She received the “Make a
Difference” award on May1,2008 for her
work with learning disabled students.

Jeanna’s class has seven learning
disabled and mildly autistic children.
She is able to help these students because
of how she has learned to help Joseph at
home. Jeanna will sit with the teachers
when they come to work with Joseph and
has learned how to play, talk, and instruct
him with things in everyday life. She
applies these methods when working
with the disabled students in her class as
well. Jeanna has large doses of patience
and gets a great deal of satisfaction out of
helping these students. Her teachers, who
nominated her for this award, are very
proud of her, as is her family.

Jeanna often talks about wanting to
become a teacher when she grows up
and is giving serious thought to working
with special needs students. Her work
with Joseph and her classmates is
leading her in this direction.

Everyone is busy these days, but
don’t wait until something like autism
occurs because it may be too late to do
any good. We take Joseph’s spirit and
happiness and try to translate it into
something meaningful every day. If you
take a little time to make someone with
autism feel special, you will feel (and
will be) special as well!

We are so very proud of all of our
children, Michael, Joseph, Thomas, and
Jeanna, and how they help and teach each
other to have compassion and respect for
everyone. They realize that they have had
a positive influence on others and them-
selves. It is truly a win-win situation.  �

By Greg & JoMarie Miller

Joseph & Jeanna Miller

NSSA Sibling Makes a Difference

NSSA’s 4th Annual Casino Night brought in a crowd
of nearly 200 guests who enjoyed a relaxing evening at
The Swan Club. Guests enjoyed a delicious barbecue
that enhanced the evening’s casual atmosphere.  

Many thanks to Michael Possilico of Casinos by M
and M for his unrivaled enthusiasm while entertaining
our guests. A variety of games of chance were available
throughout the evening, including Blackjack, Poker,
Craps, Roulette, and the Money Wheel. Bingo added to
the festivities; and a Texas Hold’em Tournament drew
much interest.

We are very grateful for the support of our sponsors:
The Fremed Family, The Walford Family,
Weber Law Group, LLP, The D’Eri Family, and
Dr. Maria Perfetto-Tullo & Dr. Luigi Tullo.

Many thanks to our guests, prize donors, and volun-
teers for a wonderful evening! Through your combined
efforts, the 4th Annual Casino Night raised $18,753 for
NSSA’s Capital Campaign. �

Casino Night Ups the Ante for NSSA

Colleen Cahill & Mary Beth Miranda
at the Blackjack table

Fabulous Casino Night Prizes
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Spin for Autism

Murals Decorate the Walls of NSSA

Our dreams for our children change

with the diagnosis of autism;

but at NSSA, new dreams are born.

NSSA is looking for opportunities for our students
and adult clients to volunteer or work at local companies
or businesses. Our students work quietly, efficiently,
and productively and are never left unsupervised by
our highly skilled staff members. We also welcome the
opportunity for our students to do work, such as mailings
or assembly tasks, that can be completed at NSSA.

Please direct leads to Jason Watson, Coordinator of
Vocational Services, at 631-462-0386 ext 14.  �

Job Opportunities Wanted

Two separate projects were undertaken that have added
color and artistry to NSSA’s décor. Brian Mannion, a student
in NSSA’s Consultation Services Program, and Michele
Beccari, an aide in the Adult Services Program, are the
artists behind the projects. 

Brian, who has been interested in art for many years,
has developed a distinctive and original style, which is
surprisingly compelling for so young an artist.  Brian
painstakingly transcribed the sports themed mural he
painted for the All Purpose Room from his original paper
draft. He spent many weeks using acrylic paints to bring
his mural to life.

Adorning the Student Cafeteria, Michele’s mural is an
artist’s celebration of life at the Martin C. Barell School.
Students are pictured at a cafeteria table. One student
is carrying an assistive communication device and a
reinforcement board. An autism awareness ribbon is drawn
as a picture within the picture. 

Many thanks to Brian and Michele for their beautiful
contributions to NSSA! �

Holiday Appeal Answered by NSSA Friends

Last year’s Holiday Appeal was answered
by NSSA’s friends with donations of

$34,928. Our sincere appreciation for all
who so generously gave.

Michele Beccari at her cafeteria mural

Many thanks to East Islip Health and Fitness Center
for generously hosting Spin for Autism, a fitness
competition that benefited NSSA. Contestants at the
June 7th event competed on stationary bicycles and
together raised a whopping $2,268! Pictured are Patty
Cooley, General Manager of East Islip Health &
Fitness, and Alex Longo, a student at NSSA’s Martin
C. Barell School and grandson of Anthony Barrasso,
one of the gym’s owners.  �

Brian Mannion shows off his mural

Patty Cooley & Alex Longo
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• July 2008, Ronald McDonald House Charities
of the NY Tri-State Area granted $10,000 for the
purchase of Exercise and Recreation Equipment

• July 2008, The Initial Teaching Alphabet
Foundation granted $25,000 to support one-to-one
instruction of reading and writing

• July 2008, NSSA was awarded a legislative grant of
$3,750 for general operatating support. 

• July 2008, Fortunoff donated $291.60 from its
Spring 2008 Charity Event

• July 2008 U.S. Customs and Border Protection
donated 19 computers, monitors, mice, & keyboards
to NSSA’s Assistive Technology Computer Lab

• June 2008, East Islip Health & Fitness Center
donated $2,268, proceeds of its Fitness Competition
Spin for Autism, to NSSA

• June 2008, Futures and Options for Kids
granted $2,500 toward the purchase of physical
fitness and leisure equipment

• May 2008, Roslyn Savings Foundation
granted $7,500 for the purchase and installation
of SMARTboards for the Martin C. Barell School

• February 2008, Best Buy awarded the
Martin C. Barell School a 2008 Teach Award in
the amount of $2,000 for the purchase of digital
cameras and camcorders

• January 2008, The Cherry Valley Club donated
over 120 chairs to NSSA’s Conference Center

• December 2007, Suffolk County Legislator
Steven Stern awarded a $7,000 grant to NSSA’s
Gym/Swim Program at the Suffolk Y-JCC

• December 2007, Citigroup Foundation granted
$3,500 for the purchase of a laptop computer and a
flatbed color scanner

• December 2007, The New York Mercantile
Exchange granted $2,500 toward the construction
of NSSA’s conference center

• November 2007, BJ’s Charitable Foundation
granted $4,900 to purchase audio-visual equipment 

• November 2007, The Hackett Foundation, Inc.
granted $19,047 for the purchase of audio-visual
equipment and furniture for NSSA’s
Conference Center  

• August 2007, The Initial Teaching Alphabet
Foundation granted $25,000 to support one-to-one
instruction of reading and writing

• August 2007, Delta Funding Corporation,
Woodbury donated $5,000 to NSSA by matching
proceeds generated from the sale of raffles at its
Annual Delta Golf Outing

• August 2007, Eschbacher VHB Engineering,
Surveying, and Landscape Architecture, P.C.
donated $3,000 to NSSA 

• August 2007, The Munsey Park Women’s Club
donated $250 to NSSA

• June 2007, The Joseph Leroy and Ann C. Warner
Fund granted $40,000 for NSSA’s Conference Center

• June 13, 2007, Fortunoff donated $481.33 from its
Spring 2007 Charity Shopping Event

• May 21, 2007, The Roslyn Savings Foundation
granted $5,000 in support of NSSA’s Assistive
Technology Program

• April 2007, Senator John Flanagan awarded
$20,000 to NSSA’s Respite Program

• April 2007, Senator Kemp Hannon donated
$5,000 in support of NSSA’s programs

• April 27, 2007, Bloomingdale’s donated $5,000
to NSSA from its Fashionable Fundraiser 

We thank all our donors for their
generous support of NSSA.

News from the Development Office…
To supplement funds raised through NSSA’s special events, the Development Office works to secure

funding from foundations, corporations, businesses, and government offices on an on-going basis.
The Development Office is proud to announce the receipt of the following grants and donations:

Student David Mizrahi and Teacher Elizabeth Massell

at the SMARTboard, made possible through a

grant from the Roslyn Savings Foundation
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Staff Notes, Announcements, & Congratulations!
Weddings

Our best wishes to:
Gina Doria & Jim Pisaeno Married 8/18/07
Renee Ramos & Gerard Cuthbert Married 8/18/07 
Dara Careri & Jamie Blumberg Married 10/11/08

Engagements

Matt Figuccio on his engagement to Jean Ann Kohnon
Nicole Kitson on her engagement to Joseph Natoli
Diane Molini on her engagement to Steve Sasso
Courtney Thorsen on her engagement to Adam Pattison

Birth 

• Michelle & Ed Banville on the birth of
Juliana Claire on 6/12/07

• Jannine Sarrocco & Tony Pulsonetti on the birth of
Julian Anthony Pulsonetti on 11/14/07

• Maria & Greg Garrett on the birth of Kaitlyn
Emily 12/17/07  

• George & Dina Williams on the birth of Jake   
Alexander on 1/22/08

• Michele & Scott Melvin on the birth of Lindsay
Ella 1/24/08

• Jacquie & Jason Frangoulis on the birth of
Kayla Marie on 3/17/08

Anniversaries

• Congratulations to Stacey Agosta on her five
years of service to NSSA.

Promotions

• Congratulations to Deb Astman & Stacey Agosta
on their promotions to Supervising Clinical
Coordinators.

• Best wishes to Beth Boyd & Jacquie Frangoulis,
who were promoted to the position of Clinical
Coordinators.

NSSA’s Capital Campaign, “Changing Lives…
Building Futures” continues to grow since its launch
on March 14, 2005. Opportunities to contribute are
available at a variety of levels. From engraved bricks
with a starting price of $100 to Campus Sponsorship at
$1,000,000, the campaign offers a wide variety of
opportunities to support NSSA.

Payment plans for pledges extending up to five years
can significantly reduce the financial impact to donors.
For example a pledge of $5,000 can be made over five
years with an annual payment of $1,000, a semi-annual
payment of $500, a quarterly payment of $250, or a
monthly payment of $83.33. Sponsorships remain
available in many categories:

Donor Wall Sponsors:
Bronze- $1,000 -  $4,999
Silver- $5,000 -  $9,999
Gold- $10,000 -$20,000

Sponsors at the $25,000 level:
Faculty Room Sponsor

Development Office Sponsor

Sponsors at the $50,000 level:
Community Outreach Center Sponsor

Cafeteria Sponsor

Classroom Sponsorship: $100,000
Conference Room Sponsor: $125,000

Building or Campus Sponsor: $1,000,000

Capital Campaign Continues

Donor Wall

For more information regarding
“Changing Lives… Building Futures”

call NSSA at 631-462-0386.



80 Hauppauge Road
Commack, NY 11725

NSSA Wish List! Save These Dates!
December 11-12, 2008:

Aging with Autism Conference
Melville Marriott 

April 25, 2009:
Dinner for Our Children

Crest Hollow Country Club

July 20, 2009:
Golf Classic

Plandome Country Club

August 6, 2009:
Casino Night

Swan Club

For information regarding any of our upcoming
events please call 631-462-0386

Visitors Day
Offering a firsthand look

at NSSA’s exceptional programs
10 am, 2nd Wednesday of each Month

Call NSSA at 631-462-0386 to schedule a visit.

3 new desk top computers

7 window mounted air conditioning units

2 portable stereos with CD player

1 TV with DVD player

1 automatic laminator

1 automatic hole puncher

1 copy machine

1 computer printer with scanner

2 cleaning carts

2 toaster ovens

2 microwaves

1 mail delivery cart

2 vacuums

1 dirt devil

2 large capacity paper shredders

2 large refrigerators

1 small refrigerator

2 garden supply kits

1 digital camera

1 video camera




